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r „ER nur emits light ;—the kast 
are not useless, though imperceptible by tie 
uman eye. Little things are necessary and 
| beneficial, or God would not have made them. 
The smallest veins, through which the blood cir- <a 
culates, conduce to the welfare of the whole body. 

The widow's/ mite was accepted. If my mite of 
meditation may but be blessed to the Poor of 
Christ's Flock, they will, with me, join in giving 

glory to God. May great yu be upon lle, 
is the prayer of 
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1 JOHN 111. 4 
Sin is the tranſgreſton of the law, 
OES one Sin incur the penalty of the law? 
what then is the deſert of my inn 55 
ins 7 Is fin that abominable thing which God 
loatheth ? what -a 
be in the ſight of God ! But I read, the “ law is 
a ſchool-maſter to lead ſinners to Chriſt, and like 
the rod it makes perſons ſenſible they are tranſ- 
greſſors; like the voice of the maſter it directe 
them how to act in future Does it ſay, curſed 7 
is every one that continueth not in all things which 
are written in the - book of the law to do them ? 
O ſoul humbling thought ! ſoul diſtreſſing decla- 
ration! Yet, O my foul, hear the voice of the 
God of grace proclaiming in thine ears, Chriſt f 
is the end of the law for rightcouſneſs to every 
one that believeth.” This is an 85 
voice, a ſoul-reviving ſound. © Lord, 1 believe; 
= help thou mine nübelief! I. e Chriſt to 


„0nd. it. % 1 0 l 1 
Kom. x. 4. 1 Mat. iii, 1838. 


loathſome creature muſt I hben 
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Full all righteouſneſs—for whom? for the un- 
righteous, who had broken God's law, and were 
incapable of yielding the obedience it required. 


It * behoved Chriſt to ſuffer : he died, the Juſt 


one for unjuſt ſinners, to bring them near to God. 
O my ſoul, fy. to this refuge] Art thou weary 
of ſin, and is the burden thereof grieyous ? art 


thou weary of the vanities of the world, and 
feeling guilt for having ſo long purſued them and 


delighted in them ? Turn from all thine idols unto 
the living God; hear infinite love calling, i inviting, 
pg thee: * Come ſ unto Me all ye that 
are weary and heavy laden, and I will give you 
reſt.” Lord, enable me by faith to caſt my bur- 
den on thee—the burden of my guilt, my ſorrows, 


my afflictions, that! may be always relying upon 
thee, O J _ for grace, NY and peace. 


Ch © ROMANS VILL. 3. 


For ket the law could not do, in that it was . 
trouglii the fleſh, God ſending his own Son, in 


__ likeneſs of fonful fleſh, and d for fin, en 


! in the fleſh. 

"HERE fin hath abounded how grace ſuper- 
abounds. Man a rebel ; God merciful, but 

not at the expence of any one of his attributes; 


Lake xxiv. 46. 1 Pet. iii. 18. f Matt. xi. 28. 
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the law broken, juſtice ſatisfied, pardon to rebels” 


_ proclaimed ; mercy * and truth have met toge- 


ther, righteouſneſs and peace have kifſed each 
other: the ſinner ſaved,” the Surety having made 


ſatisfaction to the full. No deficiency 1 in the law 


it requires; in caſe of failure it condemns. Man 


how helpleſs ! God how full of compaſſon ! 


God + is love, from everlaſting . to everlaſting. 


Come, O my ſoul, and. conſider this love of God; 


help t laid upon one that is mighty, one choſen out 


of the people; one partaking of thy nature, (of 


thy nature, fin excepted, O man) by a voluntary 
aſſumption of it into his own perſon. The Fa- 
ther ordaining, the Son fulfilling, the Spirit teach- 
ing: what a myſtery of love and grace ! ynfa- 


thomable | Shall man, ſhalt I deſpiſe this ſo great 


ſalvation ? the ſacrifice offered for what? for ſin 


ar hoh? for ſinners of mankind. I am a 


linner ; it-is my name, nature, and ſhame. Is 
ſalvation free? It is—God's gift, the conſequence 
of his Son's making ſatisfaction on tte croſs. 
Lord make me willing to receive all from thee 
in Chriſt, and by him, that all the glory may re- 
dound to thee, and through him. O my ſoul, 
meditate upon Calvary ; review the ſcene in Geth- 
ſemane ; hear thy Redeemer cry, It & is finiſhed,” 


and rejoice in everlaſting laye. Fear, love, and 


. obey, Glory be to the F ather for his * 


* Pfalm Ixxxv. 10. +- 1 John iv. 8. 
+ Pſalm Ixxxix. 19. John xix. * 
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to the Spirit for his unſpeakable condeſcenſion 
in convmcing, e nnn. Relieve, 
wonder, adore. 5 
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„ ” EZEKIEL xXXxvi. 31. 2 


7 hen flall ye remember your own evil” ways, and 
. your doings that were not good, and fhall loath 
, yourſelves in Jour gn 4 6 fo your abomi- 
nations. : 


EY ahi 
has he to hs of? Self-ſufficient he truſts 


in his on heart, and that notwithſtanding his 
Maker has declared, He “ that truſteth in his own 
| Heart is a fool. Vain and empty he glories in his 


ſhame, nor will he ever glory in any thing out of 
himſelf till his underſtanding 1s enlightened, and 


he fees how filthy, how ugly he is. This diſco- 


makes him out of conceit with himſelf, and 


he feels unpleaſant in his mind, unhappy in his 
Foul, nor can he now derive any comfort or relief 


from what he heretofore conſidered as meritorious. 
The review is painful, the proſpect gloomy. | 
Graee brings the ſinner to acknowledge his pride, 
to confeſs his ſin, to mourn his vanity ; he feels 
the hardneſs of his heart, and yy to God to 


* Prov. xxviii, - 86, 
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ſoſton it, to to change ji it. Rejoice, O my ſoul, that 


thou art not a ranger to ſuch feelings; and 
never deſpair, ſince i it is written, I * will take away 
the ſtony heart out of your fleſh, and I will give 
you an Rn of fleſh ;. and I will put my Spirit 
within you, and cauſe you to walk in my ſtatutes, - 


and ye ſhall keep my judgments and do them. 
How $bundant the grace, how rich the mercy 


” > 
God in Chriſt ! Has Chriſt died for. ſinners ? 
has he died for me? O + God, thy ways are paſt 
finding out. O my foul, he, even Jeſus, hath 


—— away thy judgments; He f hath caſt out 


thine enemy, even the natural enmity of thy heart; 


hence thy ſelf-loathing, and hence thy love of 


Chriſt. Sinner, what is moſt loathſome in thine 
eyes? is it thyſelf? What is moſt deſirable to thy 
ſoul? is it to be renewed into the image of thy 
Redeemer ?.is it to-be living to the Xing of God? 
Then rejoice that the Lord thy God hath put bis 
e WINen * e in the L0G | 


PSALM XXIX. 4. 46 
The vues of the Lord is end. a 
How calm the- ſpirit of the juſtified finer 


under the various diſpenſations of his God? 
Storms and tempeſts may de round about hin 


* Ezok. xxxvi. 26. + Rom. xi. 33. 
1 Zeph. iii. 185. P Phil. iv. © 
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but bene in God is his ſtrong ſopport. The 
voice of the Lord is powerful in thunder: let me 
hear and fear, for thou ſpeakeſt the attention of man 
to thyſelf. But thy voice in thy law is terrible ; and 
yet, while terrible in thy doings, how merciful in 
thy dealings! Thy law condemns ſinners, they 
bear it, and thereby their ears are open to hear 
he glad tidings of thy goſpel tat, thy ſmall 
$ "il voice, ſpeaking ſalvation by grace through 
4 | the blood of the Lamb. Awaken my ſoul more, 
comfort me more. Does thy law condemn? Thy 
goſpel points to Chriſt for redemption. I am 
guilty ; but is there no help ? no hope ? Yes, 
the * Lamb of God was ſlain from the foundation 
of the world. Behold him, look to him, O my 
| ſoul, who hath ſaid, Look + unto me, and be ye 
| faved all the ends of the earth. What words of 
grace, peace, and comfort Speak Lord to my 
foul, that I may find thy word to be the t power 
| of God to the ſalvation of my ſoul. But do I 
Fl - love God, and delight in him? why then ſuch 
| aboundings of ſinful thoughts? why ſuch per- 
'F verfeneſs of the will? ſuch faintneſs of ſpirit ? 

| O {ſinful corrupt nature, what art thou | how 
F | ſhould my ſoul be humbled, my ſupplication be 
3 doubled. Lord, quicken me with thy free Spirit, 
that I may run in the way of thy commandments. 
| N Let me hear thy powerful voice of direction, 
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* Rev. ii. 8. + Iſa, xlv. 22 * Rom. i. 16. 
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This - is the way, walk ye in it. Let me hear 


thy voice of comfort, I am + with thee, fear not; 
be not diſmayed,” for I am thy God; I wilt 


ſtrengthen thee, yea, I will help thee; yea, 1 


will uphold thee with the * hand of my of 
teouſneſs. * 


JOHN VI. 48. 
J am that bread of 1 life. 


THAT bread is to the body that Chriſt is * 
the ſoul of every regenerate ſinner. Animal 


life is ſupported by food taken into the ſtomach, 2 


and bleſſed of God for that end: ſo ſpiritual life 

is ſupported by Chriſt the bread of life, the food 
of the ſoul, apprehended or taken into the ſoul by 

faith. Eat and your f foul ſhall live, and I will 
make an everlaſting covenant with you, even the 
ſure mercies of David. But to whom is Chriſt 
that bread of life? is it to thoſe who are hun- 
gering and thirſting after the things of this world, 
which periſh in the uſing? No; but to them who 
are hungering & and thirſting after the kingdom of 
God and his righteouſneſs; to them who are 


looking to him in faith for that righteouſneſs of 
God which will juſtify them, and for that blood 
which purges the conſcience from dead works to 


* Iſa, XXX. 21, + Iſa. xli. 10. t Iſa. Iv. 3. 
Matt. v. 6. |} Heb. ix. 14. 
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ſerve the liviug God, and who by * patient conti- 
nuance in well doing (the fruit of faith in Chriſt) 
are ſeeking for glory, and honour, and immorta- 
lity. O my foul, what are thy ſenſations, feelings, 
and appetites ? art thou hungering and thirſting 
for Chriſt ? is he thy life ? art thou by faith ap- 
propriating this Chriſt to thyſelf ? Then none ſo 
precious, none ſo defirable. The heaven of thy 
happineſs here is to find thy ſpiritual life flou- 
rithing ; and the happineſs of that heaven where 
thou longeſt to be, conſiſts, in thy opinion, in 
being more like Chriſt, and being where heJig 
Hear Chriſt thy Saviour God” addrefling thee, 
Come + eat of my bread, and drink of the wine 
which I have mingled:— Tis 1 the voice of thy 
beloved. Thou wert once a captive to fin and 
Satan, now thou art Chriſt's captive : rejoice in 
thy deliverer, glory in thy conqueror, and Cvie 
dence N01 ſoul is alive to him who is the life of 
oP fool” 8 

; SATAN . XLIll. 5. 2 
Ian with thee. Fc 


Orgon declaration! conſoling thought ! 
Whereſoever I am my God is with me. 
Why then ſhould I fear? Is Satan . as a 


| * "I, . 1. Prov. i ix. 5. + Cantic, il. 8. 


devouring lion? God“ is my firength, a very 


1 1 


preſent help in time of need. Who ſ is he that 
contendeth with me ? the Lord my Saviour is 
with me to help me. Who is he that accuſeth 
me? Jeſus my friend , that ſticketh cloſer than 
a brother, is near to juſtify me. Do waves and 
billows. daſh againſt me? do troubles increaſe and 
multiply ? who is it ſays, Fear not, I am with 
thee ? Even Jeſus, my Lord and my God. Rely 
then, O my ſoul, upon the God of my ſalvation ;. 
be of good cheer, for if God be for thee, who can 
thee, yet, remember thy God ſays, I am with thee. 

Art thou diſmayed and caſt down, labouring under 
apprehenſiong, and; from. a conviction. of. thing: 
own weakneſs, thinking thou ſhalt one $ day 
periſh by the hands of Saul? recollect who ſays 


- unto thee, I am with thee. What a mercy this 


ſtands in the preſent tenſe, for the comfort of the 
believer in every time and in every trouble. But 
I am ſo vile, ſo polluted—l am with thee, to pu- 


rify-thee, to cleanſe thee ;. my. blood cleanſes frum. 
all fin, But I am ſo weak and helpleſs I am 


with thee to help thee. But I am ſo ignorant— 
Lam with thee to teach thee; Yet I am ſo hard- 
hearted—I am with thee to] take from thee the 
heart of ſtone, and give thee an heart of fleſhs. 


* Pfalm xlvi. 1. + Ifa.1.8. Prov. 18.24 : 
$ x Sam. xxyii, 2 || Ezek. xxxvi. 26. 
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1 | KETX 
Aye, but I have ſinned againſt reaſon, conſcience, 
light, and revelation—I am with thee to“ heal thy 
backſlidings; I am with thee in affliction, thy 
Father correCting thee, in proſperity counſelling 
thee, in trials ſuccouring thee, in life guiding thee, 


in death e thee. Rejoice in Chriſt thy 
Lord. f 


s — 
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ISAIAH xxxIII. 24. Pd 
am ick. 


AN D why ? Becauſe I am a ſinner. No (in, 
no ſorrow. But is there any ſorrow for fin, 


j | | and what is it? that which ariſes merely from 
| | "1. pain? Fruitleſs ſorrow this, which does not pacify 
10 1 conſcience, or ſilence the mind into ſubmiſſion. 
13K What is it? that which ariſes from a view of fin 


as an evil committed againſt God? Bleſs the 
Lord, O my ſoul, that he hath given thee this 
view of thy ſins; that he is working in thee that 
godly + ſorrow which, in his grace, worketh re- 
pentance unto ſalvation not to be repented of. 
Art thou looking unto Chriſt the great atonement ? 
is he pxecious as a Saviour, lovely as a Redeemer, 
friendly as thine advocate with the Father? What: 
hath God wrought? and what art thou wonder- 
ing at? the Father's love, the Son's grace, the 
Spirit's teaching, in pardoning thy ſins ? Aſto- 
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5 Jerrili. 22. + 2 Cor. vii. 16. f Num. xxiii, 23. 
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1 . 
niſhing mercy, amazing pity, love unknown 
I am ſick: let thy chaſtiſement humble me more, 
abaſe me more, and draw my affections more to 
thee. I am ſick: is it of the world and its va- 
nities? May this ſickneſs be unto death; and do 
thou, Lord, comfort me with thy conſolations 


_ poured into my foul ; feed my ſoul with the fineſt 
of the wheat; and with honey out cf the rock 
Chriſt Jeſus ſuſtain me. But am I ſick of myſelf 


as a ſinner, and of the world as lying 1 in wicked- 


neſs? Lord increaſe this ſickneſs in me, and in- 


' creaſe my faith in thee; and bring me to that 
Tegion of eternal happineſs where * the inhabitant 
ſhall not ſay, I am fick. Jeſus is the health and 
life of the ſoul: it 4s he who fays, I will + bring 
it health and a cure, and reyeal the abundance of 
peace and truth. To him give all the prophets 
witneſs : he is the tree of life, the almighty phy- 
ſician ; his blood heals the wounds fin hath made. 


O holy Spirit, witneſs to my ſpirit that this Jeſus 


is my phyſician, my health in ſickneſs, my riches 
in . w- life in . my all in eternity. 


. 15 XXz ili. ” 7: + Jer. xaxill. 6. 
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„ e 
LUXE xxIII. 12. | * | 


I The ſame day Pilate and Herod were RET friends, 
er before they were at enmuly between them ſelves. 


OW violent the enmity of the human heart 
to Chriſt ! how ready to join even with 
thoſe it hates in perſecuting Chriſt and his people ! 
Is this the character of others, and not of myſelf ? . 
No, it is my character, even mine; when walk- 
ing without the light of the goſpel thick darkneſs 
covered my underſtanding, and ignorance was my 
name. A ſtranger to myſelf, and to the power 
of divine truth, I walked * in darkneſs, not know- 
ing whither-] was going. I defired nat to be holy 
becauſe God was holy, but merely to pacify the 
elamours of an accuſing conſcience ; and though 
ſin was my delight, and morality my averſion, yet 
theſe two were made friends to join againſt 
and put him to death by crucifying + the Son of 
God afreſh. My poor morality was not leſs 
agamſt Chriſt than my ſin: it was taking the 
crown from Chriſt's head to put it upon my own; 
and my proud heart cried, if -I cannot fave my- 
ſelf, Chriſt J am ſure cannot fave me. What 
atheiſm reigns naturally in the heart of man : he 
lives without | God in the world, and glorying in 
ſelf, ſhews how far he is fallen from that righ- 
teouſneſs in which he was made. But do theſe 


* John xii, 35, + Heb, vi. 5. f Epheſ. ii. 12. 
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enemies to Chrilt and to my peace now reign ? ' 
God forbid ! Thou, even thou, whoſe love“ i is 
from everlaſting, haſt drawn me to thyſelf; thy + 
power hath made me willing. I feel, I lament the 
oppoſition I made againſt Chriſt and his finithed 

ſalvation; I feel and I mourn the ſtruggles of 
theſe two enemies within me: yet though they 
have had the dominion over me, now by thee 
only will-I make mention of thy name. Rejoice, 


O my ſoul, in Chriſt Jeſus, thy ſacrifice for fin, 


thy righteouſneſs for juſtification, 1 ap- 


d "7; frees 
tad VIII. g 4 
I will — be thou clean, 250 _ 


THE voice of grace, mercy and peace; but 
whom? to the ſelf-righteous, who are 


a in their own eyes? No; this would be a, con- 
tradiction. Who is the ſpeaker ?. Chriſt; he who 
ſays, he & came not to call the righteous but fin- 


ners to repentance. Sin is compared to a leproſy ; 
every unregenerate ſinner is a leper, whether he 


: n n and Ty given. 


feels it or not. It is a diſorder which ſpreads over 


and contaminates the whole man ; he dwells as it 
were in a ſeparate houſe, he is at a diſtance from 
God. Can ſuch an one be cleanſed and be W 


* Jer. xxxi. 3. + Pſalm ex. 3. 
1 Ifa, xxvi. 13. $ Matt, iz. 13. 
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nig gn unto God ? Yes, through the blood of Chiift; 
— blood which fpeaketh God merciful; that 
blood which ſpeaketh Chriſt gracious; that blood 
which, applied by the Spirit, and apprehended by 
faith, cleanſeth“ from all ſin. O Lord, what 
am I? by nature unclean, by practice filthy. 
Thou haſt brought me to a ſenſe of my malady ; 
thou haſt given me an hope that thou haſt ſaid to 
leprous me, © I will be thou clean.” O the rich 
' mercy, ſovereign grace, unbounded love of my 
God —“ I will—be thou clean.” Lord, I believe 
thy mercy, grace, and love ; but fin diftreſſes me, 
corruption perplexes me. O my ſoul, ſay, is fin 
crucified and dying! is it thy burden, grief, and 
ſorrow ? is it bitter in the commiſſion? painful on - 
reflection? Fly to the croſs; fly to the fountain, 
waſh, and be clean. Grace abounds ; God's 
mercy + endureth for ever: I am: God, I change 
not, therefore the fons of Jacob are not confumed. 
Lord, what am I, that thou ſhouldſt thus addreſs 
thyſelf to a poor worm, who feels that when he 
would do good evil is preſent with him! Enable 
me to rejoice in Chriſt the Lord, who healeth me. 


; * 1 John i. 7. + Pſalm cxxxvi. 1, and a. 
5 2 Mal. ili. 1 
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-$0LOMON's Long .v; M6: 
He is altogether lovely. 


T is Jeſus, my Saviour and my God, who is 
altogether lovely. Fairer * than the children 
of men, grace is poured into his lips, therefore 
God hath bleſſed him for ever. He is lovely as 
God and man, one Chriſt, able + and willing to 
ſave to the uttermoſt all that come unto God by 
him. He is lovely in his diſpoſition : he invites 
ſin-burdened ſinners to come unto him—Come FF - 
unto me, all ye that are weary and heavy laden, 
and 1 will give you reſt; as if he had ſaid, keep 
not at a diſtance under an apprehenſion of my 
vengeance, but come to one who from his very 
. diſpoſition is ready to receive you. Thus as a 
| prophet my Saviour is lovely, for there is none 
teacheth like him : as a prieſt who has offered up 
himſelf for a ſacrifice he is lovely; as he is alſo 
in his regal office, his ſceptre is a ſceptre of love. 
He is alſo a merciful and compaſhonate high- 
prieſt, who hath a feeling for his people; he ever 
liveth and intercedeth for them. He is altogether 
lovely, for he is the God of love—Gody is love. 
But to whom is Chriſt thus lovely ? to the men 
of the world, the faſhionable circle, the gay, -the 
licentious ? No; they||ſee no form nor comelineſs 


o! 0 VY . i & oe 


EE hen Dh. IV: b A ME a AY .. 


* Pfalm xlv. 2. + Heb. vii. 25. + Matt. xi, 28. 
9 1 John iv. 8. | Ifa. I. 1. 
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in him; they do not deſire him. Is it to the re- 
fined reaſoner, the polite ſcholar, or the man of 
ſcience, that he is lovely? No; they are ſo dazzled 
with the imaginary ſplendor of their attainments, 
chat they can ſee nothing lovely in Chriſt. Is it 
to the careleſs, the profligate, and the abandoned ? 
No; they love fin, and live in that element, the 

air of which is ſo thick it obſcures the ſun of 
righteouſneſs. Vet there are to whom Chriſt is 
altogether lovely, to ſenſible ſinners, who ſee all 
ſuitableneſs and all-ſufficiency in him. Humble 
ſinners love Chriſt, becauſe he hath put them out | 
of conceit with themſelves; 1 irit-taught ſinners. 
love Chriſt, becauſe the Spirit hath revealed * him 
in them. Such is my beloved: he is altogether 
lovely. Lord, ſhed + abroad thy love i in my . 

a chat 1 may love thee more. 


* 
0 * 
4 q . * 4.4 N ? 0 * 
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LD GENESIS XXY: 22_ ; '/t FI FL 
Why am I thus ? #7] 


GaLvaTION by Chuiſt is the 8 of 

angels: much more ſo ſhould! it be of thoſe 
who are the. ſubjects of it. There þ is joy in 
| heaven over one ſinner that repenteth : ſurcly he 
who is that repentant muſt rejoice. But am I a 
— ſinner ? am 1 a * of divine grace , 


* # Gal. l. 16. + Rom. v. 8. 122 5 
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* 
was 
«# 


my members warring 


r 
if ſo, why do I, feel inclination oppafing incliaas 
nation? would not all be calm and ferene within? 


| whereas I find all in oppoſition, each contemling, - * 


each ſtruggling. for the maſtery. Why am 
thus? Why does thong ht. ſtruggle with thought ? 


defire with deſire 3 1 hate with what I love? 
Alas woe is mel-4dwell- in the tents of Me- 


ſech, among the inhabitants of Kedar. Why am 


I thus ? hae ſhall T get a ſatisfactory. auer? 


and how ſhall T obtain relief? Sin peſters me, 
and I hate it; evil imagiuations ariſe in my heart, 


and they are a burden too heavy for me to bear: 


I do what 1. hate; „1 omit doing chat 1: love. 
Whence this contention? Let me enquire of the 
Lord. His word ſays, Two + nations are in thy 
womb ; the one ſhall be ſtronger than the other 
people, and the elder ſhall ſerve the younger.“ 


How does this apply to me ꝰ what ſays the apoſtle 


bereon? Theft fleſh luſteth againſt the ſpirit, 


and the ſpirit againſt the fleſh ;—theſe. are con- 


trary the one to the other, I find & a law in 
againſt the law in my 
mind. Corrupt nature is the elder, brought into 
this world with me, derived from fallen Adam, 
and ſo properly denorainated the old man 
„The | old man which is corrupt.“ Grace is 
the younger, the gift of God in Chriſt in rege- 


* 


* Pſalm cxx, 5. + Gen. xxv. 23. Gal. v. 17. 
$ Rom, vii. 23. [| Ephef. IV. 32. | 
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neration. Grant to me, Lord, that I may find 
the elder ſerving the younger ; that under all op- 
poſition from the fleſh I may be enabled by thy 
grace to reſiſt, to“ mortify my corrupt members 
—to cleave to and depend upon the God of » 8 


ſalvation, 
WW” 2 be FO 


* 


LUKE II. 10. 


I bring you good tidings of great joy, which fall 


be to all fieofile. 

O YE meſſengers of the great God; happy 

are ye his miniſtering ſervants, who are al- 
ways fulfilling his pleaſure ! Are ye intereſted in 
the ſalvation of ſinners of a different rank from 
yourlelyes ? delight ye in announcing good tidings 
to ſinful mankind? O Lord, how com- 
paſſionate, and mercifut art thou | With holy 
wonder let me admire thy goodneſs, while I par- 


ticipate in that joy which thou doſt give]! Salva- 
tion proclaimed to the loſt and miſerable is, when 


received and apprehended by faith, the cauſe of 
great joy. Chriſt is the God of ſalvation, the 
author and finiſher of faith, the 5 Alpha and 
Omega in redemption work; in him God is well 
pleaſed with ſinners for his righteouſneſs ſake ; 
in him God becomes reconciled to ſinners; in 


* Col. iii. 3. 
Rev. i. 8. 


+ Heb. xii, 2. 
$ Iſa. xlii. 22. 
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d him God is merciful; in him God is lobe. O ſoul, 
Ws what art thou? a ſpiritual eſſence. What is thy 
y late naturally? that“ of death in treſpaſſes and 
8 ſins. Sinner, what art thou? A rebel to thy God, 


a traitor to thine almighty king. In what art 0 A 


thou confiding ? on what art — building for 
eternity ? thine own performances? thine w 
. Tighteduſneſs ? Alas, how ignorant art thou ! thy 
righteouſneſſes + are as filthy rags. But you are 
crying, God is merciful ; but know you not he is 
= holy and juſt? Perhaps you are crying peace 
to yourſelf from comparative godlineſs. Ah, ſelf- 
deceiver | becauſe you. are not ſo bad as others,” 
muſt it therefore follow that you are good in the 
eye of the Lord. Are you a ſinner, feeling that 
you are poor and miſerable, and blind and naked ? 
The angels announce to you a Saviour, who is 
Chriſt the Lord, Believe Q, 1 thou . = 
ſaved, 


| K 


Wy "- 2 c_— — * 9 


JOB XXIL. 12. 
Heaven. 


. : "Vai | | | 
7 HAT art thou? A place of holineſs and of 
happineſs ; the place of Gad's more im- 


phim reſt not day and night, ſaying, Holy, holy, 


* Epheſ. ii. 1. + Ifa. Ixiv. 6. 
1 Rev. iii. 17. Acts xvi: 31, 


. Hi 


mediate preſence, where the cherubim and ſera- 


N — — 
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boy, Loni Godof Hoſts: When the prophet way - 
honoured with a viſion of God, what ſays he? 


Mine * eyes have ſeen the Lord, of Hoſts. What : 
were his feelings? Woe is me, I am undone, a 


man of unclean lips . Lord, let me examine my- 


ſelt. What am I, and what is my ſoul? is heaven 
ie haven where it longs to be at reſt ? Art thou, 
ſoul, convinced God has inſcribed vanity on all 


thick here below ? art thou weary of. the world, 


becauſe of its vanities, its abounding iniquities? 
art thou weary of carnal ſelf; becauſe when you 

would do good evil is preſent with you? art thou 
hungering + and thirſting after the kingdom of God 
and his righteouſneſs ? is Chriſt precious to thee 
as thy Saviour from the guilt of ſin, and, if poſ- 
Gable, more precious as thy Saviour from the do- 
minion of ſin? art, chou deſiriug conformity to 
the image of Chriſt? is thy defire to him as thy 


beſt beloved, yea, as altogether lovely? wouldſt. 


thou rather ſuffer 4 afflictioh with the people of 
God than enjoy the pleaſures of ſin for a ſeaſon? 
and art thou longing & to be diſſolved, and to be 
with Chriſt ? Then heaven is as certainly thine 
everlaſting reſidence as if thou wert already in it: 


Where || I am, ſays Chriſt, there ſhall my ſer- 


vant be. Fear not, nor be diſmayed ; thou loveſt 


Chriſt, and Chriſt loves thee thou longeſt to * 


* Ifa. vi. 5 3 Matt. v. 6. t Heb, zi. 25. 
$ Phil. i. 23. John xii. 26. 
5 4 0 R * 4 


t 81 


with Chriſt, and Chriſt ſays thou ſhalt be wick 


him for ever. Wait the Lord's time fax thy dife 
_ miſſion from the body; fulfil his good pleature 
towards thee Chrift certainly will; he * will per- 
fect that which concerneth thee : ne 
thi ine werkeln 1 


2 ; N 2 KINGS 1x. ee ge een, 
I T have an errand to thee. | 


AT nat ſpeaks to man, and calls upon. him - 
to conſider God. The ſun riſing from the 


Sanden of Pe, W, ar rien the he- 
miſphere, addreſſes man, and ſays, I have an er- 
rand to thee—T riſe, I ſet; you have riſen into 


* 


2 


* 


life, you muſt ſet in death. It ſays, I fulfil te 


will of him who made me by his power and in 


his wiſdom; you, made by the ſame power and 


wiſdom, ought alſo to be performing the will of 


your. Creator. What I the ſun am in the firmament' 
of the heavens, that Jeſus, the ſun of righteouſ- 


neſs, is in the firmament of the covenant of 


grace; he gives light, communicates and cheriſhes 


life. By my ſhining, objects are diſcovered which 


before were concealed, becauſe there was no ' 


light : when the ſun of righteouſneſs illuminates - 


the underſtanding, diſcoveries of the moſt impor- 
tant nature are made —ſin, guilt, and pollution 
are ſeen; and hereby the ſoul is humbled, fighs 


* Pſalm cxxxviii, 8. 


| as 7 ; 
for relief from the oppreſſive burden under which 
it lies ; and Chriſt, by the light which he gives, 
diſcovers himſelf to be a brother“ born for ad- 
verſity, and ſtanding ready to receive all that come 
unto him, without any diſtinction of perſons, as 
the ſun ſhines upon rich and poor, young and 
old, ſick and healthy. I the ſun cauſe vegetation 
to thrive by that genial warmth which I commu- 
nicate unto the earth; ſo Jeſus, ſhining into the 
ſoul, with + healing in his beams, revives the 
graces of his own Spirit, ſa that they bud and 
bloſſom, and bring forth fruit ; or the divine ſeed, 
ſown in the heart, brings forth firſt f the blade, 
then the ear, then the full corn in the ear. 


PSALM CXVI. 7. uae \ 
Return unto thy reft, O my ſoul | # / 
OW is man buſied about the trifles of this 
world; walking in a vain ſhadow, and diſ- 
quieting himſelf in vain ; ſeeking happineſs, and 
meeting diſappointment. Have not I been of the 
number? and haſt not thou, O my ſoul, been 
purſuing a phantom? Why is it thou are buſied 
in a different way? where art thou reſting, and 
to what art thou looking for ſatisfaction? Is it 


* Prov. xvii. 17. + Mal. iv. 2. 
T Mark iv. 28, $ Pſalm xxxix, 6, 
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riches ? They * make themſelves wings, and fly _ 
away. Is it worldly fame ? It is like a weather- 
cock, ſeldom long in one point. But where 
am I? In a world of folly, ſin, and miſery. 
What am 1? A ſinner. What is my deſire ? 
' Chriſt, and his ſalvation. I have tried the world, 
and found it deceitful ; I have tried friends, pro- 
feſſing themſelves ſuch, and I have found them 
unfaithful ; but the ſmall experiment I have made 
of Chriſt, 2 0 ſcripture warrant, is proof of his 
infinite value. Soul, art thou troubled from thy- 
ſelf, and for thyſelf ? Chriſt is a refuge in the 
time of trouble. Does the world frown upon 
and perſecute thee? Chriſt is that f friend that 
ſticketh cloſer than a brother. Haſt thou been 
wandering from Chriſt, and doſt thou find all thy 
refuges fail? Return unto thy reſt, unto thy Chriſt, 
O my ſoul. What a reſt is Chriſt ! full of grace 
and mercy ; a reſt for weary ſinners ; a reſt for 
fin-ſick finners; a reſt for mourning finners; a 
reſt for rejoicing ſinners; a glorious reſt; for 
glory ſhall be to them-that reſt on him—In\ re- 
turning and reſt ſhall ye be ſaved. O for a living 
faith on this life-giving ſtone, this ſure foundation, 
this ſure reſting place. Lord, grant that I may 
be always coming {| up out of this "wilderneſs, lean- 
ing upon Chriſt my eternal reſt. 


* Prov. xxiii.c. + Pſalm liz. 16, f Prov. xviii. 24. 
$ Ifa, xxx. 15. Song viii. 5. 
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i DANIEL x11. 8. 7 
What hall be the end of 40 thing „ 


\ QUESTION of no ſcwal} moment, which 

© the ſons and daughters of Adam ſhould fre- 
quently put to themſelves. What i was, purſuit, 
aim, and endeavour ? is it pleaſure, carnal grati- 


* fication, and ſenſual indulgence ? What ſhall the 
end be? As ſhe * that liveth in pleaſure is dead 


while the liveth, ſo he who is purſuing theſe will 


find the wages to be death: for the wages of fin 


is death. Am I under the influence of ſelf- im- 


|  portance, relying on my duties as paſſports to Im- 


manuel's everlaſting land? what ſhall che end 
8 ? Vexation and diſappointment ; ſince Chriſt 
ſays to ſuch, Where 1 I am there you cannot 


come. But am I relying upon Chriſt for grace 


and mercy, and upon my improvement of grace 
given? Alas! what muſt the end of theſe things 


| be? Anguiſh of ſpirit; for Chrifth is the alone 


end of the law for righteouſneſs ; and he hath 


wove that garment of ſalvation which ſtands in 


no need of my patches; and my righteouſneſſes 
are as filthy rags. Am I profeſſing to believe the 


goſpel, to look to Chriſt ' for my falvation, and 


rely upon him for my 0 and yet king 


Tx | Tim. 3 + Rom. vi. 23 ＋ John vii. 34. 
$ Rom. x. 4. ] IIa. Kir. 6. A | 
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"10 the fleſh to fulfil the luſts thereof? and to the 
world countenancing its ways, by my walking in 
them? what fhall be the end? but that of the 
hypocrites portion, eternal diſappointment. Am 
I deceiving myſelf, and having a name to live 
through external profeſſion, and yet am dead in 
the fight of God ? what will the end be ? Exter- 
nal loſs. Not * every one that ſaith unto me, 
Lord, Lord, ſhall enter into the kingdom. of 
heaven ; but he that doeth the will of my Father 
who is in heaven. Self deception, how fatal ! 


LS 
- DANIEL XII. 8. , 
Mat ſiall be the end of theſe AYE #-* : 


0 MY ſoul, how important thy concerns | how 

needful for thy preſent peace, to be aſſured 
thou art going on in a way that will have a proſ- 
perous iſſue. Let me enquire concerning thee. 
Art thou bleſſed with the + true circumciſion of 
the ſpirit, ſo that thou haſt no confidence in the 
fleſh ? art thou glorying in Chriſt, as the Lord, 
thy Tighteouſneſs and ſtrength ? art thou worſhip- 
ing the Lord, thy Creator, in ſpirit and in truth? 
art thou glorifying God in life and converſation, 
endeavouring to walk even as Chriſt thy Saviour 
walked? What ſhall be the end of theſe * ? 


# Matt. vil. 21. + Phil. iii. 


IM .of the wicked.; freedom in the uninterrupted ſer- 


x IN F 26 ] 
bot that 'while further communications of grace 
and ſtrength are poured into thee, thou ſhalt grow 
up more into the image and likeneſs of Chriſt, 
and this ſhall terminate in thy being everlaſtingly 
with him. Art thou mourning for ſin, * ſigbing 
for the abominations of the land? Js Chriſt thy 
all, and God's ſervice thy delight Under an ex- 
perience + of God's love, ſhed abroad in the heart 
by the Holy Spirit given -unto thee, art thou 
loathing felf, and walking humbly before God? 
The end of theſe things ſhall be an eternal abode 
in that place where the voice of mourning is never 
heard; thou ſhalt enjoy freedom from the exiſt- 
ence of ſin ãn thee,; freedom from the blaſphemies 


vice of God in that holy temple where t Chriſt is 
the light thereof, thou ſhalt enjoy the perpetual 
preſence of thy Redeemer. Beloved\, (ſays the 
apoſtle to his brethren in the Lord,) now are we 
the ſons of God, and it doth not yet appear what 
we ſhall be: but we know, that when he ſhall 
appear, we ſhall be like him: for we ſhall ſee him 
as he is—O.my ſoul, be looking and AER» for 
| Chriſt's ſecond coming. 


* Ezek. ix. 4. + Rom. V. 5. 
3 Rev. Xi. 23. 91 John iii. 2. 
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JEREMIAH x. 7. 
' Who would net fear Thee, O King of Nations! 


HE majeſty and power of "Jehovah will, at 
| one time dr another, ſtrike the ſinner with 
y awe, and fill his mind with apprehenfion. A 
A ſlaviſh fear of God mankind naturally poſſeſs-—— 
t they are admoniſhed by conſcience, and by it 
u condemned. for not fulfilling its admonitions. A 
|? general idea of the power and glory of that God 
de who is jealous of his own honour, cheriſhes this 
er flaviſh fear in the mind; yet man reſiſts con- 


ſt- ſcience, tries to get rid of this fear, and runs again 
es into fin. But, who is the man that hath done 
er- Wthis? is it he who laſt week juſtly ſuffered the ſen- 
tence of the law of his country, and previous to 
his execution confeſſed the fact for which he was 
ondemned ? rather, is it not every man that hath 
ated thus? is it not I ? Yes, conſcience whiſ- 
pers, * thou art the man. Conſider then, O my 
oul, what thou haſt done for thyſelf ; does not 

he declaration apply to thee—O Iſrael +, thou 
aſt deſtroyed thyſelf? it does I am guilty— 
Muſt I not fear Thee, O King of nations? 
uſt I not dread thy power, O King of Kings, 
ind Lord of Lords? As a ſinner, I have reaſon 
o fear thy juſtice, becauſe I have armed it againſt 

nyſelf, by voluntary tranſgreſſions of thy law— 


® 2 Sam. xii, 9, 1 Hof. xiii. 9. 
C2 


| [ 8. 
ibut * mercy rejoiceth againſt judgment, that mercy 
thou haſt manifeſted to me in Chriſt Jeſus, by 
whom thy juſtice is ſatisfied. I defire to fear 
Thee as my God and Father—my God of Love, 
who haſt mauifeſted thy love, by implanting thy 
fear within me, which led me to Chriſt for ſal- 
vation, enabled me to fly to him as my refuge, 
and to truſt in him my complete redemption— 
even ſo, Father; for thus. it ſeemed good. in thy 
grace to deal with me. 


. — 


MATTHEW XXII. 42. 19 Ji 

M lat think ye of Chrift? H 
PON our right thinking of Chriſt our pre- 
ſent happineſs depends; to think rightly 
of him, we muſt know him, and to know him 
we mult be taught by the Spirit. The promiſe 
is, all + thy children ſhall be taught of the Lord. 
The Spirit teacheth us, that Chriſt fulfilled att 
righteouſneſs; that he died, f the juſt for the un- 
juſt; that he is God the Saviour, Mediator, andi 
Advocate. But what do I think of Chriſt? That 
S there is none like him, for there is none other 
name given to man, through whom ſalvation 
may be obtained; that he took our nature — died 
in that nature, I that he might deſtroy him who 


* James ii. 13. + 16. liv. 13, 1 Pet, iii, 18. 
$ Acts iv. 42. Heb. ii. 14. 
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Rad the power of death, that is the devil ; that he 
triumphed over him openly, when he led captivity +: 
captive ; and that he ever liveth the advocate of 

his people, interceding for them. Yet, O my 
ſoul, thou didſt not always think thus of Chriſt ;- 
once thou thoughteſt not of him; thou didſt not 

ſee excellency in him; partookeſt not of his- 

grace, waſt.in darkneſs; but he who ſaid, let * 
there be light, and there was light, ſhined into my 
underſtanding, diſcovered myſelf to myſelf, and 

thereby deſtroyed all hope in myſelf; I ſaw juſti- 
fication muſt be by a ſinleſs obedience of the law, 
and now my proud heart became humbled, and I. 
was made willing to receive ſalvation as God's 
gift, I ſaw in the word, Chriſt the Divine Pro- 
phet, Prieſt, and King appointed of the Father. . 
I came under divine drawings for teaching. 1. 
came to Chriſt, my ſacrifice. for ſin, and ſurren- 
dered'to his power ; I found him precious to my 
ſoul, as my righteouſneſs and atonement, and my 
all. Let me ever think highly of Chriſt, be 
always glorying in this Lord. Let the queſtion, 
What think you of Chriſt? be always upon my 
mind, that I may be giving up all for him, who- 
is my Saviour and my God. 


* Gen. i, 3. 


e 


11981 | 
PSALM LV. 22 115 


: Caſt thy burden 1 hon the Lord. 


] ORD, give me faith to do it, and I ſhall do 
| it, But what is my burden? Sin ſtirring 
within me, working in my members, and warring 
againſt my peace, comfort, and joy - hat corrup- 
tion within, what temptation without ! I ſee this 
day, that if God had baniſhed me into hell the very 
day I was born, he would have been juſt, ſo ex- 
| ceeding polluted is that nature which 'I inherit 
from Adam. By“ nature I am a child of wrath, 
11 was ſhapen in iniquity, and in fin did my 
4 mother conceive me. Who 4 can bring a clean 
thing out of an unclean? It is this corrupt na- 
ture which works within me ; I feel pride riſing ; 
fretfulneſs ſtirring ; impatience working ; anger 
exciting to ſpeak unadviſedly with my lips. Thou, 
O Lord, knoweſt this is my burden, becauſe 
thou, even thou haſt made it ſo, And what ſhall 
J do, and where, and how ſhall I obtain relief? 
Caſt thy burden upon the Lord What, Jeſus, 
art thou thus inviting and commanding ? art thou 
thus compaſſionating and friendly? Yes, it is. thou 
who ſayeſt to every burthened ſoul longing for 
deliverance, caſt thy burden upon the Lord : O, 
; what tenderneſs, compaſſion, and love ! how gra- 
h cious the invitation, how full of love the com- 


* Epheſ, ii. 3. Pſalm li. 5. + Job xiv. 4. 


* 1 

- ct My heart does "IH its own bitter- 
- feel the plague of it, and it is my burden 
that I cannot love my God more, and ſerve him 
better. A little matter beſtirs my pride, and I 
ſwell like a toad. Diſappointment excites impa- 
tience, I feel, I mourn that it is thus, becauſe: 
God is diſhonoured,. and. F bring guilt upon my 
ſoul. Yet I will join with the ſweet finger of 
Iſrael. Why“ art thou caſt down, O my ſoul? 
eaſt thy burden on the Lord, and I ſhall yet 
praiſe him who is the health of my countenance. 
and my God. : 


„ Pt 
_ MICAH II. 10. 
_ This is not your raft... 


TVERY thing in nature and providence en- 
forces this on the mind of man; the conſtant. _ 
changes: of the ſeaſons ; the revolutions that take 
place in the world; the prevalence of wickedneſs ; 
nox10us men, and noxious ayimals, all cry, this 
is not your reſt; all ſpeak to the conſidering, me- 

ditating, enlightened mind. God made nothing in 
vain; no circumſtance takes place accidentally ; 
the hand, the voice. of God, is to be ſeen and 
heard in every thing. The diſorders in the world, 
the jarring elements, beaſts, birds, and fiſhes of 
prey,; the rich wallowing in fin, and the poor. 


* pſalm xlii. 21, 
24 


Ne 32 


my W — 


ſervants of God deſpiſed and afflicted, all pro- 
© claim to man, this is not your reſt; here you 
have * no continuing city; and the ſervant of 
Chriſt replies, +1 lothe it, I would not live here 
always. The biting of an inſect, the barking 
of a dog, the timid animal flying my approach, 
alike convince me that I am a ſinner, and that 
this is not my reſt, Can there be reſt where 
there is perpetual change? In my duties the ſame 
conviction forces itſelf upon my mind, viz. 
Thoughts wandering ; pride riſing; coldneſs pre- 
vailing; temptations aſſaulting; fears and doubts 
exiſting, all unite in crying, this is not your reſt. 
14 O my ſoul, how art thou acting under theſe feel- 
ings? art thou, under divine inſtruction, led to 
ſeek for thy reſt in Chriſt Jeſus, and waiting for 
that eternal reſt which is in him? O. all. ſuffi- 
cient Saviour, in thee the weary find reſt, and 
with thee, thy diſciples ſhall ever reſt. Let me 
never reſt ſatisfied but in thee; bear me on the 
wings of thine everlaſting love and mercy, to the 
| joyful land of everlaſting reſt ; enable me to glory 
in Chriſt; and let me at all times find the world 
is crucified unto me, and I unto the world, amen, 


even ſo, Lord 285 45 
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ſinners ? did he not die for me? Aſtoniſhing in- 


"Fw I 22 4 / 
HOSEA III. 1. with, 
Beloved of her friend, pet an adultereſs. 


HE character is mine; what reaſon for hu-- 
mility ? at one time my heart glows with 
love of Chriſt ; ſoon my affection ſeems ſraying; 
and I loſe ſight” of him whom my ſoul loveth ; . 
coldneſs ſeizes my ſpirit, my ſoul is benumbed 
with the ſtupor of inſenſibility; ſpiritual life 5 
pears decaying ; ſome-idol engages my attention; 
the enemy knows what worm is likely to catohy 
I-nibble, I bite, and become an eaſy prey. This 
is my weakneſs, and my fin, drawn out of- my 
element of ſpiritual love and duty, I faint, I mourn. 


But is Chriſt my friend, and am I loved of him! 25 


Has he diſcovered his love, his grace te my ſoul ? 

Ah me ! a poor inconſtant! beloved of Chriſt, 

the ſon of God; plucked by him che eternal God, | 
a brand. out. of. the. fire; , enlightened .ints his 
truth; quickened in my ſoul ;..receiving freſh ma- 
nifeſtations of his love, and freſh communications 

of his grace, and yet an adultereſs | going after 


other lovers! Lord, what is man! aud what am- 


II It muſt be of thy * mercy that I am not. 
conſumed, and becauſe thy compaſſions fail not. 

But am I beloved of Chirſt the Saviour? what 
proof. hath he given thereof? has he not died for- 


© * 


* Lam. iii. 22. 


cg. 


1 1 34 ] 
ſtance of divine love! Is he not leading me, 
now that he hath recovered me out of the hands 
of the enemy, * in a right way to the city of my 
heavenly habitation? O then what a friend is 
Chriſt to me | how often does he appear for me, 
and manifeſt his grace and mercy to me? He 
counſels me in his wiſdom ; + hedges up my way ; 
_ convinces me of my fin ; leads me to the fountain 
of his blood; gives me faith in himſelf; and 
t heals my backſlidings, becauſe he is married 
unto me. : . > 


; — —— | 
 PHILIPPIANs Ul. 9 LOL? 
. And be found in him. 45 


FH APPYS are the people that are in ſuch a 
ſtate; yea, bleſſed are they who have this 
Lord for their God. Be found in him, in Chriſt 
the Lord; in him as the branch in the vine; 
myſterious union, effected by the powerful ope- 
ration of God the Spirit; deſirable, becauſe 
everlaſtingly beneficial. In Chriſt? then not in a 
ſtate of alienation from God; not || an alien from 
the commonwealth of Iſrael ; not in bondage to 
ſin; not I in love with the weak and beggarly 
clements of this world; not in love with ſelf; 
not a citizen of the world, but a citizen of Zion. 
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* Pſalm cvii. 7. + Hof. ii. 6. f Jer. iii. 14. 
$ Pſalm cxliv, 15. Epheſ. ii. 12, q Col. ii. 20. 
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E 1 
O ſoul, doſt ſee what Chriſt is to them who are 
ſavingly united unto him? who are * taken out 


of the wild olive tree, and engrafted into him? 


are they accepted of God becauſe” found in 


Chriſt ? ſhall they enjoy many peculiar and good 


privileges in time, becauſe they are in Chriſt ? 
ſhall they die in the Lord Chriſt ? and ſhall they, 
becauſe riſen in Chriſt, dwell with him in eter- 
nity ? Surely then thou muſt be anxious to know, 
that thou art one with Chriſt, by a ſpiritual mar- 
riage, a ſpiritual union, which. is marvellous, yet 
indiſſoluble. Doſt thou ſee, feel, and lament 


thy vileneſs-? haſt thou increaſing views; of the 
evil of fin ? art thou mourning thine unbelief? art 


thou waiting at wiſdom's doors ? ceaſing from 
doing evil, renouncing ſelf-confidence, giving up 


thy works, thy name, thy reputation, and willing 


to be accounted + a fool, ſo that thou mayeſt be 


wiſe in Chriſt? is Chriſt in thy eſtimation of 
him more. defirable than thouſands of gold and. 
ſilver? is it. thus with thee, and how. came it to 


be ſo? But. becauſe he who maketh all things 
new, hath created thee again in Chriſt Jeſus, and 
manifeſted to thee thine acceptance with God 
the Father, ſo that thou canſt ſet thy ſeal to this 
ſcripture, ſanctified $ by God the Father, and 
preſerved in Chriſt Jeſus and called. 


* Rom. xi. 17. 1 1 Cor. iii. 18. 1 Jude W 1 
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MALACHI IV. 2. 
The fun of righteouſneſs. | ia 


WHAT mercies, 0 my God, art thou pour- 
| ing down upon us ſinners ; avi haſt thou 
appeared i in the time of aur extremity ! The ſun. 
- * ſhines, the corn ripens, the harveſt is going on, 
the crops are abundant, and thou the God of 
providence art proving thyſelf to be the God of 
grace; thou * crowneſt the year with thy good- 
neſs, and thy clouds drop fatneſs; thou art 
the God of grace; Jeſus, thy ſun of righteouſneſs, 
hath ariſen upon a dark world; hath ariſen upon 
dark ſinners; by his light diſcovering the evil of 
. fing i in requiring ſo great a ſacrifice; thou diſ- 
playeſt thy love to finners in him thine unſpeax- 
able great gift; he ſhines into, and on the ſoul, 
by his reviving rays, and by the ſhowers of thy 
grace, the ſeed of thy word takes root, and grows; 
firſt 7 the blade, then the ear, then the full corn in 
the ear. Has this ſun ariſen upon me? am I 
honoured of the Lord, as one of his huſband- 
men, ſowing the ſeed of his word? Surely I muſt 
fay, what 1 hath God wrought? and what am I 
and my father's houſe, that God ſhould deal thus 
mercifully with me ? Glorious Jeſus, ſhine more 
powerfully into my ſoul ; warm with thy beams 
my heart, with a ſenſe of the Father's everlaſting 


* Pſalm Ixv. 11: 1 Mark iv. 28. © | Num. Xiii. 23. 


[3 1 


e [I and while I view iow the, 
bleeding. ſacrifice ; let me ſee my fin to be eu 
ceeding ſinful; while thou doſt enable me to flee 
to thee, the great atonement, let me feel the con- 
ſolations of thy ſpirit / abounding in my ſoul. 5 
Lord manifeſt thy power, in working by a weak 
inſtrument ; enable me, who am indeed * leſs 
than the leaſt of all ſaints, to ſow the pure ſeed 
of thy word with greater diligence, waiting thy 
bleſſing that it may grow, and / be fruitful to 4 
praiſe. By thy grace I will make mention of ty, 
righteouſneſs only. | 


I'll point to my dw blood, 
And ſay, behold the tr to God. 


EXODUS XX. 5. £99 


IA. Lord {thy God am a jealous God. 


"HAT clearer proof of darkneſs ' on. the, 
mind of man, than his exalting himſelf at 
the expence of God's glory; and yet is he not 
conſtantly doing thus? One is vaunting of the 
dignity of human nature, as if mankind were a 
ſuperior ſet of beings, independent of God, and 
herein he is ſetting up his puny judgment againſt. 
that of his Maker, who declares of ſuch beings, 
* + is none that doeth good, n one. | 


* Ephe, i iii. 1 18, I Palm Iii. 3˙ 


Sa that continually. And where is the rectitude of 


[ 38] 
Another boaſts of the rectitude of his will, and 
the uprightneſs of his. diſpoſition, and is puffed 
up with his imaginary excelling virtue; but God; 
who made man perfect, declares of him, as a 
fallen creature; and of thoſe born. of him, that 
the ® imagination of man's heart is only evil, and 


that will which is in oppoſition to the will of 
God? or the uprightneſs of that diſpoſition which 
is diſſatisfied with the diſpenſations of the Al- 
mighty? Another is looking to himſelf, and cries, 
J have a good heart; but where is the goodneſs- 
of that heart, which God the ſearcher of hearts; 
declares to be + deceitful. above all things, and. 
deſperately wicked? A fourth. looks to his deal- 
ings, his duties, his works, and cries ;. Aha t, I 
am warm, theſe -are my confidence, my armour,. 
wy all] Alas, poor ſelf and Satan deluded mor- 
tal! can God be thy debtor ? art thou not taking. 
to tbyſelf that glory which belongs. only to God, 
who is a jealous God, and will & not give his 
glory to another. The foregoing arguings here- 
tofore prevailed in my mind. Who hath made 
me to differ ||, but God who is rich in mercy, 
and abundant in goodneſs? To thee, O Lord: 
God, Father, Son, and Spirit, be all the glory of: 
my ſalvation. Keep me, by thy grace, from look- 


* Gen. vi. 5. + Jer. xvii. 9. 


+ Iſa. xliv. 16. 
$ Ifa, xlii. 8. I Epheſ. ii. 4. i 


1 9 1 


ing to, or having any confidence in an arm of 
fleth ; let me be depending upon thee to work * in 
me to will, and to do of thy good pleaſure, that 
1 may be working out my ſalvation with fear and 4 


trembling. . | : 

2 | , 7 — 

e . 
The God of Peace ſhall braif likes under your feet 
* Anh. 

OW full of trouble is the renewed ſoul under 
the galling ſuggeſtions of Satan] how ſhort 
is time, when compared with eternity | how full of 
comfort the title here appropriated to God !4he God 
of Peace—how? Through the atonement made 
by the Prince of Peace, Jeſus Chriſt. The God of 
Peace when? When He ſhews a reconciled face 
to ſinners, who turn to him and approach him 
through Jeſus Chriſt ; who by faith, the gift of 
God, are truſting to, and relying on Chriſt for 
ſalvation. Jefus'is this God of Peace; not only 
as effecting peace between God and man, but as 
bringing peace into the conſcience, through the 
revelation of his ſpirit. Does my conſcience teſ- 
tify againſt me, and joining with the law of God 
condemn me as a tranſgreſſor? The Spirit in his 
word reveals Chriſt the law-fulfiller ; by the ſame 
word works faith in me, re I fly to Chriſt, 


** Phil. ii. 12. 


[ 4 ] 
as fulfilling all righteouſneſs for me; and being“ 
juſtified by faith, I haye.peace with God, through 
Jeſus Chriſt- my. Lord; and he who being the + 
ſeed. of the woman bath bruiſed the ſerpent's 
head, will, in his own time, bruiſe Satan that 
ſerpent. under my feet ſhortly. Let me then be 
always mixing faith with: this precious word. of 
promiſe, and rely on him, who will fmally 
make me more than a conqueror. Let me, un- 
der every aſſault of, every conflict with Satan, 
remember who is on my fide, and that my} 
light affliction, which is but for a moment, ſhall 
work for me a far more exceeding and eternal 


weight of glory. Lord, do thou hold me up, and 
I ſhall be ſafe... 


— —— — 


HEBREWS XII. 2. 7 , 
Looking unto Feſus: , of 


OW gracious the command &, look unto me 
how full of comfort compliance with it! 
Lord, what is man, that thou ſhouldſt thus dire& 
and counſel him! where have I been looking for 
peace, comfort, and happineſs? but to the world, 
fin, and- barren ordinances ! truly they are dry 
_ breaſts, there is no refreſhing milk of conſolation 
Q be drawn thence ; nothing there. but what 


„ Rom. v. 1. + Gen. iii. 15, 
4+ 2 Cor, iv. 17. P Ia. xlv. 22. 


( 4] 
brings diſappointment and pain. But where am | 
looking now, and to whom? Lord, I can appeal 
to thee, that though my eyes are dim, I am, 
through thy grace, looking unto Jeſus, in whom |, 
thou haſt convinced me there is beauty and all 
excellency. Thou haſt condeſcended to become 
my teacher, and I am perſuaded there is none 
teacheth like thee. But what am I looking unto 
Jeſus for? The grace of repentance ; the pardon 
of {in ; the conſolation of my mind; and looking 
to him my everlaſting prize. My prayer to 
Chriſt is, for that & godly ſorrow, which worketh 
repentance unto ſalvation not to be repented of; 
for the pardon of my fins of thought, as well as 
of word and deed; that my mind being endued 
by him with peace, I may be running t my race 
with patience ; Jeſus, Lord, I am looking unto 


: thee,” poor as I am, for the riches of thy grace; 
o naked, as ] have made myſelf, for thy garment 
of of ſalvation, thy robe of righteouſneſs ; weak as 
it! I feel myſelf, for ſtrength out of thy fulneſs; 1 
ect am looking to thee for the continual operation of 
Gn thy ſpirit, that I may be growing up into Wine 1 
rid, 10008 from glory to glory: 
oY, ＋ 2 Cor, vii. 10. 75 Heb. xit. x Cor. iu. 18. 
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to fight + the good fight of faith; on. thee I 


141 


ISAIAH XLV. 22. A ws 
' Look unto me. 


ATAN is whiſpering, what warrant have you 
ſuch a vile ſinner, ſuch a proud ſinner, ſuch a 
filthy polluted ſinner, for looking unto Chriſt ? 
Satan, I know ſomething of thy devices; is not 


this word of God my warrant ? look unto me,. 


and. be ye ſaved *, for I came not to call the 
righteous but ee to repentance... To thee, 
O Jeſus, will I look for the forgiveneſs of 
my. ſins, for grace by thy grace and ſtrength 


am looking, knowing how vile I am, for 
cleanſing ;: I fly to the fountain of thy blood;. 


which cleanſeth t from all ſin; I look. to thy 


faithfulneſs, while I rely upon thy power, for 


meekneſs, patience, forbearance, and love; IL 


look unto thee for humility, peace, and joy; for 
comfort through life ; ſupport in death; and glory 
in eternity. Do thou, gracious Saviour, look upon 
me; lift & up the light of thy countenance upon 
me, and I ſhall 8 whole; cauſe | thy face to 
ſhine upon me, and I ſhall be ſaved ; fill my ſout 
with love of thee ;. fill my heart with grace in 
thee; fill my ſpirit with thy ſpirit. I look to 
thee, O my Saviour, for ſalvation: from my ſins; 
to thee, my Redeemer, for redemption from the- 


* Matt. ix. 13. + 1 Tim. vi. 12. ＋ 1 John i. 7. 
$ Pſalm iv. 6. {},Pſalm xx, z. 


el n FRET 


-_ pq 

v Lak 

2 2 1 
* Y 82 
3, = E 


* 
2d 


PLIES! a AS ATI. wal 3 1 77 
. Nj SB nes ae 


9 


n 
9 7 2 _ 


| E 
kurſe of thy law; to thee; my Mediator and 
Advocate, for acceptance with the Father. Thou 
art the altar * upon which I offer up my ſacti- 
fice of prayer and praiſe, looking for acceptance 
through thy gracious preſentation of them unto 
my heavenly Father, and through thy no leſs gra- 
cious interceſhon, My finful nature, my hard 
heart, my haſty ſpirit, my coldneſs, and my great 
inſenſibility, make me look unto thee, 


— — 


PSALM X11, 1. 4 / 
Hell, Lord! Yo POR 
Weaker than a bruiſed reed, 


Help I every moment need, 


ND O the aſtoniſhing goodneſs of G0 in 
the proviſion made in that covenant + of 
grace, which isin all things well ordered and ſure ! 
help f laid upon one that is mighty; one choſen 
from among the people; one who is a merciful _ 
and compaſſionate high prieſt ; one who knows 
how to & ſuccour them that are tempted. How 
ſuited to my feelings and the diſtreſs of my mind 
is this prayer of David. Alas! my corrupt na- 
ture is like the fountain bubbling up bitter waters, 
conſtantly bubbling up fin. How little a circum- 
ſtance ſtirs the ſpring, and makes the waters 


„ Heb. xiii. 10. Sam. Xxiii. 5. 
+- Pſalm 1xxxix, 19. $ Heb. ii. 18. 


4 } 


Þ Gow ſoon is my pride hurt ? how quickly 
45 [ ſpeak unadviſedly. with my lips? Every day 


I am more convinced of my weakneſs. and igno- 

rance, the deceitfulneſs of my heart, the perverſe- 
neſs of my will. Can ſuch an one be a brand 

| plucked out of the burning, be a diſciple of Chriſt? 


O Lord, thou knoweſt, and thou ſeeſt me humbled. 
and. abaſed before thee, mourning my corrupt. 


nature, the reſiſtance of my will, the haſtineſs of; 
my ſpirit. This is the work of th 7 Spirit, and I 


praiſe thee for it. Help, Lord, a poor. helpleſs. 


{inner ! ſtrengthen a poor weak ſinner! Pardon, 


O thou atoning Saviour, a poor guilty ſinner! 
Comfort, O thou Holy Spirit, a. poor ſorrowing 
finner! O my Father Gud, look upon the face 


of thine Anointed, and foggive a poor broken- 


hearted ſinner | Heal, thou God of grace, my 


manifold backſlidings, and help me, Lord, for the 


time to come] bleſs me with a ſpirit of mecknels,. 


and beautify * me with thy ſalvation l Help, 
Lord, againſt all mine enemies! help me to read 
thy word, to meditate upon it, and to bring it 


forth into practice in my life and converſation; 


to put + on the ornament of, a: meek and quiet 
ſpirit, which is, in the ſight of. my God, of great, 


price] help me to exerciſe faith upon the eternal. 
word, upon the revealed word; to walk uprightly,: 


humbly, faithfully !' help me againſt myſelf ! 


* Pſalm cxlix. 4., 4:1 Pet. iti. . 
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PSALM III. 5. | 


7 laid me down and fleft : 1 awaked, for the Lord 
| ſuſtained me. | | 


THOU watchful guardian of my ſleeping 
hours, what ſhall I render unto thee for thy - 
mercies renewed unto me every morning, vouch- 
ſafed unto me every moment? O give me a 
grateful heart, that I may bring my tribute of 
praiſe unto my Lord! Glory be unto thee, O God, 
for ſuſtaining me through the night! How many 
have ſpent the hours of darkneſs under the power 
oſ the prince of darkneſs? how many who have 
lived without God in the world have died in en- 
mity with him ? how many have ſpent the night 
upon beds of languiſhing, their bodies racked 
with pain, their ſouls agonizing with the fear of 
death, filled with terror at the thoughts of ap- 
pearing before that God whoſe honour they have 
inſulted, whoſe mercy they have rejected! And 
why is it that I have ſpent the night comfortably 
in ſweet refreſhing ſleep, in. ſome meditations on 
my God? O the aboundings of grace, mercy, 
and peace, unto me a ſinner | How art thou af- 
fected, O my foul ! art thou more convinced that 
God is the alone ſupreme Good ? art thou more 
determined on the Lord's fide ? feeleſt thou thy- 
ſelf utterly unworthy of thy Lord's mercy ? thou 
| haſt exiſted another night in time, thou art con- 


1% S446 * 
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L 46 ] Yay: 
| ſequently ſo much nearer eternity : the night of 
death is haſtening, the ſhadows of the evening 
are ſtretched out—-there are grey+ hairs upon thee : 
doſt thou conſider this? art thou a partaker of 
divine grace, living by faith to the glory of God? 
ſoon thou ſhalt wake in eternity, to be for ever 
with the Ancient f of Days, and with ſongs of 
everlaſting praiſe ſhall triumph in redeeming love, = 
aſcribing glory to God in the higheſt trains. | 
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EPHESIANS 11. f. 2 2 


By grace are ye ſaved. 


"HEN what hath man to boaſt of? How free 
and how full is the grace of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt ! - free—for whoſoever will may come and 
take of the water of life freely; full for it 
abounds to the vileſt of ſinners, who will take it 
freely: Whoſoever cometh || unto me, ſays the 
Saviour, I will in no wiſe caſt out. Tt is inex- 
hauſtible grace, for the mercy © of the Lord en- 
dureth for ever. The appointment of the Son to 
be the Redeemer of ſinners was free on the part 
of the Father ; the work of ſalvation, as accom- 
pliſhed by Chriſt, was the performance of a vo- 
luntary undertaking ; the Spirit's enlightening and 


* Jer. vi. 4. + Hoſ. vii. 9. } Dan. vii. 9. 
J Rev. xxii. 17. [ John v. 37. © Pf, cxxxvi. paſſim. 
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enlivening che ſinner, and bringing (this Seien 
into his ſoul, is free. O the depth of divine love, 
the extent of divine grace, in ſaving ſinners, in 
their being accepted of God in Chriſt, and in their 
being reſtored to the divine favour ! By grace are 
ye ſaved—free, rich, ſovereign grace—even the * 
grace of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. | Come then with 
me, my fellow ſinner, to this only ſource of true 
comfort; come with me, however vile, to the 
ever- flowing fountain which cleanſeth from all 
fin: here is a remedy extenſive as thy diſeaſe; © | 
here, is blood of infinite value; here is balm to 

heal all thy wounds. Oh ! ſtand not doubting 
whether thou mayeſt come, but fly for thy life to 
Chriſt, the alone propitiatory ſacrifice : he invites 


you, declaring you ſhall not meet with a refuſal; 


Saul of Tarſus, Mary Magdalen, and millions 
join in one cry, Come to Jeſus,” he ſaved us, 
he ſtands-ready to ſave you.“ By grace—remem- 
ber that word; By grace are ye ſaved. Father, 


Son, and Holy Spirit, invite you; holy angels are 


looking upon you, that they may rejoice in your 
admiſſion into the family of God. Kiſs + the Son, 
bow to the ſceptre of his love; ſalvation is by him, 
and from him freely—all is of grace : he 1s the 
gift of God, in hom is eternal life: he is able, 
for he is almighty, and willing, for he bids you 
come; you are not too poor, nor too vile for 


* 2 Cor, xiii. 14. + Pſalm ii. 12. 
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him to enrich and pardon * be lays, 0 by 
Sits IHE axes £ 


* " NEREMIAH Iv. 10. His / 
The 1 of the bearers of bundens is decayed ; 


and there is much rubbiſh, fo mw we are not 
able to build the wall. | | 


| WW HAT a juſt deſcription is this of man, of 
| myſelf, — of ſtrength, and incapable 
of removing the rubbiſh of a ſinful carnal heart of 
unbelief. How can I build-<in, and of myſelf, 
that obedience which will juſtify me, and behind 
which I ſhall be in a ſtate of ſecurity from mine 
enemies ? How can he, whoſe locks have been 
ſhorn through his own folly, contend with that 
enemy into whoſe power he hath ſinfully betrayed 
_ himſelf? When I ſay I will ariſe and ſhake “ my- 
ſelf, alas! I find my ſtrength gone, and I have 
Neither power nor might againſt my foes. What 
is man but weakneſs! what is the natural in- 
cdlination, diſpoſition, and deſire, but rubbiſh! 
How then can he repair the breach which fin 
hath made? But man is renewed through divine 
grace? yet ſtill he feels the text applicable to him- 
ſelf, deſcriptive of fin, or why. do we find ſuch 
feeling confeſſions, ſuch mournful complaints in 


* Judges xvi. 20, 


g | = 
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. 
the hiſtories of God's people in different ages of 


he weng p 
akneſs'of Iſaac in denying his wife; and when 
in his old age he would have given the bleſſing to 
ſau which God had ordained for Jacob? And 
hat was Jacob's conduct under the loſs of his 
Won Joſeph, but a weak indulgence of a wrong 
pirit 2 The commiſſion of complicated crimes by 
avid, and the violent ſifugglings of corruption 


. n the Apoſtle, who declares he did that he would 
52 ot, confirm the declaration, That the ſtrength 
* of the bearers of burdens is decreaſed; that there 


s much rubbiſh, ſo that we cannot build he 


vall. es "i 
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een 2 

that | Fn 

yed I THESSALONIANS v. 15. 

my- Poyllato that which ig good. 

2 E * ER may I be bringing forward the 
hat faults of which the people of God have 
* zen guilty, as they are recorded in ſcripture, 
iſn 


y way of excuſe for, or extenuation of my ſin: 


iin od forbid J ever ſhould be leſt to conſider 
"ny em in ſuch a light. No; it is my fin that 
um- y ſtrength is decayed ; it is a proof of my cor- 
ſoch Wot origin that I am a child of Adam, that I am 
S IN fallen creature. Why hath the Holy Spirit re- 


rded the failings of good men? Not that others 
ight take encouragement thence to go and do a 
| 8 


the world? Where was Abraham's ſtrength When 2 
to his maid Hagar? How great te 7 


T „ | 
"74 nb, and as rocks to ſhun; and if running 
agai ieſt them, to ſeek relief where they obtained 
it, and not indulge a ſpirit of deſpair; ſeek it in 
the covenant love, and mercy, and grace of an 
unchangeable God; that God who is the * God 
of Abraham, the God of Iſaac, the God of Ja- 
cob; that God to whom David flew for refuge, 
and Paul gloried in, when he cried out in triumph, 
I thank + God through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. 
Fly then, O my ſoul, with the wings of faith and 
love, to thy Redeemer God for ſtrength and con- 
- queſt, ſtrength to fight all thy Lord's battles, and 
for victory over all thy Lord's enemies. If thou 
wert not weak he could not be thy ſtrength ; if 
thou wert not incapable of removing the burden 
of thy ſins, that ſeparate between thee and thy 

God, he could not be thine atonement. Look to, 
confide, and glory in Chriſt thy Saviour ; follow 
on to know the Lord; and follow them who 
through' faith and patience inherit the promiſes— 
Then þ ſhall we know, if we follow on to know 
the Lord : his going forth is prepared as the 
morning ; he ſhall come unto us as the rain, as 
the latter and former rain unto the earth. 


* Luke xx, 37. + Rom. vii. 25. } Hoſea vi. 3. 
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Hos EA XIV. 4. 


1 will heal their backſlidings, 1 will love 4. 


freely, for mine anger is turned away from him. 


HAT an inexhauſtible eitaſurs ; is the ſcrip= 


ture | it contains a remedy for my every 
ſpiritual diſeaſe, and this remedy all in one, and 
that one the Saviour God. He ſpeaks with kind- 


neſs, he acts from love, his name is Love, and 
his loving-kindneſs is like himſelf, the * ſame 
yeſterday, to-day, and for ever. This appears in 


the ſoul-reviving declaration in the text: I will 


heal their blackſlidings, even Iſrael's, who is de- 


ſcribed as a backſliding + heifer ; I will love them 


freely, even Ephraim, whoſe goodneſs I is as the 


early dew. But leſt his poor ſorrowing back- 
ſliding people ſhould conclude this was written 
only for Ifrael, only for Ephraim, obſerve how 


compaſſionately God changes the plural them into 


the ſingular Aim, for mine anger is turned away 
from him.” Words of grace | for & grace is in 


the lips, and dwells upon the tongue of my Re- 


deemer. He ſays, Turn || ye backſliding children, 
for I am married to. you. How encouraging the 
ideas of children and the marriage relation ! what 
tenderneſs, what pity, what love ! a child to 


* Heb. xiii, 8. + Hoſea iv. 16. t Hoſea vi. 4. 
8 Pſalm xlv. 2. I Jer. iii. 14. i 
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whom the Saviour is married! In this double 
relation ſtands every believer, born from above, 
a partaker of a ſpiritual nature, and united to 
Chriſt as the bride whom he loveth; and yet back 
ſlicing! Alas! what is man? what am I? par- 
taking the Lord's mercies, taſting his grace, ex- 
periencing his love, and yet backſliding! How 
oft do various occurrences get poſſeſhon of my 

mind! how often am I taken by ſurprize ! how _ 
ſoon does my tinder catch fire! My heart deceit- 

ful, my choughts unholy and unclean, my affec- 
tions halting, ſin ſtirring within and diſtreſſing 
What, muſt I do? where can I betake myſelf ? 
Lord, let me hear thy voice addrefling me, even 
me, with, —T will heal their backflidings, I will 
loye them freely, for mine anger is turned away 


from him. 
F 


MALACcHIL iii. 6. 


1 am the Lord, I change not, therefore ye ſons of 
Jacob are not conſumed. 


HOW variable the temper, changing the diſ- 
poſition, and fluctuating the affections of 
man | Mildneſs and violence, fin and holineſs, 
God and the world, alternately prevail ; but which 
of theſe predominate ? Is there any oppoſition 
made ? or is the mind calm and contented ? and 
am I indifferent as to what fruit 1 bring forth ? 
The Chriſtian is an enigma, which none but a 


>> 


Chriſtian can ſolve. The two contraries of heat 
and cold are found in the ſame perſon. Sometimes 


the love of God ſo fills the heart, that he longs to 
be diſſolved, and to be with Chriſt: then the ſpirit 
faints, and he hardly knows what he is, and but 


for former ſenſations and experiences would con- 


clude his name was felf-deception. He is grieved, 
mourns, and is filled with ſorrow ; but the aſto- 
niſhing revealed goodneſs of God affords encou- 


ragement to plead again the great atonernent and 


the promiſe : here he ſometimes finds, that he _ 


who turned and looked upon Peter turns to him 
and diſcovers a reconciled face. , When he con- 


ſiders his ingratitude, he is terrified ; when he | 


feels the abatement of that fervor of love which 
he once poſſeſſed, he finds fear working within 
him; but when he recollects that God remem- 
bers * he, is but duſt, that God is the Lord that 
does not nge, and that therefore he is not con- 


ſumed, he entertains an hope that he who hath 


directed him to forgive his treſpaſſing brother not + 
only ſeven times a day, but ſeventy times ſeven, 
| will forgive him, will pardon him. Thy forbear- 
ance to cut down ſuch a cumberer of the ground 
as I am, is a ſtriking proof that thou art an un- 
changeable God ; and though Satan whiſpers at 
this moment, Are you not ſpared to fill up the 
meaſure of your iniquity ? I am perſuaded he is a 


* Pſalm ciil. 14. + Matt, xviii. 22. 
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liar, and that thou art the God of Truth: with 
thee ® is no variableneſs or ſhadow of turning. 
Thy faints are conſtantly ſetting their ſeal to this 
truth, partaking thy mercy in Chriſt Jeſus, they 
Tejoice in an unchangeable God; they cry, It + 
is of the Lord's mercies we are not conſumed, 


f 


becauſe his compaſſions fail not. 2 
5 T7 

; ISAIAH VI. 3. l. * | 

Holy, haly, holy, is the Lord of Hoſts! 


WHO then may not fear to approach the holy 
. God! Father, Son, and Spirit. Bleſſed be 
God for the revelation of the Trinity of perſons 

in the glorious Godhead ; myſterious, but encou- 
raging! above the comprehenſion of man in this 
ſtate, but comforting | While I read God's de- 
claration, that the Father is holy, the Son is holy, 
and the Spirit is holy, and on comparing ſcripture 
with ſcripture, find that they are effentially and 
truly God, I no leſs find that though God is holy, 
and man unholy and unclean, yet God is merciful 
in pardoning the unholy, in cleanſing the polluted 
ſinner, The Father is holy, and yet gets glory to 
himſelf in the ſalvation of ſinners; the Son is 
holy, and ſecures the honour and glory of the 
Godhead in ais working out ſalvation for finners ; 


+ James 1. 17, + Lam. iii. 22, 


1 5s 3 
the Spirit i is holy, and diſcovers the holineſs of the 
deity in the revelation of falvation to ſinners. 


The Father ordains, the Son effects, the Spirit 
reveals that ſalvation which diſplays the love, 


grace, and power of Father, Son, and Spirit. 
I am a ſinner; ſin hath ſeparated “ between me 
and my God: I am a ſinner, naturally lying un- 
der the curſe of the law: I have been living + 


without God in the world, diſhonouring him, and 


diſgracing myſelf. God is holy; his law f is holy ; 
and yet a counſel & of peace between the eternal 
Trinity hath deviſed a plan, which being executed 
in the fulneſs of time, and revealed from heaven, 
diſcovers that holy as God is, he can, conſiſtent 


with that attribute, pardon ſinners; and that tile 


way through which the pardon is granted, is a 


| ſtriking demonſtration of his holineſs, while it 


evinees the riches of his grace, the aboundings of 


his mercy, and the || height and depth of his love. 
The Father ordaining, the Son atoning, the Spirit 
applying. O the depth of the love and mercy of 
the Triune God! The holy law honoured, the 


juſtice of God glorified in that ſalvation which 
the Son of God wrought out, and the Spirit re- 
veals and applies. 


* Iſaiah lix. 2. + Ephel. ii. 12. } Rom. vii. 12. 
Zech. vi. 13. Epheſ. iii. 18, 19. 
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ROMANS VIII: 12. Mr 


Ne are debtors. 


O whom? To God; and that as our creator, . 
our provider, and if quickened by the Spirit, 
as our Redeemer. In creation's work man ſtands 
foremoſt as an animal. The wiſdom and good- 
neſs of God are conſpicuous in endowing him 
with a rational foul, the faculty of thinking, re- 
flecting, &c.; and yet man, in thouſands of in- 
ſtances, lives as if the powers and endowments he 
poſſeſſes were conſiderably inferior to the brute 
creation. He is liberally ſupplied by God with 
the things neceſſary for the comfortable ſupport f 
animal life; but, alas! what abuſe of God's fa- 
yours in the uſe of thoſe providential ſupplies :” 
As a creature, he does not conſider the obligations 
keis under to his Creator ; a penſioner on the li- 
berality of his Maker, he conſiders not to whom 
he is indebted for life“ and breath, and all things. 
Whoſe character am I here deſcribing ? is it that 
of an Hottentot, of a wild Indian, or of an in- 
_  habitant of the frozen region of Iceland? is it 
not the character of many who call themſelves 
Chriſtians ? is it not mine own character? How 
great then muſt be my ſin, and how inexcuſeable 
and when God's love, manifeſted unto me in tax- 


* Acts xvii. 25. 


L 


ing me a wild crab by nature, and ingrafting me 
into Chriſt che fat“ olive tree, is brought into the 


account, howy magnified my crime of ingratitude ! 
how multiplied my fins of unmindfulneſs ! What 
my deſert as a ſinner but everlaſting puniſhment ? 


what my wages due but eternal death? But Iam 
a monument of ſparing mercy ; then a debtor to 


God for further time and opportunity to acquaint 


myſelf now with him. May I not truſt that Jam 
à partaker of ſaving grace ? Then am I nota 
debtor * A debtor I am to him who hath not cut 


me off in my ſins; to him who hath not caſt me 


off for my ingratitude. Preſerved in Chriſt +, that 


mercy might abound to me a ſinner; called by 
ſovereign grace, and brought near to God by the 


blood of the Lamb I, ſlain from the foundation of | 


the world ; ;—am I not a debtor . 


. 


PSALM CXXI. 2. 


My helf cometh from the Lord, which made heaven 


and earth. 


HAT am I, O Lord, that thou ould be- 
my heip ? while. ſinner is both my name 
and nature, that I ſhould be regarded by thee? 


that ſalvation ſhould be wrought out for me, and. 
given to me? How great is thy goodneſs, how: 


* Rom. xi. I7. 


L 58 J 
great is thy beauty, O Jeſus, Lord, the holy one of 
Iſrael! Ruined by the fall, and a ſelf-deſtroyer, 
thou art that mighty one upon whom help is laid 
for me a ſinner ; redemption is by thee, the great 
ſacrifice for ſin ; redemption is through thee, for 


N 5 thou haſt ſatisfied divine juſtice ; redemption is 


from thee, for thou art the Lord God. "I, feel 
myſelf deſcribed in thy word, a poor infant“ lying 
in my blood; yet helped of thee, the living God: 
I feel my weakneſs every day; but I find my 
help cometh of the Lord, who made heaven and 
earth: I feel my Ignorance and unmeetneſs for 
thy work ; but here again I find, to the glory of 
thy faithfulneſs, my help cometh of the- Lord: 

I have enemies plotting my overthrow, powerful 
are they and politic; I feel my weakneſs, that I - 
have no might or power to reſiſt them; but I find 
alſo that my help cometh of the Lord. Why 
then ſhould I fear, or give place to doubts in my 
mind? He who is the God of my falvation poſ- 
ſeſſes all power, for he made heaven and earth; 

he knows all my wants; he engages to exerciſe 
his power for my proteCtion. and preſervation, and - 
for my relief : he who made heaven and earth. 
poſſeſſes all wiſdom, and will therefore order all 
for my good: he hath ſaid, I will + be with thee; 
and is he not conſtantly fulfilling his word? Am, 
I a ſinner, ignorant, weak, and helpleſs? This. 


* Exek. xvi. 1, c. + Iſaiah 2liii, 2: 
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Lord is Chriſt the Saviour, the accepted ſacri- 
fice, the ® power of God, the wildom of God.. 


REVELATIONS XIX. 16. 10 5 


King of Kings, Lord of Lords. 


UCH is the depth of miſery into which man 

is fallen, that no arm leſs than almighty can 
recover him: ſuch is the evil of ſin, that no mere 
human blood can atone for it ; nothing leſs than- 
blood divine can explate B guilt. This is the 
myſtery the angels of God deſire to look into. 
Without | controverſy great is the myſtery of 
godlineſs, God manifeſt in*the fleſh. The ſecond 
perſon in the adorable Trinity became fleſh and 
dwelt d among us, and we beheld his glory, the 
glory of the only begotten of the Father, full of 
grace and truth. Convulſed nature teſtified at 
Chriſt's death, that more than mere humanity 


ſuffered. He who poſſeſſed power to lay down 5 


his life, had power to take it up again —he roſe 
again. Aſtoniſhing myſtery | amazing grace 
Seated upon the throne of his glory, he is King 
of Kings, and Lord of Lords. Is he my king,, 
the lord of my affections? Important queſtion. - 


If I am one of his conquered ones, he is ſwaying: 


* 1 Cor. i. 24. a + 1 Pet. i. 12. 
t 1 Tim. iii. 16. ß John i. 14. 
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the ſceptre of his love over me; fubject to his 
power, grace, and Spirit, I am a ſubject of his 
kingdom here, and through him an heir of ever- 
laſting glory. My pride kept me a long time 
from coming to him; my ſelf-· importance and ſuf- 
ficiency eclipſed his * ; my love of the world 
ſhut out the love of him, my God; carnal ſelf 
blinded my eye, that I could ſee no beauty or 
excellency i in him; but he determined to conquer, 
and who hath reſiſted his power ? Yet, are theſe 
his enemies flain ? are they deſtitute of all life ? 
or, like the benumbed viper apparently dead, do 
. they under the ſun of temptation revive again, 
and manifeſt that they ſtill poſſeſs ſo much life 
as to be the occaſion of fear? So it is; and 
abundant is the grace of this King of Kings, this 
Lord of Lords, who hath ſaid, Sin“ ſhall not 
have the dominion over you: When + the ene- 
my comes in like a flood, the Spirit of the Lord 
ſhall lift up a ſtandard againſt him, 


EPHESIANS v. 16. 8-7! id 
Redeeming Time. 
Y numbered days are decreaſing ; my allotted 


time is near expiring. How much has run to 


waſte, how much has been conſumed in vanity; and, 
ah | 


o Rom. vi. Ly ho F Iſa. lix, 19. 
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of the little that remains, how great a portion may be 
the time of ſickneſs, under the increaſing infirmities 


of a poor ſin- enervated body] What uſe ought to be 
made of ſuch conſiderations, but through the ſmall 


remnant. of my days to be redeeming time. Alas 


how much have the enemies of my ſoul had of 


that which is paſt? When I look back, and re- 

flect upon the imprudencies of childhood, the 
wickedneſſes of youth, and the ſins of manhood; 
when I conſider what incumbrances I have brought 
upon myſelf by. theſe things, and how much time 
is ſpent in thought thereupon, how many hours 


are paſſed in fleep, the amount is aſtoniſhing ; 3 


and all cry out, now, from this time, for the time 


to come, redeem time. There“ is but a ſtep be- 
tween me and death; and ſhall I live careleſs. and 
unconcerned, as if this world were my. home? 


No! every day, every diſappointment, every pain, 
every trouble, every fin, join in the advice 
redeem time, live for eternity, live to God. But 
| when time given, and life ſpared, has been con- 
ſumed in the ſervice of God's enemies, will God 


ook upon me if I return unto him? if my back- 


| dings are numerous, my waſted hours many, 
my prodigality of talents great, will God pardon 
me if I return unto him? How encouragingly 


he ſpeaks :—Let + the wicked forſake his way, 
and the unrighteous man his thoughts, and let 205 


* 1 Sam. xs. 3 + Iſaiah ly, 2. | 


6 
him return unto the Lord, and he will have mercy 
upon him, and to our God, for he will abun- 
dantly pardon : In * returning and reſt ſhall ye 
be ſaved. | | 25 


. . 


PROVERBS XXVII. Is 


Boaſt not thyſelf of to-morrow, for thou knoweſt nos 
what a day may bring forth.. 
PROCRASTINATION is the thief of time. 
How many, apparently in health at the time- 
of their going to bed laſt night, are deprived of 
executing thoſe ſchemes which they had planned 
with much fore-thought ? how many have breathed: 
their laſt, who thought it might be time enough 
to engage heartily in the Lord's ſervice years 
hence? Alas, the folly of mankind ! What little 
things divert the mind from thoſe which are of the 
greateſt importance, and of the utmoſt conſe- 
quence ? O my ſoul, to-day, while it is called: 
to-day, lay out thyſelf for eternity; ere to-morrow: 
| thou mayeſt have taken thy flight from the clayey- 
tenement in which thou now dwelleſt ; thou: 
mayeſt be in the unknown regions of the world 
_ of ſpirits. Let nothing divert thee from thine ever- 
lifting concerns; be attentive to the one + thing: 
- needful. Time paſt is irrecoverably gone; the- 


* Ifaiah. xxx. 15. + Luke x. 42. 
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preſent i is all thou canſt boaſt of : and what i is this 


_ preſent? A moment: in time this moment, thou 
mayeſt the very next be in eternity. Oh, how 
ſhort my time is! And why ſhort? but that E 
may be frugal in the management of it, but that I 
may improve it to the nobleſt of purpoſes, the 


gaining that acquaintance “ with God, whereby 


I may hope he is at peace with me, and whereby 
I may be ſtirred up to live more to his glory. 

Lord, quicken me in my Chriſtian courſe, that 
I may be giving + all diligence to make my calling 
and election ſure ; to work while it is day; to la- 
bour ſ after that meat which doth not periſh, but 


endureth unto rn life; to fight, to run, to 


endure to the end. 


** 
= - 


ROMANS VII. 20. 
Sin that dwelleth within me. 
HE tree grubbed up by the roots cannot fprout 


forth again : the tree that has been cut down, 
and the roots left in the ground, will ſend forth 


freſh ſhoots ; but theſe in time decay at the heart 


and die. Circamciſed with the true circumciſion 8 


of the heart, cut off from all dependance upon an 
arm of fleſh, and delivered from the dominion of 
fn, I feel, by mournful experience, that the ſinful 


* Job xxii. 21. + 2 Pet. i. 10. 
1 John vi. 27. F Rom, ii. 2g. 
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tte of corrupt nature is not grubbed up; it is only. 
cut down, and is continually ſhooting forth. Yet 
I feel encouragement from Paul's declaration— 
So * then it is no more I, but ſin that dwelleth in 
me: and were it not that ſcripture declareth the 
heart + of man anſwereth to the heart of man; as 
face to face in a glaſs, I muſt neceflarily conclude, 
from the working of fin within me, that I was re- 
jected of God, and left under the power of the 
enemies of my ſoul. But when I read how it has 
always been with the people of God, how they 
' mourned, and for what they mourned, I entertain 


an hope that ſin ſhall never flouriſh again, and 


have 4 the dominion over me; that though it may 
ſhoot in effort, yet by-and-bye it ſhall wholly die, 


: and wretched man that I am, I ſhall obtain deli- 


verance finally and completely from this body of 
death, through Feſus Chrift our Lord, who & hath 
delivered and will yet deliver. Have I been tempted, 
and enabled to reſiſt ? It was thy temptation, Sa- 
tan; and it is not leſs thy fin ſince it was by the 
ſovereign reſtraining grace of my Saviour I was 
kept from yielding. Am I not then a debtor to 
grace ? | 


* 


* Rom. vii. 20. + Prov. xxvii. 19. 
t Rom. vi. 14. 6 2 Cor. i. 10. 
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PSALM XXII. 26. 
They ſtall hraiſe the Lord that. ſeek him. 


HE Lord ſays, I am * found of them that 

ſought me not: and they who have found _ ©! 
God will be ſeeking him ;—and why ? But that - 
they may ſee more of his power + in the ſanctuary, 
more of his f glory in the face of Jeſus Chriſt. 
The promiſe is, They ſhall praiſe the Lord. 
Praiſe is pleaſant work, ſweet employ. If we 
find a friend, when in time of need we have been 
ſeeking ſuch an one, and find him to be true and 
faithful to his engagements and promiſes, the gra- 
titude that ariſes in the heart ſets. the tongue 
a-going in ſpeaking of him, and for him, in praiſ- 
ing him. . Chriſt is that friend that never fails or 
diſappoints them that come to him and rely upon 
him: he & is that friend that ſticketh cloſer than : 
a brother: they who feel they are poor and needy, 
and do ſeek him earneſtly and perſeveringly, ſhall. 
find him, ſhall praiſe him the Lord. What ſays 
he to. the-poor ſenſible finner, to the poor broken- 
hearted contrite ſinner, to the poor trembling back= Þ_> 
flider ? He || is a rewarder of them that ſeek 
him :—* [I ſaid not to the ſeed of Jacob, ſeek 
ye me in vain,” Chriſt rewards thoſe that ſeek _ _ 


* Ta. hiv. I. + Pſalm Ixiii. 2. f 2 Cor. iv. 6, 
Prov. xviii. 24. Heb. xi. . C 1fa, xlv. 19. 
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him, by diſcovering to them his love and grace in 
a finiſhed ſalvation, by giving them ſpiritual know- 
ledge and wiſdom, whereby they become wiſe unto 
ſalvation. He is the fountain from whence the 
bleflings flow; and to ſuch as are ſeeking him, 
he ſays, Whoſoever * will, let him come, and take 
of the water of life freely: and giving them this 
water, even himſelf, they feel their obligation, and 
praiſe him their Lord ;—they rejoice in prailing 
PSALM XXXVII. 3 oX 


him. 
PP þ 8 
Truſt in the Lord. 


THAT a poor unbelieving creature am J! 
| how apt in ſtraits and difficulties to be 
truſting to my own wiſdom, deviſing ways by 
which I think to extricate myſelf, and loſing fight 
of God who worketh all things after the counſel 

of his own will! Is not God all-ſufficient ? is 
be not faithful and true? yea, is he not faithful. 
neſs and truth itſelf ? Who then art thou that 
harboureſt unbelief in thy breaſt ? every circum- 
ſtance which takes place concerning thee is either 
permitted or ordained ; and though the difficulties 
into which thou bringeſt thyſelf accuſe thee of 
miſconduct, yet thou oughteſt to conſider how far 
the hand of God is in it. The firſt man fell, 


— — 


* Rev. xxli. 17. 
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though created a perfect being: God permitted 
him to act thus; and how is God's grace magni- 
fied in that redemption which is by the ſecond 
man, Jeſus Chriſt? Where * ſin abounded grace 
ſuper-abounds : and the angelic hymn-at the birth 
of the Saviour announces to man that event, 
which brings the greateſt glory to God :—Gloryt 
to God in the higheſt, and on earth peace, good- 
will towards man. Let me then glorify God by 
putting my truſt in him the Lord, for that obe- 
dience which juſtifies, for that ſacrifice which 1s 
the only atonement. Truſt then, O my ſoul, in the 
Lord, in this time of thy diſtreſs, and rely upon him 
for turning the hearts of the people in thy favour. 
Let me be always renouncing dependance upon 
mere human devices; and in the uſe of juſtifiable 
means be relying upon * Lord , unite my 
heart to thee, | 
— : „ 
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HEBREWS I. 14. 
Are they not all miniſtering ſhirits ? 


OW happy a ſtate of innocence ! how miſe- 
rable that of guilt | how pure the ſervices 
of thoſe beings who never fell | Alas! what am 1? 
A poor guilty ſinner. Where am I? In a world: 
of | * and ſin, conflicting with enemies. Who 


U Rom. v. 29. + Luke ii. 14. + Pſalm Ixxxvi. 13. 
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am I ? Through divine grace, I truſt, I am a be- 
liever in Chriſt ; and if ſo, upon ſcripture evi- 
dences, may I not, ought I not to rely upon my 
reconciled God for protection, for direction, for 


ſupport ? Are his angels his ſervants that do his 


pleaſure? are they miniſtering ſpirits ſent forth to 
miniſter to them who are heirs of ſalvation ? 
Then I ought to rejoice in this, that the “ angel 
of the Lord encampeth round about them that 
fear him. Yet how poor, how imperfe& my ſer- |. 
vices! how mixed with ſin my very beſt per- 
formances! To + will is preſent with me; but 
how to perform that will 1 know not. How 
holy, how happy they, who ſtand always in the 


preſence of God, adoring and ſerving him! Is 


not Gad always preſent where I am? Why is it 
then that I am not always happy, but becauſe 
ſin } dwelleth in me? Am therefore to conclude 
I never ſhall be happy? No; I ſhall be happy, 
O my Saviour God, when $I awake up after thy 
likeneſs ; then, through that grace and mercy 
which hath been manifeſted unto me a ſinner, 
T ſhall || be like thee, and ſee thee as thou art. 


Where © I am, there ſhall my ſervant be, is thine 


own declaration. Save then, O Lord, thy ſer- 
vant, who putteth his truſt in thee | Give ** thine 


* Pſalm xxxiv. 7. #+-Rom. vii. 18, . 7 Rom, vii. 20. 
$ Pſalm xvii. 15. [| x John iii. 2. J John xii. 35. 
h ** Pſalm xci, 11, 12. 7 
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angels charge concerning me, that I may be kept 
in all thy ways, and may not hurt my foot againſt 


a ſtone. | | 
ISAIAH VI. 4. 2 7 

7 Thou haſt broken the yoke of his burden. BE. 
WHAT a tyrant is fin ! what a foe is Satan! 


what an enemy the-carnal heart of un- 
belief ! Under the dominion of fin, led captive 
by Satan, and deceived by his own heart, what 
an awful, what a helpleſs ſituation is man in 
drawing in the yoke of vanity, carnal, ſenſual, 
and deviliſh, what a burden of guilt is accumu- 
lating upon his ſoul ! yet great as the burden is, 
a ſlave, or rather a willing captive to the tyrant 
cuſtom, he ſeems loſt in inſenſibility. Where 
can he obtain deliverance, when made to know 


and feel his ſituation? Chriſt Jeſus is anointed, - | 


in the purpoſe of the Father, to be the deliverer of 
ſuch; and he does graciouſly deliver them; he 
conquers, for them, and he conquers them ; and 
in the * day of his power they are willing to ſub- 
mit to him ; he delivers them from the guilt of 
ſin, from the dominion of fin, from the yoke of 
Satan's bondage, and from being willingly ſelf- 
deceived through the deceitfulneſs of their own 
hearts. Chriſt engaged Satan, and conquered him: 


* Pſalm cxiii. z. 
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Chriſt in human nature conquered him who had 
the power * of death, that is the devil : he in his 

grace liberates the priſoner, ſo that the wretched 
captive, being liberated, can ſay, Thou + haſt 
looſed my bonds, my bonds of unbelief, pride, 
and prejudice ; the yoke is broken, and I am de- 
livered from the oppreſſing burden thereof; Chriſt 
my deliverer is precious to my ſoul. 


2 6 


JOSHUA lv. 10. 


For the frieſts which bare the ark flood in the midſt 
of Jordan, until every thing was finiſhed that the 
Lord commanded Foſhua to ſheak unto the freofile, 
according to all that Moſes commanded Foſhua ; 
and the fieofule hafted and paſſed over. ; 


JOW glorious is Chriſt, the great high-prieſt 

of his church! what power he poſſeſſes as 
God!] what compaſſion and love for and to man 
He is the true ark ; and his preſence revives the ſpirit 


of the humble and the contrite. He has promiſed 


to be with his people; he has declared that he 
will f never fail them nor forſake them. He is 
their guide and their guard through life, and over 
death. Is he not the mighty God, -by whoſe 
power the Red-ſea was divided ; by whoſe might 


the waters of Jordan ſtood on an heap; and that 


* Heb, ii, 19. + Pſalm cxvi. 16. 1 Heb. xiii. f. 
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too at the time of harveſt, when Jordan over- 


the Jordan of death. The ſentence is paſſed :— 
It * is appointed unto man once to' die. The 
voice is ſounding to me, as to one of old: Abi- 
melech +, thou ſhalt die! How may I obtain an 
hope that I ſhall not be overwhelmed with the 
waters ? that I ſhall notperiſh in Jordan? Chriſt 
Jeſus, who is ſeated at the right hand of the Ma- 
jeſty on High, | has paſſed this river for all his re- 
deemed : he fays, Look f unto me, and be ye 
ſaved: Wheny thou paſſeſt through the waters 
I will be with thee, and through the rivers they 
ſhall not overflow thee, for I am the Lord thy 
God, the Holy One of Iſrael, thy Saviour: Fear 
not, for I am with thee. 


flowed his banks? I am a ſinner ; I muſt paſs. 


„ Bt 


* ISAIAH LXVI. 9. 


Shall I bring to the birth, and not cauſe to bring 
| forth ? ſaith the Lord. g 


How apt are ſenſible ſinners to write bitter 


things againſt themſelves ; concluding from , 


the view they have of their ſins, and from their 
inward feelings, that the door of mercy is barred 
againſt chem, and that N e are excluded for ever. 


KS, . Heb. i ix. 27. THR. 1 xx. 16. 
+ Iſa. xlv. 22. IIa. xliii. z, 3,5 
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But do they ſee ſin to be exceeding Gnful ? do they 


feel the miſery and wretchedneſs of their ſtate as 


ſinners, lying under the ſentence of the law ? do 
they feel a deſire to be delivered, and are they wil- 
ling, if ſo be they may but be ſaved; that God 
ſhould have all the glory of their ſalvation ? 
-What then ſhall hinder their being * the children 
of God by faith, which is in Chriſt Jeſus ? what 
ſhall obſtruct their being brought forth into the 
ſpiritual world? They ſhall not be ſtifled in the 
birth, but they ſhall live ſpiritually, and yielding 
evangelical obedience to the will of God ; they 
| ſhall find to their comfort, that i in Chriſt they 
live , move, and have their being. Chriſt by 
his own voluntary engagement 1s bound to ſuch : 
A bruiſed 4 reed ſhall he not break, and the 
ſmoking flax ſhall he not quench ; he ſhall bring 
forth judgment unto truth, When he begins he 
will alſo make an end: He is Jehovah ; if he 
brings to the birth he will cauſe to bring forth. 
Conſider this, thou poor ſpirit- convinced, ſelf- 
condemned ſinner, and plead with thy God the 
word of his grace for the extenſion of his mercy. 
to thee, through the Son of his Eove, the Saviour 


of ſinners. 


* Gal. iii. a6, Acts xvii. 28, + Ia. xlii. 3. 
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EZEKIEL VII, 3 8 AT A ES! / 
Now is the end come. 


TO how many does this appropriate, who have 
fulfilled their numbered years, their appointed 
days? They have lived, they have died; and the 
places that once knew them now know them no 
more. But where are they ? do they ceaſe to be, 
becauſe they exiſt not in this world? The * 
ſpirit returns to God who gave it: he alone de- 
termines its everlaſting ſtate. Where am I? In 
time; * a poor penſioner on the bounties of an 
hour.” Where am I? In this world; entruſted 
with time and talents. Where ſhall I be ſoon, 
very ſoon? In the world of ſpirits ; in the pre- 
ſence of him whoſe ſteward I am. What ſhall 
I ſtand before him for? To give an account of 
my ſtewardſhip. What if God ſhould ſay unto - 
me, This night, thou art not yet fifty years old, 
thine end of time is come ; this + night thy ſoul 
ſhall be required of thee ? Lord, I caſt myſelf, a a 
ſinner, upon thy mercy in Chriſt Jeſus ; I ſee, 
I feel what I am in and of myſelf, a ſinner vile 
and filthy, unworthy thy notice or thy favour ; but 
thou, in infinite mercy to my ſoul, haſt, I truſt, 
brought me to be a daily penſioner on the bounties 
of thy grace in Chriſt. Jeſus. I loath f it; I would 


* Eccleſ. xii, 7. + Luke xii. 20. { Job vii. 16. 
| : N | | 
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not live alway : I bleſs thee for common mercies, 
and I praiſe thee for ſoul mercies, for ſpiritual 


bleſſings in Chriſt Jeſus my Saviour—that Saviour, 


whom, Saul-like, I deſpiſed, I perſecuted. But, 
Lord, thou“ wilt have mercy on whom thor 
wilt have mercy. Oh, to grace how great a 

debtor am I ! 


2 5 


I CORINTHIANS xv. 10. 
By the grace of God I am what I am. 


N aſtoniſhing inſtance of divine grace! A 
brand + plucked out of the buraing, a blaſ- 


phemer t, a perſecutor, and injurious, made a ſub- 


ject of divine grace; yea, moreover, a ſteward { 
of the myſteries of God, a miniſter of Chriſt ! 
How does this thought humble me] Leſs || than 
the leaſt of all ſaints, and of ſinners © the chief, 

I magnify the grace of God; I bleſs him who 

hath recovered me out of the hands of the enemy, 
who hath quickened my ſoul, and viſited me with 
his ſalvation, Now 1s the end come. This is the 
laſt day of my fiftieth year ; and it may be the 
laſt of my earthly exiſtence. Lord, whenever death 
comes, do thou receive me into thoſe manſions 
which Chriſt is gone before to prepare for all his 


on — ix. 1 5. + Zech. iii. 2. 4 I Tim. i. 13. 
$ x Cor. iv. 1. |} Epheſ. iii. 18. J Tim, i. 15, 
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redeemed : let me die ſtrong i in faith, giving glory 
to God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Vet, Lord, 
if thou ſhouldſt ſee fit to continue me longer in 


this world, give me grace to lay out myſelf in thy 
ſervice, that I may be a faithful ſteward of thy 


myſteries. Let me love thee more, and ſerve 


thee better, the longer I live, and give me grace 


to wait all“ the days of my appointed time, till 


my change cometh. Praiſe +the Lord, O my ſoul! 


and all that is within me praiſe his holy name, 
for ſpiritual light, life, liberty, love, peace, and 
joy—all, all in Chriſt Jeſus, my wiſdom, righ- 


teouſneſs, ſanctification, and redemption, in whom 
I glory, yea, and will glory, the Lord being my 
helper ! and when my end comes, may I be found 


glorying in Chriſt my righteouſneſs ! 
2. 
1 SAMUEL VII, 12. 


Ebenezer. 


ITHERTO hath the Lord helped me to pro- 
claim the glad tidings of ſalvation to my 


fellow finners : hitherto hath the Lord honoured 


me as his inſtrument for good unto them. By 


thy grace, O my God, while life is ſpared, will 


be laying out myſelf in thy ſervice, and to thy 
glory! But by thy grace it muſt be, ſo _ is 


** job. xiv. 14. + Pſalm ciii. I, 
E 2 
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my nature, ſo carnal my appetites—-ſo inſufficient 
am I, ſo weak, ſo helpleſs. By thy grace and 
ſtrengt h it muſt be, ſo powerful are mine enemies, 


ſo 1 my foes, ſo cunning my oppoſers. But 
what am I, and what my father's houſe, that 


thou ſhouldſt thus inſtrumentally uſe me for the 
accompliſhing thine own purpoſe ? that thou 


ſhouldſt thus honour me in the fulfilment of thine 
own will? We were all but dead men before 
thee, walking + in a vain ſhadow, and diſquieting 


ourſelves in vain. Mercy, ſovereign mercy, ex- 


tended her arm, to pluck me, a brand, out of the 
burning, to make me a partaker and monument 
of- ſaving grace—Glory be to my God, Father, 
Son, and Holy Spirit ! Why am I made to differ, 
but to glorify him? but that I may uſe what I 
have received from him in his ſervice, and to his 
glory, eyen his? Let me always conſider who 


It is hath made me to differ, and that I have no- 


thing but what I have received, that I may be 
walking humbly before God, and be glorying in 
the Lord. __ him that glorieth, glory in the 
Lord. 


| * 2 Sam. xix. 28. + Pſalm xxxix. 6 Þþ+ I Cor, i. 31. 
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1 SAMUEL VII. 12. A. 2 A 
Ebenezer, ; | 1 


AM this day fifty years old. How many of 
' theſe years were ſpent in a ſtate of wandering 
from God! how many of them did I walk“ in 
darkneſs, not knowing whither I was going ! 
In the year 1780 light dawned upon my ſoul: 
in the following year I was enabled to bear public 
teſtimony to the truth as it is in Chriſt Jeſus, and 
to glory + in the croſs of Chriſt ; yea, under an 
experience of Chriſt's own declaration, . Bleſſed f 
are they that are perſecuted for righteouſneſs ſake,” 
to rejoice in ſuffering for Chriſt's ſake. But, 
alas] fince then how numberleſs, how peculiarly 
aggravating my fins of omiſſion and of commiſſion, 
of thought, word, and deed ! how ſtrong the 
temptations of Satan to induce me to give up 
preaching, endeavouring to perſuade me that I was 
an hypocrite, a painted ſepulchre, a whited wall ; 
that it might be I was uſed as an inſtrument in 
building the ark, but that I ſhould never be ad- 
mitted into it! Ebenezer.! hitherto the Lord hath 
helped me to reject Satan's ſuggeſtions ; to.hold 
on preaching Chriſt, and him crucified. Woe 
be & to me if I preach not the goſpel, for ne- 


* John xii. 35. + Gal. vi. 14. 
1 Matt. v. 10, 91 Cor. ix. 16. 
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1 
ceſſity i is laid upon me. Lord, help me] for in 
thee do I put my truſt; to thee do 1 look for 
grace; and on thee do I rely for ſtrength. Grant 
that whatever I receive from thee may be laid out 
in thy ſervice ; that I may always confider, that 
neither ſoul, body, or temporal things are mine, 
but thine, lent me in mercy and covenant love, 


that I may glorify thee with my ſoul, my body, 
my all. 


ISAIAH XLVII. 4. 2 24 
The Lord of Hoſts is his name. 


HOSE name is this? It is Chriſt's, who 

is the friend, the Saviour of ſinners. He * 
is God over all, bleſſed for evermore. All the ar- 
mies of heaven are under his command ; they all 
worſhip him. He died in human nature to ſave 
finners : he + roſe again for their juſtification : 
he I ever liveth to make interceſſion for them. 
He is the Lord of Hoſts :—Lift & up your heads, 
O ye gates, and be ye lift up ye everlaſting doors, 
and the King of Glory ſhall come in! Who is 
the King of Glory ? The Lord of Hoſts; he is 
the King of Glory. Riſen Jeſus demands entrance 
of right. The prophets believed in him, truly 


* Rom. ix. 5. | + Rom. iv. 25. 
+ Heb. vii. 25. $ Pſalm xxiv. g, 10. 
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God; they reſted their expectation of eternal hap- | 
pineſs by a reſurrection from the dead on his re- 
ſurrection; and could have joined in that aſcrip- | 
tion of praiſe to God; with the apoſtles who re- l 
ceived the promiſe. —Bleſſed ® be the God and 
Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who, according | 

to his abundant mercy, hath begotten us again 

unto a lively hope by the reſurrection of Jeſus 
Chriſt from the dead. The Lord of Hoſts is his 
name. Let+ all the angels of God worſhip him, 
who is t the only begotten of the Father, full ot 
grace and truth. Does Jeſus poſſeſs all power in 
beaven and earth? then he is able to fave to the 
uttermoſt all that come unto God by him. Here, 

ſinful man as I am, I find encouragement to come 


to God for pardon, acceptance, peace, and an 
hope full of immortality. 


"i 
K Ad 
PROVERBS xxx. 28. 


The Hude layeth hold with her hands, and is in 
king's falaces. 


AM L leſs wiſe than the ſpider? ſo ignorant 
that I may come to learn wiſdom ? Ves; 

all creation holds out inſtruction to me, if I am 

but able to take hold of it. He who ſends me to 


* x Pet. i. 3. + Heb. i. 6. 
t John i. 14. Heb. vii. 25. 
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the ox and to the aſs to learn gratitude, ſends me 
to the ſpider to learn induſtry and watchfulneſs. 
With what pains does ſhe weave her web? with 
what induſtry does ſhe perſevere in repairing every 
the leaſt breach? and how continually is ſhe 
watching for her food? What breaches has fin 
made in my peace ! how necdful for me to apply 
to him who is the“ repairer of the breach; to 
lay hold on the ſtrength of the Lord, that my 
peace may be renewed; to be putting on, by faith, 
the righteouſneſs of the Redeemer, which is the 
alone garment of ſalvation ! yea, to be continually 
watching for that ſpiritual food, which God brings 
me in his word from day to day, that my immor- 
tal part may live! What ſays my Saviour? 
| Incline + your ear, and hear, and your ſoul ſhall 
live; eat ye that which is good, and let your ſoul 
delight itſelf in fatneſs. What a divine warrant 18 
here for appropriating Chriſt Jeſus in all his full- 
neſs to the ſoul ! what rich and precious food is 
this Jeſus, whoſe fleſh is meat indeed, and whoſe 
blood is drink indeed! Let me be always watch- 
ing for the crumbs which fall from my maſter's 
table; always abiding in the king's palace. 


* Ifa. Iviii, 13. + Ifa. lv. 2, 3: + John vi. 55 
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ZEPHANTAH III. 15. 


The Lord hath taken away thy judgments; he hath 
caſt out thine enemy. 


INJ HO is the perſon that is thus bleſſed of the 
Lord? Is it the man of ſcience that de- 
votes his time to ſtudy, or the man of ſelf-im- 
portance, who idolizes himſelf? Is it not rather 
the perſon who feels his ſtate as a ſinner, laments 
his ignorance, renounces all confidence in the 
fleſh, and who is approaching God with humility, 
ſelf-abaſement, and faith? exprefling his feelings: 
and his hope, that through Chriſt, the great atone- 
ment for fin, he ſhall be forgiven his iniquities, 
he is crying, God “ be merciful to me a ſinner ! 
But by what warrant can he come and plead thus 
ata throne of grace for mercy? Firſt, he would 
not come if his natural enmity was not overcome :: 
ſecondly, his natural enmity being overcome, he 
finds his warrant in the word of Ged. He feels: 
he is a finner—that humbles him; he feels he is: 
helpleſs—that ſtirs him up to ſeek ;. and ſeeking 
in the word of God, he finds there is help + laid 
upon one that is mighty, he feels a defire to know 
he is intereſted in this mighty one; and ſearching. 
the ſcriptures, he finds his warrant to come to- 
him, and lay hold on him for ſalvation ;. he fees 


1 


g * Luke xviii, 1 3. + Pſalm Ixxxix. 19, 
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that the judgment due to ſinners is taken away by 
Chriſt, their ſurety, fulfilling all righteouſneſs, 
living for them, and dying a ſacrifice for their 
fins; and bleſſed of God with the true circum- 
ciſion * of the heart, he worſhips God in the 
ſpirit, rejoicing in Chriſt Jeſus, and has no con- 
fidence in the fleſh. 


— — — 4 _ 
21 2 
PSALM XXXI1IV, 18. * 


Ne Lord is nigh unto them that are of a broken 
heart, and ſaveth ſuch as be of a contrite ſpirit. 


O nigh as to dwell in them; and ſuch a Sa- 
viour, as to be always preſent with them, 
preſerving them by his power : he dwells with the 
humble and contrite, to revive + them, to comfort 
them. Happy people] highly favoured I greatly 
-privileged | Sinners brought nigh unto God by 
his Son, Jeſus Chriſt, their Saviour :—the Lord 
nigh unto them when their hearts are broken 
down under an agonizing ſenſe of their ſins ; nigh 
unto them by the Holy Spirit revealing Chriſt 
unto them, that they may fly unto him as their 
refuge; nigh unto them to work faith in them, 
to lay hold on Chriſt as their righteouſneſs and 
ſtrength ; and nigh unto them, to comfort them 
with abounding conſolations, to give f them the 


* Phil, iii. 3. + Ifa, lvii. 5. f Ifa, li. 3. 
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garment of joy for the ſpirit of heavineſs; nigh 
unto them, to encourage them to fight the good 
fight of faith. Let me enquire what view I have 
of myſelf. Do I ſee my fins to be more in num- . 
ber than the hairs of my head? that I am black 
becauſe of pollution, odious becauſe of deformity ? 
How do I feel? contented and eaſy, or pained and 
grieved? broken-hearted, and of a contrite ſpirit ? 
Then bleſs the Lord, O my ſoul, for being nigh. 
unto thee, to begin his work in thee! Am I clear 
in my judgment as to the appointed way of a 
ſinner's juſtification with God? and am I looking 
to Chriſt for juſtification from all law charges, 
conſcience accuſations, and the ſentence of con- 
demnation? Then God is nigh. unto me, mani- 
teſting his grace and love. | 


RAE 
MICAH. VII. 19. | 


He will turn again; he will have comfraſſion ufon 
us : he will ſubdue our iniquities. 
METHINKS I hear the renewed ſinner, un- 

der the hidings of God's face, thus reaſoning 


. with himſelf on the mercy and loving-kindneſs of 
the Lord. He had enjoyed the bright ſhining of 


the ſun of righteouſneſs into his ſoul ; God had 


lifted up the light of his countenance upon him; 

ſtanding on the mount of ſpiritual conſolation, he 

was drinking deep of the river that. flows: from 
| E 6 
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God's right hand : but now Clouds intervene, 
comfort fails, and all is dark ; yet he ponders the 
loving-kindneſs and faithfulneſs of the Lord, he 
reaſons thus with himſelf :—Is not God faithful ? 
is not the Lord unchangeable ? can his compaſſions 
fail? or is there an end to his tender mercies ? 
No; he will turn again, he will have compaſſion 
upon us; and it will appear in his ſubduing our 
iniquities, in his conquering our perverſe diſput- 
ings, ſinful inclinations, and worldly ſenſual de- 
fires; ſo that I ſhall again rejoice in the Lord, 
and glory in the God of my ſalvation. Glorious 
Feſus, ſhine into my ſoul ; reſtore comfort to thy 
mourner.; viſit * me with thy ſalvation ; lift up 
the light of thy countenance upon me, and I ſhall. 
be whole ; ſuffer not mine enemy to rejoice over 
me; comfort the ſoul of thy ſervant, that I may 

' Tejoice in thee. | 


MATTHEW XX. 32. 
Mai will ye that 1 all do unto you 7 


Dos the ſight of fin terrify me ? the ſtrictneſs 

of God's law make me cry out, Who f can. 
be ſaved? and the ſeverity of divine juſtice ſeem 
to cut off all hope of forgiveneſs? Let me hear 
the Saviour's ſmall ſtill voice of compaſſion and 


* Pſalm cvi. 4. + Pſalm iv, 6. + Matt, xz. 2 
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love addreſſing me, What wilt thou that I ſhould 
do unto you? Encouraged, I reply, Lord, grant 
me thy ſalvation. How | gracious is the Re- 
deemer ! how kindly he compaſſionates ! how 
lovingly he invites! how ſweetly he draws |! 
The blind men pray—he hears ; they mention 
their wants—he relieves them. What grace is 
| diſplayed herein for my encouragement }! what 
pity and compaſſion do here meet for my comfort ! 
Open, Lord, mine eyes, that I may at all times 
ſee ſuch fullneſs in thee, as that, under all my diſ- 
couragements from ſin within, and from tempta- 
tion without, I may ſtill be enabled to rely upon 
thee for my ſalvation. Clear away the remaining 
film from mine eyes, remove unbelief from my 
heart, and eſtabliſh me upon thyſelf, O bleſſed 
Jeſus, the everlaſting rock of ages ! and uphold 
me, that I flip not. I come as a beggar, to re- 
ecive the riches of thy grace; as a ſinner, to 
receive mercy in the pardon of my fins ;. as help- 
leſs, to receive ſtrength to withſtand mine ene- 
mies; as exerciſed with doubts and fears, to receive 
the fulfilment of thy promiſes ; as undeſerving thy 
notice, to receive ſenſible manifeſtations of thy 
- favour; as a backſlider, for healing; as a mourn- 
ing ſinner, for comfort; as poor, naked, and. 
wretched, for all in thee and from thee. 


( 8 ] 
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PSALM CXVIIL. 13. 


Thou haſt thruſt fore at me, that I might fall ; but 
| the Lord helfied me. 


OW many are the enemies of a and Chrit. 
tian! Satan ſuggeſting, the world tempting, - 
| a carnal heart unbelieving : theſe are the three 
| - chiefs under which numerous hoſts are acting. 
And why ſo acting? To diſtreſs the believer, to 
bring contempt upon the word of God and the or- 
dinances of religion, that thereby Satan's kingdom 
may be enlarged, the world countenanced in its 
ſinful pleaſures and vanities, and the carnal heart 
kept from looking to Chriſt, and from truſting 
in him. Such are the Chriſtian's enemies, and 
x ſuch the ends they have in view; and ſhall I give 
3 way before them, and let them have the honour 
| of a triumph over me, through my cowardice, 
my want of watchfulneſs, and through my re- 
| ſtraining prayer, ſo that I ſhall be expoſed to their 
upbraidings, their inſults? What ſhall I do? and 
on whom ſhall I rely ? I muſt watch * and pray, 
that I enter not into temptation; for however, 
willing the ſpirit, the fleſh is weak : I muſt. be 
conſtantly coming to Chriſt, ſpreading my caſe, 
Hezekiah like, before the Lord, and be putting 
my truſt in him—in him who hath promiſed that 


* Matt. xxvi, 41, 


* 
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he will uphold me, that he will keep me: If FR | 


beware of confiding in Saul's armour, mine own 
ſtrength—lIt is not thy bow that ſhall deliver thee : 
I muſt -put + on the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and go 
forth in his ſtrength, and he will enable me, as 
he oft hath done, to triumph over mine enemy. 
Thou haſt thruſt ſore at me, that I might fall; 
but the Lord n me. 


- 9 


PSALM LXXXVIII. 7. 
O Lord God of my ſalvation ! 


OW glorious the titles of God! how abound- 

ing in conſolation to the humble and contrite 
ſpirit ! Salvation is of the Lord; free as the 
Lord can beſtow it :—By f grace are ye ſaved, 
through faith, and that not of yourſelves, it is the 
gift of God. It is full as the Lord can make it : 
Vour & ſins and your iniquities will I remember 
no more. Am ] oppreſſed with the burden of my 
ſin and of my guilt? Then I am encouraged to 
go to him who hath the words of eternal life; 
there I am ſure to find a refuge from the ſtorm, 
becauſe mercy flows through that Redeemer who 
is Chriſt the Lord ; and all who fly to him, the 
refuge ſet before them in the goſpel, find ſtrong 


* Iſa, xli. 10. + Rom. xiii. 14. 
} Epheſ. ii. 8. 9 Heb, viii. 12. 
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conſolation, Have I been for many years mur- 
dering my ſoul by diſhonouring my God? I may 
come, and take hold on the horns of this altar ; 
there I ſhall find a fure refuge, no power can 
drag me thence to execution, becauſe God my 
Saviour embraces me in the arms of his ever- 

laſting mercy : here I ſhall find that the Lord 
God is my ſalvation; here I ſhall ſee ſomething 

of the glory of God in the face of Jeſus Chriſt ; 
here I ſhall find the waters of conſolation flowing 
into my foul. from Chriſt the living rock ; here 
I ſhall eat and be ſatisfied; here I ſhall rejoice 
and ſing :—O Lord +, I will praiſe thee ; though. 
thou waſt angry with me, thine anger is turnedi 
away, and thou comfortedſt me. by 


25 22 F 
PSALM XXxXIII. 6. * 14 


The word of the Lord. 4 


A TREASURE invaluable ! a ſtorehouſe in- 
exhauſtible ! a magazine completely filled } 
Here are riches for the poor, food for the hungry, 
armour for the warrior, medicine for the ſick, 
clothing for the naked, water for the thirſty, cor- 
dials for the faint. It abounds with all things 
neceſſary for man's ſupport through life, and his 
comfort in death: the riches of divine grace are 


* 2 Cor. iii. 17, 18. + Iſa. zii. 1. 
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laid up in Chriſt; the bread of life is Chriſt; the 
warrior's armour is provided and put on by Chriſt; 

the medicine is Chriſt; the garment is the righ- 
teouſneſs of Chriſt; the water flows from the 
living rock, which is Chriſt ; the promiſes are 
cordials given from God in Chriſt ; "he word of 
the Lord reveals Chriſt, the all in all ; yea, Chriſt 
is the word of the Lord :—In* the beginning was 
the word, and the word was with God, and the 
word was God. Chriſt is the fountain of all 
exiſtence ; he is + the Alpha and Omega, the be- 
ginning and the ending: ; by him all things ſub- 
ſiſt, as they all receive their exiſtence from him. 
But am I concerned in all. this? am I a poor 


ſinner, looking to Chriſt for the riches of his 


grace ? am I a ſenſible ſinner, hungering after the 
kingdom of God and his righteouſneſs? am J 


ſpiritually feeding on Chriſt, the bread of life, * 


putting him on as my armour of righteouſneſs, 
applying to his blood for cleanſing, truſting to his 
- Tighteoufneſs for juſtificatiun, and drinking of that 
water which flows from him ? Then the word 
of the Lord is precious unto me, and Chriſt my 


glory. 
# ſahn i. 3. | + Rev. xxil. 13. 
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MATTHEW IV. 4. * AN 
I is written. 


Jesvs, my Saviour, how powerful was this 
word in thy mouth, when aſſaulted by Satan, 
he was bruiſing thy heel! How didſt thou con- 
found and vanquiſh that foe ! Let me ſee thee 
with the eye of faith engaging 'and conquering 
for me; and give me the ſword “ of the ſpirit, 
the word of my God, to encounter all mine ene- 


mies with. It is written, Thou art + the God of 


ſalvation, the Saviour of all that come unto thee. 


1 feel, O thou gracious Lord, my need of thee ' 


daily, yea. hourly, when I look into myfelf, and 
fee how weak, how vile, how polluted I am, 
1 look to thee for cleanſing, for it is written, 
The t blood of Jeſus Chriſt cleanſeth from all 
fin. When I am made ſenfible, under the teach- 


ing of the ſpirit, how I am fallen from thine 


image, in which man was originally formed, I 
look to thee for the renewing power of thy Spirit 
to be put forth in me; ſince it is written, Where 5 
the Spirit of the Lord is there is liberty ; and that 
they, in whom the Lord the Spirit works faith, 
beholding, as in a glaſs, the glory of the Lord, 
are changed into the ſame image, from glory to 


„ Ephef. vi. 17. f Jonah ii. 6. 
+ 1 John i. 2. { 2 Cor, iii, 17, 18. 
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glory, even as 15 the Spirit of the Lord; or ra- 


* ther, from the Lord the Spirit. All that is written | 


in the ſcriptures is written for my benefit, if I be- 
lieve in Chriſt the great ſubject of divine reve- 
lation : — All * ſcripture given by inſpiration of 
God is NET 


ZECHARIAH IX. 17, 
How great is his gaodneſs ! 


HO among che ſons of men, or of the holy 
angels, is there, that can tell how great 
the goodneſs of the Lord is? Angels preſerved in 
their firſt eſtate muſt acknowledge his goodneſs to 
them exceeds their full comprehenſion. Man, re- 
deemed through Chriſt Jeſus the atonement, muſt 
acknowledge God's goodneſs to him exceeds that 
he hath ſhewn to unſinning angels. Man, a rebel, 
pardoned freely, and pardoned fully: man, a ſin- 
ner, filthy and polluted, waſhed in blood of divine 
efficacy, and made purer and whiter than the 
drifted ſnow : Chriſt, the eternal Son of God, 
covenanting with his Father for ſinners, that he 
fulfilling his engagements for them, they might be 
reſtored to the divine favour, and be honoured 
with the names and privileges of the ſons and 
daughters of God: the Father, in the fulfilment 


* 2 Tim. iii. 16. 
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of the counſel * of peace that was between him 
and his Son, conferring theſe titles and privileges 


upon them: and the Holy Spirit, revealing Chriſt 


in them, as their covenant head and gracious Re- 
deemer, and as the way by which they have ac- 
ceſs unto God. How great then is his goodneſs [ 
Am I a partaker of it? am I intereſted in it? 
has this goodneſs been manifeſted unto me? can 
I recline upon Chriſt for everlaſting glory, as well 
as reſt upon him for preſent happineſs? Then, 
bleſſed of the Lord, I ſhall be coming + up out 
of this wilderneſs, leaning 22 Chriſt wa be 
loved. 


| NEHEMIAH VI. 7. 
Come now therefore, and let us take counſel together. 


HUS, O my ſoul, I call upon thee. Counſel 

is needful and ſalutary, when complied with 

as given of the Lord, Is there not a cauſe to take 
counſel ? are not the days evil? are not enemies 


ſurrounding, attacking, overcoming? Does not 
pride work by thy humility ? and preſumption _ 
gain the aſcendancy by ſelf-confidence ? How 


often does the idol ſelf get the applauſe of the 
heart? how frequently, and at a throne of grace, 
and in reading the ſcripture, yea, in the ſervice of 
the ſanctuary, doſt thou hear, as it were, the 


* Zech. vi. 1 3 7 Sol. Song viii. ge 
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whiſper of an enemy, applauding thee, and rob- 


bing Chriſt of his glory? Come now, therefore, 
and let us take counſel together. The word of 
the living God ſays, He“ that truſteth his own 
heart is a fool. How often have I been, yea, how 
often am I this fool ! A deceived heart turneth 


me aſide, ſo that though God hath ſaid, He will 


not give his glory to another, yet I am aſeribing 
glory to myſelf inſtead of ſhame. What a ſubtle 
foe is Satan! what a deceitful enemy is my own 
heart! What ſhall I do? Hear what the won- 
derful counſellor ſaith, and comply :—My + ſon, 
give me thy heart, Here, O Lord Jeſus, I bring 
it unto thee ; do thou take it, and turn it, and 
faſhion it, and mould it in the goſpel ; ſpiritualize 
it, that I may find it to be ſpiritual minded, and, un- 
der thy government, yielding obedience unto thee 
as my ſovereign, and glorifying thee as my God. - 


— — mm 


ISAIAH XXXVII, 14. 


Hezehiah received the letter from the | | 
meſſengers, and read it: and Hezekiah went uft 


unto the houſe of the Lerd, and read it before 


the Lord. 8 


MV ſoul, thou art no ſtranger to the arts 
and devices of thine enemy. How often 
haſt thou heard Satan boaſting his ſucceſs againſt 


* Prov, xxviii, 26, + Prov, xxi11, 26, 


3, * 


hand of the 
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thoſe who were ſtronger in the faith : 4 They v were 
not able to ſtand before me; where is that God 
who hath delivered his people out of my hand ? 
where is the God of Moſes, Abraham, Iſaac, 
Jacob ? where is the God of David, Jeremiah, 
Solomon, Peter? were they delivered? did not 
they yield to my counſel, my ſtrength? and think- 


- eſt thou that thou ſhalt eſcape ? that thou canſt 


ſtand againſt me ? what now is thy nature but cor- 


Tupt ? what thy paſſions but violent ? thine appe- 


tites but vitiated ? thine inclinations but ſenſual ? 
thy reſolutions but frail ? thine affections but car- 
nal? thy ſervice but formal? how often have 
I taken thee captive? and thinkeſt thou now to 


find deliverance?” Thus I read Satan's letters to | 


me ; and while I acknowledge the charges to be 


Juſt, I ſpread my caſe before the Lord ; and plead- 


ing guilty to the indictment of mine enemy, I 


. preſent my ſupplication to my judge, to direct me, 


to deliver me. And, O the grace of God, in re- 
vealing Chriſt the only deliverer to me that Sa- 
viour, that Redeemer of ſinners! Lord, keep me 
thus at all times coming to thee, and be my coun- 
ſellor and helper in every time of need. 


[ 95 1 


BE” 


$SOLOMON'S SONG VII. 10. 1 2 85 = 
Jam my Beloved's ; and his defire is towards me. 


pow powerful the believer's motives to love 

Chriſt ! Chriſt loves him, and has a ſtrong 
deſire towards him. When the love of God is 
ſhed abroad in the heart, the diſciple feels Chriſt 
to be the beloved of the ſoul; he knows that 
Chriſt's deſire is towards him: yet there are 
ſeaſons when the workings of unbelief prevail, 
when former evidences are obſcured. by inter- 
vening clouds; ſtill, however, Chriſt reſts “ in his 
love, for he is God unchangeable, and ſtill the 
poor diſtreſſed diſciple is leaning upon his maſter's 
boſom : Chriſt is his beloved; and like Mary he 
is ſeeking hum, and enquiring after him whom his 
ſoul loyeth. No other love can ſatisfy the now 
inflamed deſires of his ſoul. While this holy ar- 
dent longing continues, Chriſt, who has thus 
ſtirred up the ſoul, manifeſts his defire was to- 
wards it : He + ſtands behind the wall ; he look- 
eth forth at the windows, ſhewing himſelf through 
the lattice ; he ſpeaks, he ſays, Riſe up my fair 
one, and come away. How lovely in Chriſt's 
eyes is this mourning bride | how gracious is he 
to her whoſe love is ſo ſtrong towards him ! 
How is this exemplified in Chriſt's appeal to Peter; 


* Zeph. iii. 17. + Song ii. 9, 10. 


* 
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in Chriſt's meſſage and declaration to ſorrowing, 
weeping Peter. Lord *, thou knoweſt that Þ love 
thee, was Peter's anſwer. Chriſt ſpake words 
of peace to Peter, a proof of his love to Peter, 
aſſuring him, that though he had denied him, yet 
his love ſhould be ſo ſtrong, as that he ſhould lay 
down his life for him, he ſhould hold out to the 
end, for that he would be his ſupport and ſtrength. 
Soul, is Chriſt thy beloved? and what reaſon 
haſt thou to think his deſire is towards thee ? is 
Chriſt precious in thy fight, and lovely in thy 
eſtimation ? Perhaps thou art crying, O that I 
could uſe the language of his church as to my 
feelings and conviCttions | O that I knew Chriſt 

was mine, and I was his! O that he was my 
beloved, and that I was perſuaded his love was 
towards me | Whence do theſe deſires - ariſe 
within thee, but from him whoſe deſire is towards 
| thee? Art thou hungering + and thirſting after 
the kingdom of God, and his righteouſneſs ? is 
Chriſt the one deſire of thy ſoul ? and art thou 
giving t up every thing for the excellency of the 
knowledge of him? Surely thou art doing this, 
becauſe thou ſeeſt Chriſt is lovely; becauſe thou 
art convinced, that the knowledge of him is more 
to be deſired than gold, yea, than much fine gold. 
Whence ariſes all this in thy mind, but from him 


* John xxi. 17, 18. + Matt. v. 6. 
+ Phil. iii. 8. $ Pſalm xix, 10. 


* 


5 1 


who deſires thine eternal happineſs, and who 
hath manifeſted this, by making thee willing in 
the day of his power, by giving thee eyes to ſee, 
and an heart of fleſh to feel? Take encourage- 1 
ment then, O ſoul; and while thou art thus de- | 
firing Chriſt, believe his deſire is towards thee. 
Look unto him: let thy love be chaſte to him, 
and ſtrong to him, as his deſire towards thee: 
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SATIN exvIII. 27. 


Bind the facrifices with nth yea, even unto the 
horns of the altar. & >. 


FAT an honour conferred on ſinful mor- 
tals, that God, in pity toward them, and | 
compaſſion for them, ſhould ordain a mean ß 
reconciliation, ſhould provide an altar, to which 
they are invited to fly for ſecurity from divine 
wrath! and upon which every returning prodigal 
is directed to offer up his ſacrifice of prayer and 
praiſe! How precious muſt Chriſt be to the 
broken and contrite ſpirit ! how full of grace in 
ſtanding forth to make peace by his blood! how 
abundant in mercy, in becoming a mediator, and 
offering up the ſervices of his people, with an al- 
mighty interceſſion for them! and thereby the 
incenſe aſcends to, and is accepted by God k 
Through Chriſt, what kind anſwers ta prayer! 

F g 


„ 
what freſh pouring out of the Spirit into the ſoul ! 
what ſubſequent rejoicing in the heart! what true 
peace in the conſcience ! Jeſus Lord, to thee - 
I bring my poor ſacrifices of praiſe and prayer. 
Praiſe, for what my God hath done for me; for 
what thou art unto me, my Saviour, my Lord, 
and my God; and I would, with the cords of love 
and faith, bind theſe ſacrifices unto the horns of 
the altar: there I ſtand confeſſing and praying, 
and relying upon thee for protection, pardon, and 
comfort; without thee I can have no acceſs unto 
the Father, nor do any thing acceptable in his 
ſight: Thou art the way; on thee, therefore, 
would I offer up the ſacrifices of prayer and praiſe 
continually, _ | 5 
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O wretched man that I am ! who tall deliver me 
| fromthe body of this death? 


How has the apoſtle herein deſcribed my 
feelings I am wretched, becauſe I feel 
this body of death has an exiſtence within me. 
I feel its operation, its enmity, its power, its op- 
poſition: how it ſtrives for the aſcendancy ! yea, 
how it conquers, and triumphs over me! But, 
woe is me! I am weak, I am foiled; I renew 
my reſolutions; I am again attacked, and again 

overcome. This is the conſequence of loſing. 
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ſight of Chriſt, and truſting to myſelf ; and now 
the adverſary of my ſoul gains an advantage over 
me through the perfidy and treachery of my own 
deceitful heart. O that I could repice in faith in 


Chriſt my ſtrength, that I might be conſtantly 


maintaining war againſt my inward foe. What 
an enemy is my nature to me!] corrupt and ſtrug- 
gling within me, or lulling me aſleep in the arms 
of careleſſneſs and ſecurity ! Glory to thee, O my 
God, that thow haſt' in mercy to my ſoul opened 


mine eyes to ſee what I am, and brought me to 


look to and ſeek to Jeſus for ſalvation. ; Paul 
looking from himſelf to Chriſt, the friend of fin- 
ners, Cries out: I thank *® God, through Jeſus 
Chriſt our Lord! Our Lord! The ſame Lord 
is the helper of every believer. The ſame Jeſus 
Chtiſt is che-Rrength and ſupport of all that put 


their truſt in him. O my foul! look to and put 


thy truſt in this Lord; and in the __ of a.” 
Higheſt thou ſhalt not OO 


2 TIMOTHY IV. 5. 
Endure affliftions. 


OUGHT then patiently to ſubmit to the will 5 


of the Lord, in compliance with his command. 
But what are the motives for ſubmiſſion? am l ſub- 
miſſive only becauſe I cannot help myſelf? This is 


* Rom. vil. 25. 
PIGS 
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te ſuhmiſſion of a ſlave, not of a ſervant; much leſs - 
of a ſon. Am ] ſubmiſſive from a conviction of my 
deſert as a ſinner, and. of God's love as a Father 
to me, in his Son Jeſus Chriſt? Why “* ſhould a 
living man complain—a man for the puniſhment 
of his ſins. It+ is of the Lord's mercies I am 
not conſumed, becauſe his tender compaſſions fail 
not. I defire to ſubmit, becauſe my ſufferings are 
leſs -than mine iniquities deſerve. I defire to ac- 
quieſce in God's will with full reſignation, becauſe 
J ſee goodneſs, mercy, and love in the diſpenſation. 
What a mercy that I have not been cut off in 
the midſt of my ſins ! How perverſe my diſpo- 
ſition ! how rebellious my will! how carnal, 
ſenſual, and unclean my heart | how filthy ima- 
ginations peſter me.! Satan, how art thou the 
enemy of my peace, working on me by ſuiting 
thy temptations to my wicked corrupt heart 
But how oft have I ſeen the Lord's goodneſs to 
me, in this land of the living, in reſtraining grace, 
in perſevering grace ! how oft has the Lord 
hedged up my way ; and with the thorns and 
briars of affliction made me ſenſible of my baſe 
conduct towards him | Ovught not I then patiently 
to ſubmit, and to endure afflickions? Lord, ſanc- 
tify them unto me, and me unto thyſelf. 


; * Lam, iii, 39. Lam. iii. 22, 
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"PSALM CXIX. 73. 


O give me under flanding, that 1 = lan IT 
commandments | 


ORD, haſt thou made me? Then it is my 
duty to ſerve thee, and to live to thy glory. 


feel through thy mercy my ſituation as by na- 


ture, a child of wrath, lying and walking in dark- 


_ neſs; not knowing, whither, I was going. Through 
thy grace, in aſtoniſhing mercy, thou haſt brought 
me out of darkneſs into thy marvellous light; 
yet I ſee but through a glaſs darkly; I feel my 


ignorance ; I am ſenſible I know but little ; 


I know nothing yet as I ought to know. Glo- 
rious Jeſus, ariſe thou ſun of righteouſneſs, and 
ſhine more and more into my ſoul, that I may, 


through. freſh diſcoveries of thy love, feel more 
ſenſibly the obligations I am under unto thee, who 
haſt not only made me and faſhioned me with thy 


hands a rational creature, but who, by thy ſo- 


vereign almighty power, hath, I truſt, both made 
and faſhioned me a veſſel of mercy 1n thy grace, 
for the maſter's ſervice in everlaſting glory ; and 
though I dwell among ſcorpions, the ſinful 
thoughts of a deceitful heart, yet in thee am I 
brought to put my truſt for the ſalvation of ſoul 
and body. Put thy Spirit within me, that, being 


taught of thee,” I may underſtand thy command- 
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Thy hands dave made me, and. fa ofliened 3 


F 102 1 
ments. Do thou be my wiſdom, that I may 
find I am increafing in ſpiritual underſtanding. 


I know ſo much of thee, as to abhor myſelf : let 
me under thy teaching be growing downward in 


humility, and upward in faith, Influence me, 
Holy Spirit, to practical godlineſs, that I N bo 
walking in God's commandments. | 


| 4 PSALM XVI. 1. 44. 
Preſerve me, O God, for in thee do [ut my truſt. 


[JNLESS thou, O God, art my preſerver, I 
- muſt fall—fall into the ſnares of the fowler, 
which he is continually ſpreading for me, that 
being entangled therein, I may be diſtreſſed in my 
foul, I may be plunged into miſery. Preſerve 
me, O Lord, I beſeech thee, from this enemy; 
enable me to ſec through all his artifices, that I 
may not be taken by ſurprize, that I may not fall 
among them that are flain by him. I dwell in an 
enemy's country, aud the world is holding out its 
allurements. I feel my weakneſs, and I look up 
to thee for help. Preſerve me from ſeduction ; 
from being entangled by the pleaſures, the vanities 
of the world ; and ſtrengthen me againſt its ſmules ; 
for in thee do I truſt! And, Oh my deceitful 
heart! how can I reſiſt and ſtand out againſt 


| thee, but in the ſtrength of Jeſus, the captain af 
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my ſalvation! How often do I find this mine 
enemy whiſpering traitorous counſet | how often 


ſtruggling with might for gaining his unfriendly 
purpoſe ! This is the foe ef mine own houſe. 
O Lord, do thou give me a diſcerning eye, and a 


ſound judgment ; give me grace and ſtrength, 


that thou being my preſerver, I may find myſelf 
ſtrong in the Lord, and ſafe in thy keeping. 


I truſt to thee for protection on my journey to 


London this day. Liſe is a journey; the way is 


full of danger hat but an almighty arm can 
preſerve ! Keep me in the ſtrait road that leadeth 


to glory ; quicken my ſpeed; give me grace, to 


give ball diligence to make my _—_ and else 


tion ſure. 
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PSALM, xol. 13 


Thou flak tread ufion the lion and the adder ; the 
young lion and the * * thou —_ un- 
der thy feet. 


(GRACIOUS words to a poor weak aſſaulted 


believer ;— full of comfort, as as proceeding, 


from the everlaſting love of God. How often; in 
the midſt of ſolemn duties, do I find the lion and 


the adder, the luſt of the, world, the luſt of the - 
_ fleſh, and the pride of life, aſſaulting me, per- 


plexing me, terrifying me, robbing me of my 


* 2 Pet. i. 10. 
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peace, by interrupting my communion with God ! 
Vet, through grace, theſe attacks and aſſaults are 


AE made beneficial to me, as they drive me more to 


Chriſt, convince me more, that unleſs he upholds 
me I ſhall fall, make me think more meanly and 
lowly of myſelf, and compel me to fly with all 
ſpeed to that refuge which is ſet before me in the 
goſpel : they ſtir me up to read and meditate upon 
the word and promiſes ; and here I find relief, 
when ] ſee that the greateſt ſcripture ſaints found 
the ſame evils ſtirring within them, and the ſame 
outward enemies beſetting them, and that God's 
faithfulneſs was their ſupport; that ſoon they 
ſhould tread upon the necks of theſe kings; 
ſhould ſoon trample them under feet. O happy 
time, when my deliverance ſhall be complete 
when, through Chriſt, I ſhall triumph over all 
mine enemies. Here I muſt diſpute every inch 
of ground; but it muſt be in the ſtrength of my 


Lord. The lion may roar, 'but ſhall not deyour ; "We | 


the adder may ſting, but ſhall not kill; the dra- 
gon may bite, but ſhall not deſtroy : for Father, 
Son, and Holy Spirit have ſaid, I will * never 
leave thee, nor forſake thee. 


„ Heb, xiii. 5 
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1 PETER IT. W he h 


Honour the King. 


ET me rejoice in thee, O Jeſus, thou King 
of Kings, thou Lord of Lords, for thy mer- 
cies to this land, in ſparing the life of the King 
upon the throne ſo long.. Preſerve him, in thy 
further mercy, from the machinations of his ene- 
mies ; guide him with thy counſel through time ; 
and finally crown him with everlaſting glory. 
How can a perſon, who profeſſes to. believe the 
feripture to be a divine revelation, meddle with 
thoſe who are given to change; ſince it is writ- 
ten, The * powers that be are ordained of God; 
and again it is enjoined, Fear + God and the King,. 
and meddle not with them who are given to 
change. I might ſurely, with equal conſiſtency, 
with equal faithfulneſs to God, fide with the- 
Arian and Socinian, who profeſs to read and un- 
derſtand the ſcriptures, and be guided by them, 
and yet renounce Chriſt, the appointed | heir of 
all things, the & mighty God, the everlaſting Fa- 
ther. But, glory be to God, here I ſee the power 
that is, is ordained of God; that there is none: 
other God that can ſave after this ſort, for there . 
is none other name nder heaven 1 to es, 


„Rom. xiii, 1. + Prov. xxiv. 21. t Heb. i. 2. 
K Ila. ix. 6. Acts iv. 12. 
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whereby we may be ſaved, but the alone name, 
Chriſt Jeſus. He is the great head of the church, 

for the government is upon his ſhoulders : he is 
the King that reigneth in Zion. The true believer 
acknowledges no other Lord : he ſays, It is true, 
indeed, that other * Lords have had the dominion 

over me, but by thee hs will I now make men- 


tion of thy name. 8 
PROVERBS I. 23. 
Turn you at my refiroof : Behold, I will PR ous * 
my Sftirit unto you; I will make known my words 


unto you. 


ISDOM crieth ; let me ent her voice, and 
attend unto her counſel. How often am 1 
| reproved ; and what freſh occaſion am J giving 
= . for reproof. God, - bleſſed be his name, and ex- 
saAtted be his grace in Chriſt Jeſus, both reproves - 
and turns. Have J not been, from time to time, 
yea, am [ not now daily going aſtray, like a ſheep 
that is loſt, following mine own ways ? yet the 
Lord hath called, and hath not given me over as 
a prey unto mine enemy. Do 1 ſee my ſin? the 
horrid evil of it, the aggravating circumſtances 
attending the commiſſion of it, againſt light, rea- 
ſon, and renewed reſolutions? An enemy vrhiſ- 
pers, You mult 1 now take up again; break 


/ 


* Ila. xvi, 13. 
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through thoſe barriers which you have raiſes | 


againſt yourſelf by accumulated guilt ; you mult 
live better; read, meditate, - and pray more; and 
then you will, for theſe practices, find a door of 


conſolation open.” Hold proud heart; hold cun- 


ning lying Satan; if I ſtop here I ſhall flick in 


a quagmire, I ſhall find myſelf in an horrible pit | 
indeed—in a pit wherein there is no water. Is it 
not Chriſt to whom I am to look for ſuccour? 


to whom I am to fly for refuge and relief ? Does 
not he fay, Look * unto me, and be ye ſaved ;— 
and, Turn you at my reproof :—but how fhall I 


turn, Lord? Behold my gracious promiſe to effect 


that for you, by my Spirit, which you cannot do 
for yourſelf; I will pour out my Spirit unto you; 


E will make known my words unto you. I reply: 


Turn + thou me, O Lord, and I ſhall dives 


* 
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PSALM CXXXYIIL. 7 


Though 7 walk in the midſt. 1 ee, thau wilt | 


revive Nie. 


FLOW gots the Lo! enter use 8 
my God l how oft in troudle hach he viſited 


me, hath he revived me! yea, when I have been 


ready to faint, how oft hath he ſuccoured me ! 
Man} is born to trouble, as the ſparks fly upward. - 


* Iſa, xlv. 22. + Jer. xxxi. 18. Joh v. 2. 
A - 
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I Elan expect to be exempt from that which is 
entailed upon mankind as tranſgreſſors? The 


world is a ſcene of trouble, ariſing from men's 


ſinful practices. What pain, ſorrow, affliction, 
and trouble, ariſe from ſin? How many, alas, in 


their troubles, have fled to ſelf- murder, to get rid 


; of their wretchedneſs! How many, ſeeing no 


relief at hand, gnaſhing their teeth with indigna- 


tion againſt their Maker, have, under diſappoint- 


ment, wiſhed themſelves dead, from a deluſive 


idea, that by death they ſhould be relieved from 
all their troubles! How is it that I have not 
been left to act as they have done, when Satan 


forced into my mind the ſame cruel ſuggeſtions ? 


Through the tender mercies of my God, who, 


by his reſtraining grace, hath preſerved me, and 


who, hy his ſaving grace, brought me to look to 
Chniſt for the ſalvation of my ſoul, and, by his. 
own everlaſting Spirit, is working reſignation. 
within me to my heavenly Father's will, whereby 
Jam made willing to wait “ all the days of my 


| appointed time. God knows my troubles, and wilt 


revive me under them : he hath promiſed, he will. 
ful] :—Call + upon me in the time. of trouble, 
J will deliver thee, and thou ſhalt glorify me. 


* Job.xiv, 14. _ + Pfalm 1. 18. 
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1 TiMoTRY Iv. I 5. 
| Meditate won theſe things. 2 "if 


Golden ſentence ! A preſcription Sflewak, 
affording the moſt ſalutary effects; a cordial 
for the ſoul, yielding true relief and fatisfation. 
The ſoul, like the bird upon the wing, is buoyed 
up above the world, kept ſoaring aloft, draws- 
nearer the ſun, breathes a purer air, and ſolaces 
itſelf in refined enjoyments : it looks down on the 
world with wonder, pity, and compaſſion ; with 
wonder, that itſelf ſhould ever have been ſo taken 
up with its trifles, ſo; engroſſed with its allure- 
ments ; with pity for thoſe who are ſtill bound 
and fettered by i it ; with compaſſion for thoſe who 
are immerſed in it. The more. this direction is 
followed, the more will the affections be drawn 
from earth to heaven. The glories of Jeſus, ſeen 
with the eye of faith, will operate like the load-. 
ſtone, and attract will bring the ſaul to cry out, 
Whom“ have I in heaven but thee; and there is 
none upon earth that I deſire in compariſon with 
thee : Thou + art fairer than the children of men; 
full of grace are thy lips; yea, thou art altogether 
lovely. The man of faith. hath an eagle's eye: 
he can look at the glorious Sun of Righteouſneſs; 
and the nearer he looks, the greater beauties he 


# Pſalm laxjii, 2.5, + Pſalm xlv. 2. 
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can diſcover. There are no ſpots upon that ſun. 
He * ſees the glory of God in the face of Jeſus; 
he ſees Jeſus to be glorious, becauſe he is ſtruck 
with the peculiar eſſentials of the Deity, conti- 
nually difcoverable in him; he ſees, he feels 


- - Chriſt to be very and truly God. While he is 


thus foaring aloft in the regions of meditation and 
contemplation, he finds himſelf inſtructed in the 


. ſecret of the Lord; for the ſecret + of the Lord is 
with them that fear him. But, alas! on a ſudden, 


his wings are clipped, and he finds himſelf en- 
| tangled with the cares and concerns of this life ; 
he feels he is not freed from that wvhich cauſes 
pain and uneafmeſs. In this ſiteation, conſidering 
what is his duty, and earneſt in fulfilling it, he ſo 
ſtruggles with every oppoſition to the ſpiritual 
work in which he is engaged, that he feels he is 
under the influence of divine grace, and bleffes his 
Redeemer for ſpiritualizing his affeftions ; even 
his worldly concerns, and the corrupt workings 
of his nature are improved to the ſpiritual proſ- 
perity of his foul ; he ſees the wifdom of Provi- 
dence in placing him in an active ſtate of life; 
he ſees the goodneſs of God in ſuffering the Ca- 
nagnite to dwell in the land; and hence he finds 
the neceſſity of keeping his eye fixed upon Chriſt, 
and of exerciſing faith on Chriſt, the Lord his 
righteouſneſs. O my ſoul, meditate on this glo- 


» 2 Cor, iv, 0 W 
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rious God, Father, Son, and Spirit; on the cove- 
nant engagements of the Father and the Son in 
the counſeb of peace; on the Spirit's operation; 
on the privileges of the redeemed ; on the em- 
ployment of the ſpirits of juſt men made perfect. 
Learn to extract ſome ſweet from every bitter in 
life; and conſider eternity; prepare for it, live to 
it—and all in Chriſt. 


— he AL 
PSALM LIX. 10. 


The Cad of my mercy /hall frevent me. 


HATPFY faint, who could thus glory i in God, 
thus exerciſe faith upon him in the time of 
trial, as thine unchangeable God! How is it I 
feel, from time to time, ſuch variations within me, 
but becauſe I do not exerciſe faith on God, as that 
Almighty Being who changeth not? Is he not 
fixed in his purpoſe, immutable in his will, and. 
faithful in the execution thereof ? How often, 
when Satan tempts and accuſes, am 1 inclined to 
yield? and yet how good is the mercy of God, 
in hedging up my way, and in influencing me to 
fly to Chriſt, my ſure refuge. Has not God given 
me abundant proof that he is the God of my 
mercy ? has he not frequently, when “ the enemy 
came in like a flood, lifted up a ſtandard againſt 


# Iſa. lix. 194. 


him, and given me comfortable deliverance d 
Ought I not then to rely upon this God for pre- 
venting grace, ſince his grace has ſo abounded 
to me a ſinner? O thou God of my niercy, let 
me continually find thou art preventing me, by 
ſupplying me, out of my Redeemer's fullneſs, 
againſt the hour of mine enemies' attack. I am 
weak, irreſolute, frail—thou. knoweſt that I am 
but duſt ; hide * me under the ſhadow of thy 
wings, that, in every ſtormy tempeſt, I may find 

I am ſafe under thy protection and preſervation, 
J am looking unto thee for preventing mercy, 
; that, under thy inſtructions and influence, I may 
be kept from running into the ſnares of mine ene- 
|  rnies, that I may not be entangled inthe nets N 


{- -— are ſpreading for me. | 


| 
_ | f — 
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2 | | LAMENTATIONS 111. 22. 
Tt is of the Lord's mercies we are not conſumed; 


Tur deſert of fin. is death. God hath faid, 

The + ſoul that ſinneth. it ſhall die. All f 

| have ſinned, and come ſhort of the glory of God. 
All then are guilty in the fight of God. God's 


word is truth; it will ſtand the trial. Infidels 
may ſcoff and throw contempt upon revelation ;, 
it is no wonder—they do not underſtand it—the K 


* Pſalm xvii. 8S. + Ezek. xviii. 4. / 
} Rom. iii. 33. 9 2 Cor. iv. 4. 


. 


[- 113. 1; 

God of this world hath ſo blinded thei eyes, 
that they cannot ſee. I muſt, and I will ſay, 
and glory be to God that I can ſay it, it is of the 
Lord's mercies that IJ am not conſumed. I am a 
' ſinner, my deſert is death; but the execution of 
the ſentence is ſuſpended—it is more than ſuſ- 
pended, through him who hath loved me, and 
given himſelf for me; even Jeſus, the mediator 
of the new covenant : he undertook, he fulfilled ; 

he lived, died, roſe again, and aſcended into hea- 
ven, for ſinners; and he ever liveth to make in- 

terceſſion with God for his redeemed. Glorious 
truth ! Well might the Pſalmiſt ſay, Glorious“ 
things are ſpoken of thee, thou city of God ; for 
the church of God, that city, is intereſted in this 
ſeripture truth: — I lay + down my life for my 
ſſleep; —becauſe 1 I ie ye ſhall live alſo. Every 
Citizen of Zion muſt then be ſecure: Thine 
they were, and thou gaveſt them me: They are 
preſerved in Chriſt; they are the called in God's 

time; and they are brought to glory in Chriſt, 
te a their Redeemer. | | 


* Pram Ixxxvii. 3. + John x. 15. t John xiv. 19. 
John xvji. 6. I Jude 1. | Me: 
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merten asg, 14 . 
A gi ift 3 in fecret hacifieth anger, 


ments, and thy ways paſt finding out ! 
Tune my heart, like thy ſervant's of old, to ſing 
of * mercy and judgment. No unclean thing can 
dwell in thy preſence ; and fin is that abominable 


2 


O LORD, how unfearchable are thy | judg- 


2 
9 


thing which chou hateſt, which drew down thy 


judgments on the old world, that for which thou 


art now contending with the nations of Europe. 


Yet there is, bleſſed be thy name, a remnant + 


according to the election of grace ; and that, 
becauſe thine anger towards them is pacified by 
that gift which thou haſt accepted. The delights of 


Chriſt Jefus were with the ſons of men before ever 


the worlds were made : he graciouſly entered into 


a voluntary engagement with thee for them; and, 


fatisfying thy juſtice, made a way for thy mercy 
to flow to the rebellious race of men: Be fore } 
the mountains were ſettled he was with thee, as 
one daily thy delight, rejoicing always before 
thee—rejoicing in the habitable parts of the earth, 

and his delights were with the ſons of men. He 


is the true. paſchal lamb ; that lamb & ſlain, by 


divine appointment, from the foundation of the 


* Pſalm ci. 1. 1 Rom. ii. 5. 
{ Prov, viii. 25, 34, 31. 9 Rev. xiii. &. 


EW 
worlds, through his voluntary engagement, and 


5 Gf thy voluntary acceptance of him, a ſacrifice for 
ſin, thine anger towards thoſe whom thou haſt 


given him is pacified—thine anger is not only re- 
ſtrained, but pacified-—and all thy diſpenſations 
towards them are diſpenſations of love. Stand 
ſtill, O my foul, and conſider this Full ſalvation 


of the Lord—Ie it thine? | 
1 „ 2A 


PROVERBS XxI. 14. 


A gift in ſecret þacifieth anger. 
Ex me aſk, whether I have reaſon to con- 
clude, that God's juſt indignation againſt me, 


his anger with me as a ſinner, is pacified by that 
_ obedience which Chrift hath given, and by that 


ſatisfaction which Chriſt hath made? is my love ; 


of God ſuper-eminent ? has Chriſt the pre- mi- 
nence in my affections, as he is the God of fal- 
vation? is there no rival in my heart? am I de- 
lighting myſelf in the Lord, mourning the de- 
pravity of my heart, the corruption of my nature, 


looking to Chriſt only for ſalvation, glorying in 


him the Lord my Redeemer, and approaching 


God the Father by and through him? Then 1 
may, I ought to rejoice in the above ſentiment, 


that a gift in ſecret hath pacified anger. Ought 
I not, with humility. and thankfulneſs, to cry out, 


T hat gift which Chriſt gave the Father, in an 


88 
Ls 


| $ Luke x. 28. 


116 J 


wards me; I ſee him ſhewing a reconciled face; 
I ſee here that mercy * and truth have met to- 
gether, that righteouſneſs | and peace have kiſſed 


each other. Let me feel more affection for this. 


| Soles unto death, hath pacified- his anger to- 


bleſſed Saviour, and at all times evidence my at- 


tachment unto him by an active obedience, by 


daily putting him on as my wiſdom +, righteouſ-. 
neſs, ſanctification, and redemption. He muſt 
increaſe ; I muſt decreaſe. May he be more glo- 
rious in-my eſtimation ; and while, in the mercy 
of God, I entertain an hope that his anger is 


turned away, let me live to the glory of the F ather, 
Son, and OY Spirit. 


Rap eee 


| 5 ** * 


fer the ſacrifice of nell, and Jt your 


truſt in the Lord, 


HE yoke of Chriſt is eaſy, and the burden 
he bara is light; and this, becauſe he 


gives the inclination and ability to perform what 


he requires. The covenant of works cries, This & 


- do, and thou ſhalt live. Life from doing what no 


ſinner poſſeſſes ability for doing. The || gold - is 
become dim, the moſt nne us is . and 


* Pſalm Ixxxv. 10. + 1 Cor. i. 36. f John iii. 3a. 
Lam. iv. 1. 


1 44 
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| | EI 

man made upright, in the image of God, hath 
ruined himſelf—marring that image, by tranſgreſ- 
ſing the commandment of his God. The cove- 
nant of grace ſpeaks better things; and ſays, 
Live, live to the glory of God, who gives thee 
ſpiritual life, and breath, and all things. I muſt 
then firſt be endowed with a principle of ſpiritual 
life, before I can perform the functions of that 
life. This principle is God's gift, no- leſs than 
animal life ; it is a ſpiritual principle, a vital ſpark 


that can never be extinguiſhed ; it is a part of 


Chriſt, communicated from him who giveth this 


life to whom he will; for the Son“ quickeneth 


whom he will : moreover, it is that very ſpiritual 
eſſence, which the apoſtle calls a divine nature, 
Which was in Chriſt as man and mediator : he 
Was anointed with the Spirit without meaſure; 
and they who receive this ſpiritual life from him, 


are united unto him, and one with him: — He + - 


that is joined to the Lord is one Spirit: and being 
thus endowed with the Spirit of Chriſt, which 


is holy, the perſon is bringing the ſacrifices of -'* 


righteouſneſs unto the Lord, and putting his truſt 
in * Lord: he brings in faith, the ſacrifice ap- 

pointed in the everlaſting purpoſe of God, which 
is > revealed 3 in the goſpel, and pleads it with God, 
for pardon and for. reſtoration to the divine fa- 
vour : he pleads Chriſt's righteouſneſs for juſtifi- 


* John v. 21, + 1 Cor, vi. 17. F 
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kation, and Chriſt's blood as his propitiation and 
© atonement ; and delighting in holineſs, in his in- 
ward parts, he * has his fruit unto holineſs, and 
his' end ſhall be everlaſting life. Thus ſcripture 
ſpeaks of Chriſt and his redeemed : That as 
there + is noW no condemnation to them that are 
in Chriſt Jeſus, ſo they are known to be in Chriſt, 
who walk not after the fleſh, but after the Spirit. 
If I am thus quickened, thus alive in Chriſt Jeſus, 
may 1 not, ought I not to-truſt in the Lord? He 
who hath given the greater benefit will- give every 
ſmaller one; he I that ſpared not his own Son, 
but gave him up for me, how ſhall he not with 
him alſo freely give me all things? he will do 


that which ſeemeth good in his fight ; he will 


give me that which ſhall conduce moſt to my good: 
J will therefore put my truſt in the Lord, and 
will not fear what man can do unto me; I will, 
through divine grace, under the influences of the 
eternal Spirit, offer unto the Lord the ſacrifices of 
righteouſneſs, approaching God with faith in 
Chriſt ;—while yielding obedience unto Chriſt, 
my ſovereign, let me remember, in all my ap- 
proaches to God, to come by him, Who is the 
way, the truth, and the life—even Jeſus, * me- 
diator of the new covenant. | 


* Rom. vi. 22. + Rom. viii. 1. 
1 Rom. viii. 32. John xiv. 6. 
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"PROVERBS XVII. 26. 


The lambs are for thy clothing. vt 


HAT an indigent creature is man | what a 
gracious creator is God ! how full of 
goodneſs | God, foreſeeing the wants of man, 
furniſhed the world with all things neceflary ;— 
food for his appetites; raiment to keep his body 
warm. The lambs are for both; and the ſove- 
reign of creation hath n man permiſſion 
to uſe both; yea, every“ moving thing that 
liveth ſhall be meat for you ; even as the green 
herb have I given you all things. God himſelf 
was pleaſed to clothe Adam with the ſkins of 
| beaſts. But what is the ſoul of man] how nu- 
merous its wants ! and what the food and cloth- 
ing neceſſary for that! O my ſoul, the lamb is 
for both unto thee ; God hath provided it, fore- 
ſeeing thy wants, and makes it over to thee by a 
free and- full grant: this lamb js the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, ſlain from the foundation of the world; 
his righteouſneſs is the garment of ſalyation, pro- 
vided for thy clothing in the everlaſting purpoſe 
of thy God; and his fleſh is meat indeed for thy 
nouriſhment. Thou art naked by fin, which has 
deſpoiled thee of every thing valuable. Art thou 
hungering after ſpiritual meat? In Out, the 1 


* Gen, 1 4 


| [ao J]- 
Lamb, are all things treaſured up for thee ; God 
warrants thee. to take him, in all his fullneſs, to 
thyſelf. Believe in him, thy righteouſneſs, and 
thou ſhalt ſtand before the throne, and before the 
Lamb, clothed with white robes, and with palms 
in thy hands.—In thee, O Saviour, would 1 


glory! 1 


JAMES v. 9. 
Behold ! the judge ſtandeth at the door. 


ND muſt I appear. before him, to have an 
| irreverſible ſentence paſſed upon me? Aw- 
ful thought! Who is this judge ? It is Jeſus, 

the man appointed to judge the world, of * which 
God hath given aſſurance, in that he hath raiſed 
him from the dead. When will this be? Speedily : 

for, behold ! the judge ſtandeth at the door — 
There + is but a ſtep between me and death. | 
This judge is omniſcient, and cannot be deceived; 

he knows every ſecret thought of the heart. 
Does Chriſt know the ſecret thoughts of my 
heart? how then can I ſtand in judgment before 
him, ſince my heart anſwers to his deſcription of 
it, and is full of evil f thoughts, murders, adulte- 
ries; and all manner of things which defile the 
man? how then can I, can any man, ſtand in 
judgment before Chriſt? Let the word of God 


Acts xvii, 31. + Sam. xx. 3, t Matt. xv. 19. 


f 


a 

unſwer the queſtion: Then & ſhall the righteous 
ſhine forth as the ſun in the kingdom of their 
Father. But who are theſe righteous? They 
who are juſtified freely, through faith, in the 
righteouſneſs of the God man, Chriſt Jeſus :;— 
By + the obedience of one ſhall many be made 
righteous. They are righteous; and who can 
ſtand before God in judgment, but they againſt 
whom the law can bring no charges, nor the 
juſtice of God any demands ? their motto is, 
Holineſs to the Lord. Lord, thou knoweſt my 
ſoul's deſire is after greater conformity to the 
image of Chriſt, to be growing in grace; thou 
knoweſt my inward feelings, that I do not love 
and ferve thee more, that I have no hope but 
what is built on Chriſt, the Lord my righteouſ- 
neſs. Let me live under the full conviction of 
this truth — Behold! the judge ſtandeth at the 
l 


- 


| JonAH LL. 9. ie 

Mis can tell if God will turn and refient, and turn 
away from /us fierce anger, that we fieriſi not? 
WHAT 2 view have I here of myſelf, as a 
ſinner, who, by a variety of acts of rebel. 

lion, have been expoſing myſelf to the fierce ariger 


* Matt. iii. 43. Rom. v. 19. 
8 ö 
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-of the Almighty | but what a view have 1 of | 
God, as a gracious and compaſſionate God, ready 
to withdraw his judgments, and manifeſt his 
mercy to ſoul-humbled, ſin- mourning ſinners, and 
returning prodigals! Alas! what am I ? and 
| what is God? How oft have I ſinned; how fre- 


© quent my rebellions; how manifold my tranſ- 


greſſions and yet how flow to anger, how gra- 
cious is God! ſtill I am a monument of his 
ſparing. mercy, on praying ground; and how 
gentle the ſtrokes of his rod, which he is laying 
upon me from time to time. Lord, thou art 
pouring down thy judgments on the earth, and 
manifeſting thine anger towards the children of 
men. What are the deſerts of Britain thou only 
knoweſt, for thou only knoweſt the ſins of its 
inhabitants. How have I added to the load of 
national guilt ! how many, how aggravating my 
| fins | are they not the joint cauſes of God's hav- 
ing a controverſy with the land? Alas, they are 
Yet, who can tell but God may turn away from 
his fierce anger, that we periſh not? O for the 
Spirit Jebovah's prevalence in and over me; that 
{ may be mourning my ſins ; that I may be truly 
humbled, be more ſelf-abaſed; that I may be re- 
turning to the Lord, and be refting in him, ex- 

erciſing an habitual godly jealouſy over myſelf, 
proud ſelf, carnal ſelf, careleſs ſecure. ſelf, and 
- be giving up myſelf more wholly to the Lord ! 


Save me, O my God, from all my enemies ! 


6 [ 123 5 ] 
O deliver not the ſoul * of thy turtle-dove unto 
the multitude of the wicked] forget not the con- | 
n of thy poor for ever! 


ISAIAH xxvII. 3. 


Let any hurt it, I will watch over it night an? 
GRACE bes forth in every word; mercy 
| ſhines in every ſyllable ; and every letter 
ſpeaks the loving-kindneſs and the faithfulneſs of 
the Lord. How has this ſcripture been fulfilled 
in the - preſervation of the true church of Chriſt ! 
how often hath the Lord appeared for it in this 
land! Never let me forget the goodneſs of God 
in what took place through his wonderful inter- 
vention as on this day: a plot hatched in hell, 
and ripe fot execution on earth, fruftrated by 
the kind and merciful interpoſition of the great 
head of the church, Jeſus the Lord of life and 
glory. Nor + let me forget the Lord's mercy in 
being a ſhield to our preſent ſovereign on the laſt 
Thurſday, in preſerving him from the diabolical 
intentions of minds inflamed by hell. In this 


* Pſalm Ixxiv. 10. | 
+ The outrages of the mob i in his way to 55 parliament 
houſe, and the attempt ou his life by a bullet fired from an 
air-gun, which IM through the fide glaſs of the ſtate- 
coach. 
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latter, as well as in the former inſtance, I ee 
God fulfilling his promiſe to his church —he does 
indeed watch over it night and day : it is preſerved 
by him, watered with the momentary bounties of 
his grace in the continued refreſhing ſhowers of 
his word and of his ſpirit, What ſhall I render 

| unto the Lord for making me a vine in this vine= 
yard? for engrafting me into Chriſt ? for wa- 
tering my ſoul from time to time? Praiſe * the 
Lord, O my ſoul! and all that is within me 
praiſe his holy name ! Praiſe the Lord, O my 
ſoul, .and forget not any of his mercies, who 
forgiveth all thine iniquity, and healeth all thy 
| diſeaſes! and who ſays, even unto thee : Leſt. 
any hurt it, I will watch over it night and day. 
Alas! what need is there for divine keeping and 
preſervation ! how many my foes who are art- 
fully endeavouring to deprive me of all comfort 
and peace! how varied their mode of attack |! 
how manifold their devices! and how weak am I! 
how often afleep | how often expoſing myſelf to 
their aſſaults! Why am I not oftener ſurprized 
by them, and taken captive ? why am not I more 
frequently plundered of all that is valuable, but 
becauſe the Eord is my keeper ? He watches 
over me, keeps guard around me, yea, moreover, 
rouſes me from my ſecurity, and puts his weapons 
of warfarè into my hands, and gives me ſtrength, 


* Pſalm ciii. I, 21 3. 


15 ] 
Kill, and faith, to wield them againſt my adver- 
faries. Rejoice then, ſoul, in the Lord that 
watcheth over thee : rejoice with trembling ! May 
humility be, at all times, a ſtriking feature in my 
life: may. I never be indulging a careleſs indolent 
ſpirit, but be always tilling my land ; and, through 
a divine bleſſing, find plenty of bread for my 
ſoul's nouriſhment. O Jeſus, how ſolemn thine 
engagements, and how faithful art thou in ful- 
filling them! how often haſt thou given me oc- 
caſion to ſet my ſeal to this truth, that thou doſt 
watch over me night and day—in the day of proſ- 
perity, in the night of adverſity and ſufferings ! 
Glory be to thee for thine appearance for 
this land, for thy church in it, and for me an in- 
dividual member of that church, made ſo by thy 
grace, and preſerved in it by thy power and mercy. 
Lord, thou haſt delivered, be pleaſed yet to de- 
liver; fruſtrate the devices of all our enemies, re- 
ſtore peace, and ſend proſperity to thy Zion. 


PSALM cxxxv. ). 
= bringeth the wind out of his treaſures. 


OW merciful art thou, O my God, that the 

houſe, in which, by thy permiſſion, I dwell, 
was not overthrown by the fury of the tempeſt 
laſt night ! how many of my fellow ſinners have 
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ſunk like lead in the mighty waters, and lobed 
their eyes in everlaſting darkneſs. I am ſpared ; 
I am yet living on the earth. What leſſons ſhould 
1 learn? how ſhort my time is! how uncertain 
to me the hour of my departure hence] the next 
ſtorm may be commiſſioned to ſpend its fury on 


the houſe I may be in, and overwhelm me in its 
ruins; or a tile falling, may fracture my ſkull, 
and deprive me of life; a blood veſſel may burſt ; 


a fly, or gnat, or a hair, may choke me. How 
ſure am I of death! how needful to be prepared 
Lord, bring forth thy Spirit, out of thy treaſures, 


into my ſoul, and enrich me with his vital power 


and influence; breathe on me more and more, 
and let me feel his powerful operations, in re- 
moving from me all the poor coverings of my 
own obedience in point of dependance, in over- 


throwing all ſelf-love independent of the love of 


God, purifying my heart, that I may be more 
holy. Awake *, O north wind; and come thou 
ſouth, and bow: upon my gaiden, that the ſpices 
may ſend forth a grateful odour. Let adverſity, 


ſickneſs, pain, and diſappointments draw off my 


affections more from this world, that they may be 
engaged more on thee; let proſperity, health, &c. 
work in me a deeper ſenſe of my own unwor- 
thineſs, and of thy love, that I may be more de- 
voted to thee ; fill me with thy 0 that I may . 


* Cant. iv. 16. 
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be thine kuwardly ! in heart, and ottwindly i m life 1 
and converſation. Lord, quicken me more, that: 
F _ ſerve thee better. h | 


— 
— 
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PROVERBS VIII. 1. 2 * 


Deth not wiſdom cry ?' K 9 


Es; in every part of creation, teaching mam 

ſome important leſſon. To eat and drink 
4 is the life of a brute; to ſee God in all things, 
and to extract ſome profitable inſtruction from 
eyery thing, and from every circumſtance, is 
living more rationally, more like a man. But with: 
reſpect to what is required of me as a Chriſtian, 
as a man profeſſing godlineſs, doth not wiſdom 
ery and direct? Yes; the ox, and the aſs, and. 
the horſe, come at the appointed hour, and wait 
on their feeder for that fodder which is neceſſary 
for the ſupport. of their animal life. Should not 
T hear wiſdom crying unto me by them, to come 
to Chriſt the bread of liſe, to wait upon God at. 
a throne of grace, in an humble expectation that, 
he will give and nouriſh my ſoul with that bread 
which doth not periſh, but which endureth unto: 
everlaſting life? Theſe animals, when thirſty, go 
to their accuſtomed place, and drink of the water. 
and are refreſhed ; and ſhould not I be-conti- 
nually applying to Chriſt in the uſe of the means 
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of grace, and be drawing * water out of the wells 
of ſalvation? The eagle, ſoaring on high, ap- 
proaches the ſun nearer than any other bird ;— 
ſhould not I be ſoaring in the regions of medita- 
tion, and, by faith, be continually looking unto 
Jeſus, the glorious ſun of righteouſneſs? The 
young rayens cry unto the Lord, and he heareth 
them ;—here I am inſtructed in the great duty 
of prayer ; my wants are numerous, and it is not 
in human power to relieve them : God in infinite 
love, commands me to cry unto him, Aſk +, and 
it ſhall be given you. The different tribes of 
fiſhes live in the waters, the birds inhabit the air, 
and all exiſt in their proper element. O let me. 
be always living, as a Chriſtian, in the proper 
element of holineſs, breathing the pure air of the 
goſpel, and nouriſhed by the wholeſome waters 
of the ſanctuary. In the colour and nature of 
the crow I ſee myſelf black with ſin, and feed- 
ing upon the carrion of worldly pleaſure ; in the 
fierce lion I ſee myſelf under the ungovernable 
paſſions of my corrupt nature; in the wolf of 
the evening I ſee my voracious greedineſs after 
thoſe things which periſh in the uſing ; but in the 
lamb, led to the laughter, I ſee the meek Jeſus wil- 
lingly offering up himſelf a ſacrifice for fin ; in the 
newly-ſhorn and waſhed ſheep I ſee myſelf ſtripped 
of the filthy rags of my own righteouſneſs, wathed 


1 Ifa. xii, 3. + Matt. vii. 2. 
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in the blood, - and clothed with the robe of righ- 


teouſneſs, the garment of ſalvation, which is the | 


work of Crit, d the Lord our righteouſneſs, whoſe 


blood cleanſeth from all fin. In ſheep, following 
their ſhepherd, I ſee my duty and privilege to follow - 


Chriſt, whitherſoever he goeth :—he ſays, My * 


ſheep hear my voice, and F know them, and they 
follow me. May I hear wiſdom crying unto me in 
every thing; and do thou, O holy Spirit, dwell 


in me, that, under thy teaching, I may be enabled. 


to draw ſome ſpiritual inſtruction from every 


animal—beaſts, birds, fiſhes, and men; and alſo 


from every occurrence in life. Give me large 
draughts of fpiritual inſtruction from the &n-. 
ftantly flowing fountains of thy providences, thy 


works in creation, that I may be ſerving thee, my: 
God and Saviour, more ſpiritually. 1 


r 22 V1 


MATTHEW V. 4. 


Bleſſed are they that mourn, for they as be com- 
Forted. 


THAT a delightful harmony do I perceive in 


bearing precious ſeed, ſhall doubtleſs come again, 
with rejoicing, bringing his ſheaves with him? 
Chriſt, in the New. Teſtament, ſays, Bleſſed. are 


| „ john 1. 27; + Pſalm cxxvi. 6. 
0 


ſcripture. Does David, in the Old Teſta- 
ment ſay, He + that goeth forth, and weepingy. 


2 


2 2 
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they that mourn, for they ſhall be cotnforted: 
If then I am mourning my ſins before God, if B 
am mourning that I cannot, that I do not live 
more to his glory—if Lam mourning the abſence 
of my beloved, let me take comfort from my Sa- 
viour's gracious declaration, from his compaſſionate 
practice. The publican was a mourning ſinner: 
vrhen approaching the temple, under a conviction 
of his unworthineſs and of his vileneſs, he cried 
out; ſmiting upon his breaſt, God * be merciful to 
me a ſinner. Paul, though a ſaint, was a mourn- 
ing ſinner, when he ſaid, The + good that L 
would.I do not, and the evil. that I would not, 
that.I do. O wretched man that Lam, who ſhall 
deliver me from the body of this death? Mary 
mourned her abſent Beloved, when the plentiful 
effuſion of her tears prevented her. ſeeing that 
Lord whoſe abſence ſhe mourned. The publican - | 
went down to his houſe rejoicing in Chriſt, and 
rejoicing in expectation of an eternal gracious re- 
ward. Paul found comfort from the exerciſe of 
faith on Chriſt, through whom, he was con- 
vinced, he ſhould come off more than conqueror ; 
and how did Mary's mourning ſoul rejoice, when 
ſhe heard the voice of her Beloved addreſſing 
her by her name, Mary g I can only come. 
again, and again, and again, unto this loving and 
compaſſionate Saviour, with, God be merciful to 


* Luke viii. 13. + Rom, vii. 19, 24. John xx. 16. 
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me a Samer! I carry a ſimilar body of deatlr 
within me whereſoever I am. I too, from time 
to time, mourn my abſent Beloved: O that I did 
love him more! O that my ſoul was alſo ſenſibly 
afflicted at his abſence, always longing for and 
waiting his return! How oft have I found my 
Saviour drawing near, and calling back my 
roving thoughts | how often have I been calling 
upon others to truſt him at all times, when he 
hideth his face; aſſuring. them, on the teſtimony. 
of his infallible word, that though he hideth his 
face, he nevertheleſs is the“ God of Iſrael, the 
Saviour thereof; yea, that his very hiding his 
face, which is the cauſe of their mourning his 
abſence, is a proof of. his love! My heart is 
hard—Lord, ſoften it; my ſoul wants piercing 
Lord, ſmite it with a ſenſe of thy love; my faith 
is low and little—Lord, increaſe it, and bring it 
forth into exerciſe ; ſave a poor ſinner, lying at 
mercy's. door.! Comfort me, O Lord, with the 
telicity of thy choſen ones! thou + haſt done great 
things-for me, O lift up the light of thy. counte- 
nance. upon: me ! look thou upon me, and be 
merciful unto me, as thou uſeſt to do unto thoſe 
that love thy name! enable me to rejoice in the 
declaration. of thy word — Bleſſed are they that 
mourn, for they ſhall be comforted... Lord, com- 
fort me with the conſolations of thy Spirit; and 


*Aſa. xlv. 15. +.-Pſalm exix. 182. 
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let every inſtance of thy love make me more ſelf 
abaſed before thee ! 


MALLS 9 — of 


 MALACHI III. 2, 
But who may abide the day of his coming . 9 


I AM born into the world; J muſt die; I muſt 
appear before God in judgment. Awful 
thought ! Chriſt is the judge ; who can ſtand 
before him? Riches profit not in the day of the 
Lamb's wrath ; nor will morality deliver from 
death ;—but righteouſneſs will—the righteouſneſs, 
the alone righteouſneſs of God the Redeemer, of 
Jeſus the Saviour. Who ſhall condemn? It is 
God that juſtifieth How? By the righteouſneſs - 
of God by faith, which is to and upon all them 
that believe; for there is no reſpect of perſons 
with God. Whoſoever comes, as a poor, periſh- 
ing, helpleſs finner, to Chriſt for falvation, appre- 
hends Chriſt as his righteouſneſs, and relies upon 
tim as his atonement, ſhall be juſtified ? yea, is. 
already juſtified in the ſight of God; for there is 
now no condemnation to them that are in Chriſt 
Jeſus. Soul, ſeeſt thou thy vileneſs, as a guilty 
finner ? Chriſt ſhed his blood for finners ; and he 
is bringing thee, by his Spirit, to that fountain 
which he hath opened for cleanfing. Seeſt thon 


* Rom. viil. 1. 
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the law requiring what thou poſſeſſeſt no power 
for performing? Here is Chriſt revealed unto thee, 

The * end of the law for righteouſneſs. to every 
one that t believeth. Art thou ſenſible of thy want 
of faith) and art thou erying mightily to Gd 
for it? The + Lord hear thee in the day of trou- - 
ble! the name of the God of Jacob defend thee. , 

Art thou by faith putting on Chriſt thy attack 
neſs, thy_garment of ſalvation ? Bring ſoul, body, 
duties, and all, to his blood for cleanſing, relying 
upon him as thine advocate with the Father ; 
then thou, even thou, ſhalt abide the day of His 
coming ; for as thoy art accepted of God in Rs 


{o ſhalt — be rewarded of him. 
2 
ISAIAH XL. 7. 9 7 5 
The grafs withereth.. bh 


A STRIKING emblem of man, whoſe tem- 
poral exiſtence is but a withering life, The 
graſs 1 is to-day green and flouriſhing ; to-morrow 
it is cut down, dried up, and withered. How ſoon. . 
removed! and the place that once knew it ſhall 
know it no more. The word of God. compares 
man's life to graſs in theſe reſpects ; and yet how 
thoughtleſly and inconſiderately does ſhort-lived. 
man paſs days, months, and years | duſied in 


* Rom. x. 1. + Pſalm xx. 1 
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vanity, walking * in a vain ſhew, and diſquieting 
himſelf in vain. Fair and flouriſhing as the graſs, 
baſking in the ſun-ſhine of proſperity, ſome vio- 
lent diſeaſe on a ſudden pervades every part of his 


body, and he becomes a prey to death: and yet, 


while living in a ſtate of ſeparation from God, 
of what vaſt importance does he think himſelf. 
Alas! under felfiſh influence, I have known much 
of this; but glory to him who hath made me to 
know myſelf, to feel my emptineſs ;; and who in- 
duced me to feek after the pearl of great price; 
and which endureth for ever. This pearl has an 
eſſential quality in it; it communicates ſpiritual 
and eternal life to every one who is in poſſeſſion 
of it—hence it is a life-giving tone : it really 
turns all into gold loſſes, croſſes, afflictions, trials,. 
temptations ; from theſe bitters it enables the 
perſon to extract ſweetneſs, and, by freſh com- 
munications, maintains that ſpiritual life which 
it firſt gave. This ſpiritual life never withereth, 
becauſe hid in him who is the reſurrection and 
the life: — Who is this? It is Jeſus, the ever- 
laſting God, who, by his Spirit, creates the ſin- 
ner again, makes him, who was dead in fin, alive 
unto God, and thus conveys into him an everlaſt- 
ing principle of life. This is that + word of the 
Lord which endureth for ever. What an ineſti- 
malle, valuable life muſt this be? am 1 a par- 


* Pſalm xX ix. 6. + 1 Peter iv. 25. 
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taker of it by an union with this Jeſus ? has ke- 
put his Spirit within- me ? how may I know it ? 
what is my chief bent, my inclination, my deſire ? 
do ſpiritual thoughts prevail ? and defires to grow 
more and more into the likeneſs and image of 
Jeſus Chriſt abound? Surely - theſe are ſigns of 
life. O that I may find all theſe increafing ! and 
that thouglr my body grow feeble, wax old, and 
decay, I need not fear the approach of death; 
F ſhould rather rejoice that” my dying life was'de- 
parting, and my entrance into my heavenly inhe- 
ritance approaching. Perſecution, like a fire, may 
ſcorch, but cannot conſume ; temptations may 
ariſe, but Chriſt will make-a way for my eſcape ;- 
Satan may throw his fiery darts, they ſhall: not 
kill, becauſe the Lord Jeſus is my ftrength and 
my ſhield. Under increafing years, and declining 
ſtrength of conſtitution, may my faith and hope 
be ſtrong in Jeſus the captain of my ſalvation; 
and when this withering life is expiring, may 1 
be enabled to glory in- Chriſt my Redeemer, and 
triumph over all mine enemies conquered by him. 
In the rejoicings of faith, may I cry with the- 
church, Make * haſte, my beloved, and be thou- 
hke to a roe, or to a young a upon the moun-- 
f tains of ſpices. © © 


* Cantic, vil. A. 
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. „ LUKE XVII. 32. 


Remember Lot's wife. 


AN! is frail, liable to fall; God enn, 
him thereof. Satan is a buſy adverſary, 
gs watching his opportunity, always di- 
ligent in his buſineſs; the malice of his heart 
againſt Chriſt is never at reſt : how often does 
he repreſent to the believer, that the difficulties 
before him are inſurmountable, that he is too 
weak to ſtand, too prone to evil. to withſtand; 
and hence would: perſuade him to turn back: 
Come, let us make a captain, and return to Egypt, 
for then was it better - with us than now. If he 
can bring the poor trembling believer to view 
every thing in the magnifying glaſs of impoſſibi- 
lity, he gains his end of perplexing him, of diſ- 
trefling him: if he is brought to look backward, 
bu hears the voice of mercy addrefling him, — 
" Remember Lot's wife; he begins to reflect on 
the goodneſs of God, and on his faithfulneſs, who 
did bring him, out of worſe than Egyptian dark- 
neſs, into marvellous light, out of flavery into the 
liberty of the goſpel: he reaſons with himſeli 
if J return to my former ways of fin, I ſhall be 
deſpiſed, even by the wicked ; beſides, - were not 
thoſe ways tormenting to my ſoul ? did they not 
make the very thoughts of death a torment ? did: 
they not make the idea of a day of judgment. 


T. * a, [ 137 ] 
painful? He conſiders the Saviour, looks & to 
him, and finds encouragement to go forward; 
be relies upon jeſus, the captain of his ſalvation, 
and keeps preſſing forward for the prize of his 
high wn, of Lord, let it be thus with me! 


— 


. MALACHI Iv. 2. 


Unto you that fear my name ſhall the Sun o Righ- 
; teouſneſs ariſe, with healing, in his wings. 


HO diſeaſed is man, as devoid of the fear of 
the Lord! and when God has implanted 
that diſpofition within him, he becomes, under 
the exerciſe of it, more and more ſenſible of his 
diſeaſe. By the fear of the Lord, men depart 
from evil, exerciſe a godly jealouſy over them- 
ſelves, and make continual application to Chriſt : 
by this fear a perſon is led to ſelf-examination ; 
and when he comes to look into ſelf, and to ex- 
amine, with a view to difcovery, what does he 
ſee ? That a ſpiritual diſeaſe has pervaded every 
part of him; that he is wholly infected; that he 
is in himſelf all over leprous, all & over wounds, 
and bruiſes, and putrifying ſores : he feels a diſ- 
ordered imagination, and a diſtempered fancy, _ 
wild Wee and ſinful thoughts, violent ae N 
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and ſtrong ſenſual inclinations, fiery luſts, and oy 


affections ; he feels, mourns, prays, and wreſtles 
with God for that health and cure which is by 
Jeſus Chriſt ; he fears leſt all theſe corruptions 
ſhould cauſe his Beloved to withdraw; he fears 
leſt he ſhould be overcome by theſe prevailing .1n 
their turns, to the diſtreſſing his mind, bringing 
guilt upon his ſoul, and diſgrace upon the ways of 
his God; he is led to wait on God at a throne 
of grace, and plead for the fulfilment of the pro- 
miſe in the text, that the Sun of Righteouſneſs 
may ariſe upon him, with healing in his wings: 
he knows the need of this, and relies upon God 
for the manifeſtation of his faithfulneſs, in the 


communications of every ſupply out of the Re- 
dieemer's fullneſs: he fears God, and is relying, . 
upon Chriſt; yet convinced that by death only 


he can be fully and perfectly freed from his ſpi- 
ritual diſeaſe, he is looking, by faith, to Chriſt, 


for victory over the world; the fleſh, and the devil; 


he conſiders the efficacy of the balm of Gilead, 
the blood of Immanuel, and. makes. conſtant ap- 


plication to the ſountain open for ſin and un- 


cleanneſs. Let me fear and love thee, O my 
God, at all times; and let me feel, in every ſea- 
ſon of darkneſs, and under every ſtirring of ſin, 


- Teſus, the ſun of righteouſneſs, ariſing upon my 


ſoul, with healing in his beams; that the bright 
beams of his love, darting upon and warming my 


ſaul, I may feel my affections warm to him, my 


| M294 
diſpoſition, inclination, imagination, and defire; 
more ſpiritual ; that my heart may be bubbling up 
ſpiritual thoughts, and my tongue. at liberty to 
ſound the praiſes of redeeming love. Heal, Lord; 
my meditation, that it may be always of thee; 
yea, ſo give thyſelf to- me, and fo give me faith 
in thee, that I may be .conſtantly evidencing 
I am a tree of righteouſneſs of thy planting, flou- 
riſhing under thy watering, and bringing forth 
fruit abundantly to thy glory: if cauſtics are need - 


ful, grant that patience may have its perfect AA 


_ —only * be made whole. | 


GENESIS I, 3f. 


And God ſaw every thing that he had made ; 3 and, 55 
behold, it was very good. 


LL God's works: muſt be good, h all 

come forth of infinite goodneſs. The world, 
and all the things therein, call upon man to conſider 
God, to conſider his wiſdom, power, and good- 
neſs. How do the different inhabitants of water, 
earth, and air, demonſtrate the wiſdom of God 
in their formation, with veſſels ſuited to the par- 
ticular element which they more particularly in- 
habit! The crawling worm, concealed in the 
dark receſſes of the earth; the ſtrong pinioned 
eagle, ſoaring aloft in the air; the whale, ſporting 
in the mighty waters; exhibit. the wiſdom and 


i 
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. power of God. Nor leſs the various tribes which 
poſſeſs vegetative life : the tree aſpiring upward, 


and graſs of low growth, are ſubſervient to the 
different purpoſes for which they were ordained 
of God :—But man, made ſuperior to all animal 
creation, in his formation, wiſdom, and power 
ſhine; and goodneſs appears in the proviſion 
wherewith. the world was furniſhed for him pre- 


vious to his creation ;—man, the laſt, but nobleſt 
work of creation ;--man, made in the image of 


God, as to moral rectitude, righteouſneſs, and 
true holineſs ;—man, made more eſpecially for 
God, who deigned to hold familiar converſe with 
him ;—good, indeed, as thus formed of God, and 
to be viewed and contemplated with wonder, and 


with love of God. Yet, alas, how often do I ſee 


the different orders of creation, without ſeeing 
God in them ! how ſeldom do I conſider that 
I am* fearfully and wonderfully made ! how 
ſeldom think of, and how leſs frequently conteme 


plu: God in my formation, and in my ſubſiſt- 


ence! Why this inattention? why this ſinful 
non-obſervance ? Alas | what is man ? how 
changed from what he once was | how differing 


from that image in which he was created | 


How does the idea of drawing into the more im- 
mediate preſence of God, in retirement from the 
world, fill his ſpirit with heavineſs ? and the 


* Pſalm cxxxix. 14. 
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thought of meeting God after death excite dread 
in his ſoul? are not theſe proofs of that change 
which the ſcriptures aſſert to have taken place in 
man, that he is ſpiritually dead? elſe whence his 
affection for and delight in worldly things, in- 
ſtead of affection for and delight in God? why 
loathing piety, and loving folly, inſtead of loving 
God who made him, and evidencing that love by 
obedience ? The temple is indeed defiled ; fin 
hath entered, and all is polluted, Yet grace ſuper- - 
abounds where ſin hath abounded : Chriſt, the 
provided, appointed Saviour and Redeemer, ſays, 
Behold * ! I make all things new :—this, by his 
Spirit, who quickens the dead in fin, communi- 
cates unto them a ſpiritual vital principle, reveals 
Chriſt to them, and in them, their only hope of 
glory; they fee ſpiritually his ſuitableneſs ; they 
hear the glad tidings of ſalvation by him; the + 
ſavour of his name is as ointment poured forth; 
they taſte his loving-kindneſs ; they feel his word 
to be the power of God to their ſoul's ſalvation. 
Soul, is it thus with thee ? 


* Rev. xd, LY | + Cant, i. 3. 
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oENEs 18 11. 2. 

And he reſted. on the ſeventh day from all his works 
| ' which he had made. | 
R EMEMBER: the ſeventh day to keep it holy. 

It was a ſign between God and the Iſraelites: 
and is it not a ſign between God and Chriſtians? 
did not Chriſt religiouſly obſerve it, and thereby 
enforce a correſpondent practice ? Are not the 
glory of God, and the concerns of the ſoul, im- 
portant ſubjects to engage our attention? ſhall 
not he, who gives me all my time, and all my 
powers of action, have that portion of them which 
he requires ? yea, which it 1s my privilege to give 
up to him? Lord, ſo evangelize me, ſoul, ſpirit, 
and body, that I may always rejoice in thy re- 
turning ſabbath ! Thou haſt often refreſhed my 
ſoul in thy. ſanctuary, and bleſſed me with an holy 
humble liberty in privately preparing for the ſer- 
vice of that day ; hence I would conclude, from 
what thou haſt done, that thou wilt again bleſs 
the work of the day to me. O Lord, keep me 
waiting at wiſdom's door! let me feel, as thy ſer- 
vant of old, under every invitation to thy ſanc- 
, tuary : —I was“ glad when they ſaid, let us go 
into the houſe of the Lord. Is it not of the 
Lord's appointing ? is not ſocial worſhip reviving, 


„ i 
animating? does not the Lord meet with his people; 
and bleſs them in his houſe of prayer, giving to 
each one their portion of meat in due ſeaſon ? 
are they not enabled, in the exerciſe of faith, to 
draw water from the wells of ſalvation ? Refreſh 
my ſoul with the kindly ſhowers of thy grace, 
work, and Spirit: and while, in compliance with 
thy command, I am endeavouring to water others, 
do thou graciouſly water my ſoul. 


} | - 
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He ſcattereth the hoar froſt like aſhes. TY, 


OW ſeaſonable the changes of heat and 
cold! they prevail alternately for the benefit 
of mankind. The froſt, by its piercing cold, de- 
ſtroys thouſands of inſets, which would injure 
the ſeed in the ground before it grew, or deſtroy 
the blade when it did ſhoot forth : the hoar co- 
vering the blade, on its firſt appearance, protects 
it from the ſeverity of the froſty air, which would 
deſtroy it: froſt meliorates the ground, whereby 
at is rendered more fit for the reception of the ſeed; 
and at the ſame time rots and deſtroys ten thou- 
ſand weeds, and ſeeds of weeds, or ſo checks 
them in their growth, that they do not choke the 
corn afterwards. What a ſtriking reſemblance 
in the works of nature and grace | what an an- 
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ſwerable working in the latter to the former! 
The ground of the human heart, by the chilling 
cold of adverſity and diſtreſs, is not unfrequently 
prepared of God thereby for receiving the ſeed. of 
his precious word; the heart that was cleaving 
to itſelf and the world is thereby looſened from 
its natural bonds of pride and falſe ſecurity, and 
brought to recollection; and painful recollection 
brings on deſire, and a waiting on God for in- 
ſtruction; the worms of pride, careleſſneſs, and 
preſumption are enfeebled; and the humbled ſin- 
ner becomes earneſt in his enquiry after ſalvation: 
he reads, he hears—he receives the ſeed of divine 
truth, ſown by the Spirit Jehovah ; the ſun of 
righteouſneſs ariſes upon him; the warm South- 
ern breezes of the Spirit blow upon him; his /icy 
heart is melted; the ſeed germinates ; and his ſoul 
enlivened, he rejoices in Chriſt, the God of his 
' falvation—Comfort abounds ; he walks by ſenſe ; 
his feelings are alive :—Soon, very ſoon, the fun 
s eclipſed: he finds his fervour abated, his frames 
varying, and his comforts declining; here the 
cold operates ſtrongly, and by its operation he 
feels the worm of ſpiritual pride enervated: he 
thought his mountain ſtood ſtrong—wondered that 
it was not the ſame with others who had been 
longer in the ways of God; a ſtranger to his own 
heart, and to the working of ſpiritual pride, he 
now learns the neceſſity of the exerciſe of faith 
under the different ſtruggles that he feels within 


> | 
him, and he comes humbled to God, praying thi 
his faith may be lively: he now has recourſe to 
the promiſes of God, conſiders his faithfulneſs, 
and again finds the ſun of righteouſneſs ſhining 
upon him, and the Spirit's breezes cheering his 
ſoul, and reviving the work of grace in him; 
he again rejoices in the Lord, and glories in the 
God of his ſalvation. - Does he find any thing 
within to humble him? He roots deeper in Chriſt ; 
is brought-to rely more upon Chriſt ; he acknow- 
ledges, from conviction, that God is wiſe in all 
his dealings with him. What is his prayer? That 
he may increaſe in humility, and be growing un- 
der the influence of the ſun of righteouſneſs. 
Thus God deals in mercy with his redeemed ? 
What know I of theſe things? I can bleſs God 
for affliction, trials, loſſes ; they have been ſanc- 
tified.— Glory be to God | | 
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, MATTHEW xXVIIL. 18. 


And Teſus came, and Shake unto them, Jaying 
All hotoer ts Eiven unto me in heaven and in 
earth, 


HEN Jeſus al be God ; for none but God 
poſſeſſeth all power. Here then I come with 

the publican's plea, being aſſured that, by the ex- 
erciſe of thy power, thou canſt, and, by the mani- 
H 
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; iation of thy grace, thou wilt forgive my ſins, 
while I+ cry unto thee God * be merciful unto 
me a ſinner; for thou art exalted at the right 
hand of God, to+ grant repentance and remiſſion 


NN T compaſſionately does the Saviour 


. , God addreſs the poor ſorrowing ſoul, who is 
writing bitter things againſt itſelf, and increaſing 
its wretchedneſs by drawing falſe concluſions : 
Come t now, and let us reaſon together, ſaith the 
Lord; though your fins be as ſcarlet, they ſhall 
be as white as ſnow ; though they be red, like 
crimſon, they ſhall be as wool; becauſe the blood 
of Jeſus Chriſt cleanſeth from all fin. What a 
ſovereign remedy is this! how divinely appointed ! 
how divinely applied! But who are the perſons 
that may come? and what their warrant * Chriſt 
ſays, Come & unto me all ye that labour and are 
heavy laden, and I will give you reſt. Here is 
an invitation to ſinners of a certain deſcription; and 
a gracious declaration that they ſhall be pardoned. 
Art thou a ſinner invited to come? Then let no- 
thing hinder thee; ſince it is further written, 
Whoſoever J will, let him take the water of life 
freely ; and him I that cometh unto me, I will 
in no wiſe caſt out. Exerciſe thy power, O Jeſus 
Lord, in ſubduing my ſinful nature, in cleanſing 
my polluted ſoul, in renewing my ſtrength, that T 


* Luke xviii. 1 3. + Acts v. 31. | + Iſa. i. 18. 
$ Matt. xi. 28. Il Rev. xxii. 17. J John vi. 37. 
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may run,” and not be weary, . walk, 
and not faint. Bt 


PROVERBS XXVII. Ton. 
Boaft not thyſelf of to-morrow. 


OW uncertain” are all things here below! 
what frequent changes! how many are 


numbered with the dead ſince the laſt ſetting ſun !4 


Mortality, what art thou? The inſatiate grave 
is continually calling for more. How ſoon will 
the hand that writes this be deprived of motion | | 
Surely then recollection is needful, and confide- 
ration proper; botir needful and proper for one 
who is in a dying ſtate; for one whoſe pulſe muſt 
ſoon ceaſe to beat; wlioſe breath muſt ſoon ceaſe 
to be drawn. What is at the end of life? Eter- 
nity. And what is eternity? Always exiſting, 
and never nearer an end Heaven and hell: —the 
inhabitants of the former how bleſſed ! of the 
latter how miſerable Can I be indifferent who 
are to be my companions and aſſociates in another 
ſtate? are happineſs and miſery to be accounted 
trifles ? What is acute bodily pain? The hope 
it may ſoon ceaſe is alleviating. What is the ſuf- 
fering of body and ſoul in hell, without any ex- 
pectation of relief; yea, with a ſenſe of its-never- 
ending exiſtence? O my ſoul, conſider, and fly 
for refuge to that Jefus which is ſet before thee in 
H 2 ; | 
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x 148 J. 
the goſpel. Jeſus Lord, hide me under the ſhadow. _ 
of thy wings. Thou didſt, in mercy to my ſoul, 

call me a wandering ſheep, and bring me back 


to thy fold: ſuffer me not to turn again to folly; 15 
give me grace to work while it is day; keep me 


looking to thee, and leaning upon thee, my ſoul's 


beloved; and, by thy Spirit's powerſul operation, 


change me more into thine image, that, when 


chou en I ws be found ready. 


$44 
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JUDE 21. 


Keel A in the love of God, looking for the 


mercy of our Lord Jeſus Chrift, unto eternal life. 


O theſe words addreſs me? The love of God 
has heights and depths, and lengths and 


| breadths, which cannot be fully comprehended by 


a finite being, by a poor worm of yeſterday, | 
cruſhed before the moth. Can it be that ſuch an 
one is brought to know and feel ſomething of it ? 
to partake of that grace in ſalvation, the effect of 


God's love? Aſtoniſhing grace] rich mercy | 


amazing love! God “ ſo loved the world, that 
he gave his only begotten Son, that whoſoever . 


believeth in him ſhould not die, but have ever- 


laſting life. Love ſhines here with peculiar luſ- 
tre; ſinners are redeemed from the curſe of the 


* John iii. 16, 
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law, and brought near unto God; heirs of miſery _ 
are rendered heirs of happineſs in a kingdom of 
glory. Am I a partaker of this grace? has Gd 
manifeſted his love to me in that redemption, 
Which is by his Son's obedience unto death? 
am I brought into a ſtate of acceptance with God, 
clothed, and waſhed, and ſanftified? Why then 
do I feel fin ſtirring within me ? why do outward 
temptations fall like a ſpark upon my inward de- 
pravity, and ſet all on fire? why do I parley 
with the enemy, and encourage him to go on 
attacking me? are theſe proofs that I know the 
love of God? that God hath revealed his love to 
me? What ſhall I fay ? what concluſion muſt 
I draw? Are theſe things ſo? I cannot deny 
them. How am I affected under the ſenſe of 
them? is it painful ? does it cauſe mourning be- 
fore God that I am thus ? does it bring me to 
cry mightily unto the Lord for grace and ſtrength 
to reſiſt, and for the Spirit to work in me con- 
formity to him who is holy? Surely then I am 
keeping in the love of God, or meat Jam kept 
there, looking to a God of love for every mani- 
feſtation of it to me a ſinner, and that I may be 
kept looking unto Jeſus, the gift of that love, for 
continued mercy. What can this world do to- 
wards ſatisfying the immortal deſires of the ſoul ? 
towards keeping alive'in the ſoul a ſenſe of the 
divine love and complacency ? Nothing. The 
word of God, faith in that word, reliance on the: 
H 3 
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faithfulneſs of God, and looking unto Jeſus, bring 
ſtrength into the ſoul, and invigorate the flame 
nearly extinguiſhed by the violent ſtruggles of 
corruption within, and the aſſaults of temptations 
from without. What remains for ſuch a poor, 
tried, tempted, aſſaulted, weak believer? To caſt 
himſelf again upon God; to conſider the end. 
viz. eternal life, the gift of God in his Son Jeſus 
Chriſt; to have reſpect * unto the recompence 
of the reward. Theſe views of God in Chriſt 
keep hope alive, fix in the mind a deeper ſenſe of 
God's love, and confirm an expeRation of the 
mercy of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt unto eternal life. 
Tord, _ me in N=) love. | * 
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GENESIS 1v. 17 
And he builded a city. 


Wasn. ſubterfuges do men make uſe of to 
| get rid of the convictions, the ſtings of 

conſcience! as if building a city could ſo far en- 
gage the attention, that the thought of murder 
ſhould never obtrude itfelf into the mind ! A 
wounded + conſcience © who can bear? like an 
evil Spirit it haunts every place ; wherever the 
perſon is he feels it, and is terrified. Is this 
2 caſe uncommon ? or was it peculiar to Cain ? 


* Heb, xi. 26. + Prov. xviii. 14. 


1 1 

ot the caſe of moſt perſons under the 
eee of, a quickened, conſcience ? under a 
ſenſe: of ſin and of 1niquity ? under a conviction 
of murder? Every tranſgreſſor is a murderer ; 
a murderer of his own ſoul ; a ſelf-murderer. 
How wretched the ſituation of the children of 
Adam! all * have ſinned, and come ſhort of the 
glory of God; and all, under an awakened con- 
ſcience, are flying to one expedient, as they think, 
or another, to get rid of the ſtings of conſcience. 
How oft is recourſe had to diverſions, which, in- 
ſtead of healing, increaſe the wound ; and the 
_ perſon afterwards feels increaſing pangs from the 
faithful accuſations of conſcience. Another has 
recourſe to a long raund of duties and religious 
ſervices, building a city which cannot ſhelter him 
from the wrath of God, no, nor ſecure him from 

the recurring convictions of conſcience. A third 
builds partly on Chriſt, and partly on ſelf; yet 
he gets no peace; ſtill the chief materials are 
wanting ; and having ſpent all his living upon 
fuch kinds 'of phyſicians, he is miſerable, and 
wretched, and naked, The nightly bowl, the 
dark revels, the chaunting voice, the tuneful viol, 
and ſyren pleaſure, are reſorted unto, but all in 
vain ; no other end is obtained than increaſing 
guilt and accuſation. What is man that he ſhould 
act thus, and more inſenſibly than the animal 


* Rom. iii. 23. 
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to whom, under providence, he is indebted for 


huis ſubſiſtence ? Is the ſerpent- bitten hart parched 


= CY * bo 
_ = *& gn, _y 
— - — P — =. 2 N P * 2 
— = * * * 8 
- . - L 24s „ as; Py = — 
— cw — as o —— gp - q 


rr 


- „ „ = of \ o þ * 
— eter oo ear rout 
— 


5 "4s ts. \ AF <4 


» oe ** 
— 
P A a 


„ __ — — — 3 ——ͤͤ —Vqß - — —— 
* : 
| 


— 5 — — P — 2 
_— ——_— —— — 


66 


K „ͤ ee i os 


— 


with thirſt and heat ? he flies to the river, and 
there finds relief in the appointed remedy. Is the ox 
worried with the biting gad-fly? he applies to the 
remedy appointed, and, haſtening to the thicket, 
gets rid of the tormentor :—But man hears of a 
certain remedy, is inſtructed to make the trial, 
yet refuſes ; he will follow his own devices ; and 
what is the end? He is more wretched, more 
miſerable, more hopeleſs. Chriſt is the remedy ; 
his blood, ſprinkled upon the conſcience, purges 
it from dead works, to ſerve the living God ; the 
heart is purified by faith in this blood; it is a 
fountain flowing, from all eternity, for the benefit 
of convinced ſinners, who, by the Spirit's con- 
victions, are ſenſible of the guilt contracted by 
fin ; burnt with the venom of the old ſerpent, 
and bitten by him, their deadly wounds are to be 
healed in no other way. Look then, my fellow 
ſinner, under all the accuſations of thy conſcience, 
unto Jeſus Chriſt, and be healed. Look, O my 
ſoul, under every ſenſe of thy backſlidings, to this 
ſame Jeſus: his blood, when apprehended by 
faith, removes the greateſt load of guilt. O Iſrael “, 
thou haſt deſtroyed thyſelf, been guilty of mur- 
dering thy ſoul | but is thy caſe irremediable 2 
No—In me, ſays God, is thy help. 


* Hof, xiii. 9. 
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JOHN xvIII. 8. 
77 en ye ſeek me, let theſe 20 away: 


OW conſiſtent ought the life of a Chriſtian. 

to be, ſince he is deſcribed as a light ſhining - 
in a dark place ! how prone the heart of man to 
hold faſt thoſe things which he ought to put. 
away! Seekers of Chriſt ought to be followers: 
of Chriſt. Hence it is written: Lay“ aſide every 
weight, and the ſin that doth ſo eaſily beſet us, 
and let us run with patience the race that is ſet. 
before us, looking unto Jeſus, the author and 
finiſner of our faith, who, for the joy that was 
ſet before him, endured. the. croſs, deſpiſing the 
ſhame. It is my duty, then,- to give up all for 
Chriſt, and my privilege to be continually ſeeking 
Chriſt\: depart, then, ye ſinful and luſtful defires, . 
ye vile robbers of my peace, and'diſturbers of my 
happineſs ; depart, ye carnal, earthly, ſenſual in- 0 
vaders of my ſoul; go away, and break not in: 
when I would be meditating upon my Saviour 
God. What ſatisfaction can ye give? Ye pro- 
miſe much, but ye give nothing: ſyren like, ye 
allure only to kill. Depart; for Jeſus has a claim, 
an abſolute claim to all my affections. What has 
he done? Died a facrifice for my fins. What. 
fays he to me, his follower ?- If + ye ſeek me, let 


* Heb. Xil. 1. 7 John viii. 8. 
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theſe go away. What ſay I? Crucify them 
crucify them! What ſays the world, the fleſh, 
and the evil one? Shall I crucify your kings, that 
have fo long exerciſed dominion ? Yes; crucify 
them] crucify them! Other“ Lords have had 
dominion oyer me; but now by thee only, O bleſ- 
ſed Jeſus, will I make mention of thy name. 
The mob came to apprehend Jeſus, who willing 
to drink the bitter cup given him by his Father, 
and unwilling that any of his faithful followers 
ſhould be injured, rebuked the armed multitude :— 
If therefore ye ſeek me, let theſe go their way: 
He is the ſame preferving Chriſt at all times, 
Shall I not then follow him ? 


PROVERBS xxvIII. 19. 
He that tilleth his land fhall have filenty of bread. 


Tr. is a mercy that man is ordained to eat bread 
by the ſweat of his brow ; that he has ſome- 
thing of neceſſity to do, whereby the mind is en- 
ged. Idleneſs is alike unprofitable and deſtruc- 
tive. The hand of the diligent maketh rich; and 
he that tilleth his land ſhall have plenty of bread. 
Does not this ſentiment extend beyond the, culti- 
vation of the fields? even to the intellectual fa- 
culties of the human mind? What are theſe 


* Iſa. xxvi. 13. 


„ 
without cultivation? Savages in their ſtate of 
barbariſm ſhew ; yea, the practices of mankind, 
in countries called enlightened, alſo demonſtrate 
that cultivation 1s neceſſary; men of ſcience are 
not unfrequently ſour, moroſe, auſtere; men of 
poliſned manners the ſubjects of violent tempers; 
the greateſt refinements in human learning leave 
ſtrong paſſions in the human breaſt, which break 
forth on the moſt trivial occaſions. Let me con- 
fider this ſentiment of Solomon, as addreſſed to 
me concerning my foul's eternal concerns ;. that 
work which is neceſſary for a growing acquaint- 
ance with God, a growth in grace, and in the 
knowledge of my God and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt. 
Let me be Agent! in the uſe of means, drawing * 
water from the wells of ſalvation, drawing ſup- 
plies out of Chriſt's inexhauſtible fullneſs, looking 
unto him my great example, and relying upon 
him for ſpirityal fruitfulneſs, through the work of 
his Spirit in me. O, may I be hiding the word of 
my God within me, that I may never depart from: 
him! Deliver me, O Lord, from all flothfulneſs: 
of Spirit. and give me thy grace, that I may be 
giving all diligence in making my . and 
election ſure ! | 


* Iſa, zii. 3. 
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' PSALM xxxIII. 1. 
Praiſe i ts comely. 


Len me be wearing this garment whereſoever 
I am, while I am what I am, a monument 

of God's ſparing mercy out of hell. The water 
which runs by, the door of another perſon is 
equally valuable and uſeful as that I buy by the 
pail-full. Common mercies are not in themſelves 
leſs valuable becauſe common. What a mercy 
is it to be indulged with the uſe of thoſe limbs, 
which have ſo often carried me to ſcenes of diſſi- 
pation, to carry me now to the houſe of God! 
' that my reaſon, ſo often deſtroyed by my ſin for 
a ſeaſon, ſhould now be continued to be exerciſed 
on the nobleſt ſubjeAs ! that my affections, de- 
bauched by the world's vanities and fanful deſires, 
ſhould be ſpiritualized, and fixed on a ſupreme 
object, even on God my Maker, who giveth me 
ſongs * in the night! Surely then I ought to be 
thankful for every mercy ; but eſpecially for co- 
venant mercies in Chriſt Jeſus, the God of 
my falvation. Lord, what am I, that + thou 
ſhduldſt look upon ſuch a dead dog as I am? 
My t Father's houſe were all but as dead 
men before thee ; yet thou haſt, in mercy ta 
my ſoul, quickened it with thy Spirit. Bleſſed 


* Job xzxv. 10. + 2 Sam. ix. 8. f 2 Sam. ix. 28. 
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Teſus | what ſhall I ſay of thee, and fot thee ? 
but for thee I had been lying under the curſe of 
thy law ; I had been a monument of my God's 
everlaſting vengeance. Love, mercy, and faith- 
fulneſs interyened between me and everlaſting 
damnation, and plucked me, a brand, out of the 
burning. O what ſhall I render to thee ! I will 
praiſe thee my God and Saviour; I will * take 
the cup of ſalvation, and call upon the name of 
the Lord. Praiſe this Lord, O my ſoul, who is 

altogether lovely, akogrther precious ! | | 


- ” 
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jo xvI. 14. 
He will guide you into all truth. 


(3$4ACIOUS declaration to a ſoul thirſting for 

the truth as it is in Jefus! Lord, what am I, 
that thou ſhouldſt excite in me a.defire to know 
this truth; to be made free by it: a free man 
in him, who hath ſaid, the + truth ſhall make you 
free. To thee, O thou Spirit Jehovah, do I look | 
for the fulfilment of this declaration in me ! I truſt 


thou haſt both enlightened my underſtanding, and. 


enlivened my ſoul, that I have been called by 
thee to the miniſtry of thy word, and that I know 
ſomething of thy divine teaching: yet, Lord, fo | 


* Pſalm exvi. 13. + John viii. 32. 
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great is my ignorance, that I know nothing yet 
as I ought to know; I feel my ignorance, and 
} I acknowledge it; and I come to thee for in- 
ſtruction, and for guidance; I plead the promiſe 
of my Saviour, and pray—Guide me, even me, 
into all truth ; deliver and keep me from all error 
in opinion and practice; open “ mine eyes to be- 
hold the wonderous things of thy law; increaſe 
in me ſpiritual light; and keep me, that I make 
not ſhipwreck of my faith, by failing againſt the 
' ſunken rocks of reſtraining prayer—inward pride, 
ſecret careleſſneſs, or inattention to the ways of 
God. I know, in a meafure, what an enemy 
ſelf is to me; how the inward corrupt principle 
is pleading for ſindulgence. Do thou, O Holy 
Spirit, quicken me more, and guide me into all 
truth | teach me then, and comfort me, O thou 
heavenly paraclete ! that F may be increaſing in 
| heavenly wiſdom, that I may be living the truth, 
to the glory of my Triune God, Father, Son, 
and Spirit !—guide me 1 time, and then 
receive me to glory ! f 


* Pſalm cxix. 18. 
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PROVERBS XXX. 26. 


The conies are but 4 feeble flock, yet make _ their 
houſes in the rocks. 


EREIN I fee the juſt deſcription of a real 
Chriſtian; ſuch as I ought to be; ſuch as I 
with to be; and ſuch as, through the grace of 
God, in a certain degree I am. Feeble I feet 
myſelf to be, and I acknowledge it. This ſenſe 
of my feebleneſs drives me to. the rock Chriſt 
Jeſus, in the clefts of which, put by the grace of 
God, and kept in the exerciſe of a living faith, 
I am ſecure. - Here, however, the cunning fox, 
even the old ſerpent, aſſails me; but his very at- 
tacks force me to keep cloſer ro my refuge. Yet, - 
alas | how often, like the conies, do I come forth 
from my place of ſafety, and expoſe myſelf to 
that enemy who goeth about, like a roaring lion, 
ſeeking whom he may devour | and how fre- 
quently am I ſcared by his approach, and driven 
again into my rock | again I venture forth, truſt- 
ing to my own ſtrength, and imagining I ſhall 
be able to eſcape if he does make a bold attack: 
but, alas! I ſoon feel his power; and aſſaulted 
with his fiery darts, I find myſelf wounded.— 
Now lame, and crawling back again, I am con- 
vinced that the * race is not to the ſwift, nor the 


* Eccleſ. ix. 11. 
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battle to the ſtrong, and that the wiſe man cannot 


glory in his wiſdom ; convinced of my folly, I 
ſmart with the painful wound received from mine 


enemy, by expoſing myſelf, incautiouſly, to. the 


effects of his malice : hence J again learn where 
my true ſecurity lies, and that there is an abſolute 
need that I ſhould be kept in Chriſt Jeſus, by 


the“ mighty power of God, through faith, which 


is in Chriſt Jeſus, unto falvation. And yet how 
feeble my faith! how feeble my firength ! again 
J am drawn to look to creature helps and human 
wiſdom ; and as often as this is done, loſing 
ſight of Chriſt, J have to lament my folly and 
my ignorance : I go halting; and, ſeeing the 
enemy approaching; am the ſubject of fear and 


_ diſmay : ſtill ſtruggling in faith, I efcape his fury, 


and reach my ſtrong hold, my place of ſecurity ; 
and I find it now to be a refuge + from the ſtorm, 
a ſhadow from the heat, when the blaſt of the 
terrible one is as a ſtorm againſt the- wall: 
Alas ! what am I ? Feebleneſs itſelf. What is 
Chriſt ? A ſure refuge; the rock of ages; a pre- 
cious, tried ſecurity. What is God ? Gracious 
and merciful ; caufing prodigals to fly to this rock, 
Chriſt Jeſus, and preſerving them in it; cauſing- 
backſliders to return again and again into it; and 
hiding them therein for his own everlaſting glory, 
and for their eyerlaſtmg conſolation. Y our Þ life» 


®. 1Pet, i, 5. +.1ſa, zxxii, 2. + Col. iii. 3. 
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is hid with Chriſt in God For what? That 
when he ſhall appear, ye alſo may appear with 
him, yea, with him in glory. Hide me, O Lord, 
in the clefts of this everlaſting rock; keep me cloſe 
in the bleeding fide of this Redeemer, waſhing 
myſelf by faith in his blood, that fountain open 
for ſin and for uncleanneſs; and eating the honey 


that is to be gathered from that everlaſting rock. 


n 
TD lambs are for thy chin. 


How meek, how innocent this creature of 

the Lord ! how fubſervient to his purpoſe, 
in yielding both food and raiment to the ſons and 
daughters of Adam ! How beautifully and ftrik- 
ingly does the prophet ſpeak of this creature, 
when he would lead our thoughts to that Saviour, 
who is Chriſt the Lord ; the Lord, the finner's 
righteouſneſs ; the Lord, the finner's atonement; 
and for whoſe ſake God diſpenſes mercy to the 
vileſt ſinners :—He* is brought as a lamb to the 
ſlaughter ; and as a ſheep before her ſhearers is 
dumb, ſo he openeth not his mouth. Here I ſee 
Jeſus, the meek, innocent Lamb of God, per- 
torming the work of love and grace, that by hig 


. 
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living and dying ſinners might be ſaved, might be be 
clothed with the garment of ſalvation. He is the 
true lamb, who is my clothing, and without 
whoſe righteouſneſs, put on me by an act of grace 
and divine love, and received by faith, I cannot 
ſtand accepted of God. How rich this garment-! 
- how beautiful 'and beautifying this clothing ! 
Solomon, in all his royal glory, was not arrayed 
ſo beautifully and fplendidly as a poor ſinner, on 
whom the Redeemer God caſts this mantle, a 
ſure token of divine love ; yet, as a ſpiritual man, 
Solomon was arrayed with the clothing, furniſhed 
by the lamb of God, and gloried in it. I am * 
black, but comely. Alas, how unſeemly a fight 
muſt a deformed, polluted finner be in the fight of 
that God, before whom the angels veil their faces 
How does the enlightened finner view his de- 
formity in the fallen creature and practical tranſ- 
greflor | he ſees, he feels how black he is, as he 
is by + nature a child of wrath, and as by prac- 
tice- he has been doing the black deeds and ſer- 
vices of the prince of darkneſs : but when the 
Spirit diſcovers a robe, wove by the great God 
and Saviour, ſeamleſs, perfect, and ſuitable, and 
works in him that faith, whereby he takes and 
wraps himſelf in it, he glories in this that Chriſt 
is the Lord his righteouſneſs ; and, by the pro- 
greſſive work of the ſame Spirit, he is looking 


* Cantic. i. 5. + Eph. ii. 3. 
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forward to that day, when he ſhall, in this cloth- 
ing, ſtand approved of God, and be admitted to 


the marriage. ſupper of the Lamb. While with 


the eye of faith he views this robe, his heart 
and his ſoul being alive to God, he ſees, feels, 
and mourns his own blackneſs. The more the 
believer views this garment, the greater diſcoveries 
he makes of his own deficiencies, the more ſen- 


ſible he is of the want of it; the clear and ſhining 


ſplendor of this white diſcovers the darkeſt ſhades 
of his own blackneſs. Gracious God, let this 
beauty ® of the Lord my God be upon me 


J praiſe thee, thou Lamb of God, my Saviour 


and my God, for this robe, ſo ſpotleſs, ſo pure 
Let me be always honouring thee by glorying in 
thee, the Lord my righteouſneſs | 


— — — 
, 
ACTS IX. 9. / od 


He was three days without fight, 


LAS! how many years did I live in dark- 

_ neſs, and delight in doing the works of 
darkneſs, having no light in my underſtanding, 
and having fellowſhip with the unfruitful works 
and workers of darkneſs. What was the fruit 
thereof ? Truly bitter; ſtings of conſcience pain- 
ful and ſevere. O the goodneſs, forbearance; and 


* Pſalm xc. 13. 
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.. mercy of my God! not to cut me off in my ſins, 
but to ſpare me, that he might give me light, 


make me willing in the day of his power, call 
me with the effectual vocation of his Spirit, 
| quicken me, and induce me to ſeek to know 


him, yea, to give me that knowledge of 'himſelf 
in Chriſt Jeſus, which is eternal life! Lord, 
what am I, that thou ſhouldeſt thus look upon 
me, and viſit me with thy ſalvation ? how great 
is thy goodneſs, and how wonderful thy mercy, 
to pluck ſuch a polluted, ſelf-deſtroying, God 
diſhonouring ſinner, as a brand out of the burning ! 
to ſave a ſoul deſtroying itſelf deliberately, wit 
fully, perſeveringly! What ſhall L render to thee 
for that ſpiritual light theu baſt given me? 
I will bleſs thee, the God of light ! and praiſe 
thee, thou glorious ſun of righteouſneſs ! yet, 
Lord, I ſee but very imperfectly, though I do 
ſee; for this I can ſay, that whereas I was blind 
I now ſee; I ſee ſin to be.exceeding ſinful, and 


Chriſt to be exceeding glorious, the only Saviour 


of ſinners; I ſee ſomething of thy glory in the 
face of Jeſus; I ſee ſo much beauty in holinels, 
that I earneſtly long to be conformed to the like- 
neſs of n. 
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PROVERBS XIII. 10. 2 | 


Only by fride cometh contention. : 


OW full of pride then am I! ſo conſtantly - 

contending for my own will! ſo diſcontented 
if things do not turn out as I would have them 
Oh, this proud heart of mine]! how frequently. 
would it revolt from Jeſus, and take glory to 
itſelf ! or why ſuch ſelf-complacency in duty, 


ſuch putting the idol ſelf upon the back ? yet 


how ſoon barren and lifeleſs in duty ; prayer a 
taſk ; reading' a burden ; meditation irkſome ; 
thoughts roving ; ſtrange ideas ruſhing into the 
mind; all creating wonder and brooding diſcon- 
tent! How is it that I feel thus? that I ſhould_ 
be the ſubject of ſuch unpleaſant feelings? Alas, 
pride! dareſt thou erect thyſelf upon the throne 
of my rebellious heart, and contending with the 
Almighty, diſpute his authority ? and ſay, why 
haſt thou made me thus? why am I thus dealt 
with? ' ſurely it had been better for me to have 

gone on ſmoothly ? How little do I know of the 

Lord's goodneſs ! by his permitting it to be thus 

with me I become more emptied of ſelf, and 

more dependent on Chriſt through his blefling ; 

ſelf is depreſſed and diſclaimed, and Chriſt is 
more exalted ; ſoon worldly thoughts ruſh in like 
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a torrent, ſeem to carry before them all reſigna- 
tion to the will of God, and proud ſelf cries, 
Why is my ſituation thus? would not mote 
proſperous circumſtances be better? ſuch things 
were undertaken with a good view, and how 
have they turned out? Nay, but who art thou, 
O proud man, that dareſt thus to diſpute the au- 
thority of thy Maker? and, indulging; thy pride, 
contend with him ? be ſtill ; and know that I am 
God. Lord, give me grace to lie before en 45 
clay in the hands of the potter. a 188 


PHILIPPIANS' IV. 19. „ 9 . 
My God fhall ſuſihly all your needs. 


WHAT a fullneſs is there. in Chriſt! and 

how adequate to every demand that can be 
made upon him by the ſinner, who, under the 
teaching of the eternal Spirit is made ſenſible of 
his numerous wants, and by the ſame Spirit is 
taught to apply to Chriſt for relief and ſupplies! - 
O Lord, I want all thou canſt give me in and by 
thy Son Jeſus Chriſt | mine iniquities are more 
than: the hairs of my head! in Chriſt thou doſt 
pardon ſin— O multiply thy pardons to the full 


4 Pſalm xl. 12. 


e 
extent of all my ſins, that, thy Spirit ſealing them 
unto me, I may be enabled to rejoice in Chriſt 
my atonement But I want alſo an obedienee 
anſwerable to all the juſt demands and exactions 
of thy law; in myſelf I am totally deſtitute: 
there is not one finyle action or tranſaction of my 
life, or in the whole courſe of my conduct to- 
wards thee, but what, when weighed in the ba- 


Uunces of the ſanctuary, will be found deficient. 


O then ſupply me with that all-perfect obedience 
of thy Son's, which will juſtify me in thy fight ! 
under- thy warrant I come; and by faith of divine 
operation I would again believe in bim as the 
Lord my righteouſneſs, Give me, I beſeech thee, 
increaſing faith in Chriſt, that, under all my 
wants, I may be drawing, out of his fullneſs, 
thoſe ſupplies which I need: give me grace for 
grace, and ſtrength for ſtrength: give me what 
thou ſeeſt to be needful for me; — faith“ working 
by love; hope + making not aſhamed ; filial fear 
in habitual exerciſe; grace to deny myſelf; to'take 


up the croſs daily, and to follow Chriſt Jeſus ; 


patience, that it may have its perfect work; and 
every grace and giſt of the Spirit, in the exerciſe 
of which I may be adorning the doctrine of my 
God and Saviour : give me under trials ſupport ; 

under troubles relief; in diſtreſs reliance upon 


* Gal. v. 6, + Rom, v. 5. 
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| oy under 3 of ſin within me, grace 
to reſiſt; when aſſaulted by Satan, ſtrength to 
hold out; when impreſſed with a deeper ſenſe of 
my unworthineſs, vileneſs, and guilt, and, when 
all creature comforts fails, grace to apply to that 
inexhauſtible fountain the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
Lord, I again intreat thee to make me all thou 
canſt make a ſinner in Chriſt Jeſus ! I want to 
feel Chriſt more precious unto my ſoul ; I need 
to be continually looking to him; to be leaning 
upon him: bleſs me with increaſing ſpiritual | 
light, that I may ſee more of that ſuitableneſs 
which is in Chriſt, and more of the glory of God 
in him. Lord, give me gracious. riches and di- 
vine honours, thoſe which come from thee, that, 
being thus honoured of my God, I may be en- 
abled to let my light ſhine before men, and to 
live to thy glory—to lay out myſelf i in thy ſer- 
vice: clothe me with humility; give me meek- 
neſs and love; give me thyſelf—thy Chriſt, as 
my all in all, in all ſeaſons, in all places, in all 
circumſtances, that I may | find thou, O mY Sa- 
viour is art ſupplying all mJ needs, RE 
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6 AMOS Ix. 9. 


Lo! Im command, and Twill ft the houſe of 
Ijrael among all nations, like: as corn it fifted in 
6 Joves ee nol . nnn tie 
earth. | 
parry they who are Thradlites indeed; the 
ſpiritual ih of Abraham, the children of 
God by regeneration and by adoption: happy are. 
they, though the world ridicule them, though 
expoſed” to fiery trials and painful affliftions ; 
theſe ſhall only purify' them by purging away 
their droſs; and, under the ſanctifying influences” 
of the Spirit, they ſhall come forth as gold; for 
he, who ſits as a refiner's * fire, will purify the 
ſons of Levi; then ſhall they offer the ſacrifice of 
righteouſneſs unto the Lord their God. The 
Iselbes God's ancient people, are ſcattered 
over the earth, among all nations; the ſheep of 
the Great Shepherd and Biſhop of Souls are here 
and there afflicted, perſecuted, ſuffering ; but not 
one ſhall be wanting when Chriſt maketh up his 
jewels. Why are they here in an afflicted ſtate? 
But becauſe they do not ſet a proper value. upon, 
and make a right uſe” of their privileges: under 
cheir afflictions and diſperſions they learn to de- 
pend more upon Chriſt; they look more to his 


* Mal. iii. 2. 
Fi 
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fullneſs for all they want. How did David long 


and pant for the returning opportunities of ſocial 


worſhip, when driven from his capital, and from 


the temple, by his rebellious ſon ! he was wan- 


dering about his country, and envied the ſwallow 


and the ſparrow their temporary reſidence in the 


. houſe of God! Hereby believers are more con- 
firmed: this is not. their reſt, here they have ne 


continuing city; and are more mindful of -that 


reſt which awaiteth the people of God, When 


they have paſſed through the valley of the ſhadow. 
of death. Let me, at this time, conſider the 


| black . clouds which are hovering over England, 


and over. the church of God.; and which threaten 
times of ſcattering, diſperſion, and ſiſting; and 
aſk, Who, and what am 1? Am I an Ifraelite 
by the Spirit's operation on my ſoul? am. La 
follower of the deſpiſed Jeſus, a miniſter of the 
ſanQuary of the Lord's making, and not merely 


of man's-ordaining ? I truſt by the grace of God, 


Lam that I am. Let me expect to be ſiſted; 
but let me, under all my trials, be relying upon 


God, faithful and unchangeable, the * ſame yeſ- 


terday, to-day, and for ever. And what ſays the 
Lord? Not the leaſt grain ſhall fall upon the 
earth only the duſt of my pride, vanity, ſelt- 
ſufficiency, and. coldneſs and deadneſs I feel from 


time to time, ſhall be removed, that my ſervice. 


* Heb, xiii, 8. 
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may be. more pure, my faith may be more ſtrong 
and evident, my hope more confirmed, and my 
love more cordial. Are theſe the precious effects 
of God's ſifting his Zion? Lord, thou knoweſt 
J long and deſire to feel all theſe effects in me; 
and if it be thy will, that they cannot be wrought 
in me but by affliction and ſuffering, O give me 
reſignation to thy will !-: Do, Lord, what ſeemeth 
good untp ot ſo 1 may og 1 AY and 
believe better. ::: 
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ISAIAH II. 22. 


| Caſo ye from man. wy 


HAT conſtant-care-is my God taking to 

teach me this important leſſon | and what 
a dull ſcholar am 1. have been lately receiving 
inſtruction alt... on my return to . 
I have another” Teflon upon the ſame ſubject, in 
the conduct of a flaming profeſſor, as I had before 
in the conduct of a rich man. I come, therefore, 


unto thee, O Lord, all dependence upon crea-- 


tures J renounce, , and rely upon thee for every 
diſpenſation thou ſeeſt to be good and profitable 
for me. F ifteen years thou haſt been teaching 
me to ceaſe from man, whoſe. breath is in his 
noſtrils, - In temporals and ſpirituals Jet me never 
loſe fight of my God, but always look, by 
prayer and ſupplication, for his direction and 
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Bleding. There is a man, Jeſus, the Son of God, 
whoſe title is The Saviour: for me this Child «- 


is born, to me I truſt this Son is given; — to him 


I come, on him I rely, in him I confide for grace 
and glory, for victory over all my carnal deſires, 
ſenſual inclinations, earthly paſſions, and worldly 
mindedneſs. Oh, that I may be daily more oruci- 
fied to the world, and every thing that may bring 
a cloud between me and Chriſt my beloved 
Oh, for more fellowſhip and communion with my 
God, that I may be drawn more to my Saviour, 
my Redeemer, truſting to him at all times, and in 
every ſituation, waiting on him in prayer, . 
praiſe, * love ! Ly 


* ** 
Ho 


Learn of me, for I am meek and lowly in heart. FI 


LAS, how unlike my Saviour amT! I am 


a a man of an haſty ſpirit; how often am 1 
| betrayed by it to act inconſiſtent with my Chrif- 


tian character! Woe is me that ſuch vile inmates 
ſhould dwell in my breaſt ; that they ſhould thus fly 
forth to the diſhonouring that.cauſe which I wiſh 
to live and die in the ſupport of, according to my 
feeble and poor abilities! How happy the man, - 


TI. Iſa. ix. 6. 


ö Pa. Cs i FAR ES 


T8 Y 
who, by faith in Chriſt Jeſus, getteth the victory 
over himſelf, whoſe pride is kept in a meaſure 
ſubſervient to the will of God ! What is haſtineſs 
of Spirit? is it not the ſecond: born of hell 
the bantling of pride ? Why am I angry? but 
becauſe my pride is not gratified ? becauſe I do 
not find my will obeyed ? Is this a proof that my 
will is brought into ſubjection to the will of 
God ?—a' fellow-mortal refuſes to fulfil his agree-- 


ment; I am angry, and indulging an unbecoming 


warmth of temper. Ah, how might God be diſ-— 
pleaſed with me for my manifold breaches of 
covenanted ſervices | bow 'often have I ated 


more baſely towards him — Have I ated ? alas! 


am I not now from time to time acting? Surely 
it becomes me to acknowledge, that it is of the 


Lord's mereies I am not confumed with his ever- 


laſting indignation. Grant, O Lord, I beſeech 
thee, to me ſuch. a ſenſe of thy patience and 


forbearance with me, and of thy mercy towards 


me, and ſuch a ſenſe of my rebellions againſt 
thee, that while I live here a monument, of thy 
ſparing, and, I truſt, of thy ſaving mercy, 1 may 
be always reſiſting this inward evil principle, this 
haſtineſs of ſpirit, I may be enabled to tame it; 
not expecting to do ſo by the mere ſtrength of 
carnal reaſoning, or my own powers, but relying © 
on, and calling in, by fervent prayer, the aid of. 
the Holy Spirit, that I may be living under his 
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= inſlbences, and. being clothed with humility, may 
be meek and lowly in ſpirit. O my Lord and 
Saviour, how meek wert thou under all the in- 
dignities caſt upon thee ! when thou waſt reviled, 
thou didſt not revile again. Give me grace to go 
and do likewiſe. Holy Spirit, under the exertion 
'of thy power, let me be growing up into this 
likeneſs to Chriſt, this conformity to his image! 
O for a lively habitual faith, that J might be al. 
ways keeping my eye fixed upon Chriſt as my 
only example; that I might be checking the riſing 
of every ſinful paſſion within me with ;—would 
a a real believer indulge theſe ſpirits ? is this being 
like Chriſt? And may I be able to realize thy 
preſence whereſoever I am, and to hear thy 
voice, the voice of my Beloved, coming over 
all oppoſition to my relief, leaping “ upon the 
nountains, and ſkipping upon the hills, ſubduing 
my corruptions, and giving me "_ and ſtrength 
equal to my day, that I may be continually 
putting 'on the ornament of a meek and 1 
| er 
* Cantic, ii, 8. 
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canTictes Iv. 16. 


Awake, 0 N orth wind and come thou 8 outh od ; 


blow fron my garden ! 


\ V ITHOUT thy continued operation and aid, 


O Holy Spirit, my pride 15. riſing, and 


my graces ate withering ! High thoughts of ſelf, 
the enemy of my ſoul, is continually injecting, 


and as continually endeavouring to make me 
think meanly of Chriſt, as if he were not an all- 
ſufficient Saviour. Why does he do this 7 That 
he may diſtreſs, perplex, and terrify me. Lam ſen- 
ſible of my weakneſs in permitting proud thoughts 
to dwell for a moment within me; bt and feel dif- 


treſſed that I ſhould ever have a thought diſ- 
honourable of Chriſt, as if he were not at all 


times the ſame all-fufficient God and Saviour. 


What reaſon then have I for prayer. Eord, let 


the ſorrowful * ſighing of a priſoner come before 
thee ;- appear for me in every hour of temptation ; 
and aid me againſt every aſſault of the tempter ; 


that T may be always thinking lowly of myſelf, 


and highly of my Saviour Chriſt: 2 all temp- 
tations and trials tend to make Chriſt more pre- 
cious, that he may reign in and over me, and 1 
may be yielding the obedience of love unto him. 
Come, Holy Spirit, and, with thy northern blaſts; 


#* Pſalm Ixxiz. 1. 
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nip the buds of pride, that they may be kept from 
expanding themſelves and producing that bitter 
fruit which ſhall bring diſtreſs upon my mind ; 
and fo pinch the worm, which is continually 
gnawing the roots of my ſpiritual comforts, that 
I may find I am crucified to all the ſinful luſts of 
_ the fleſh; yea, Lord, ſo fan my ſoul with the 
warm. breezes of thy grace, in the diſcoyeries of 
my heavenly Father's love, that I may feel joy 
and peace in believing, and may abound in hope, 
through thine almighty power. Without thine 
influence in reſtraining me, what a poor creature 
am I! how empty, and yet how vain and ſelf. 
glorious ! With thy gracious illumination I find 
ſelf loathſome, and Chriſt all-glorious. O then 
give me more of that light which diſcovers ſuch 
increaſing glory in my God and Saviour ! let me 
feel the powerful influence of thy power in puri- 
fying me; ſprinkle “ clean water upon me, and 
waſh me from all ſclf-ſpfficiency, from all vain 
glory; clothe me with humility, that I may be 
always caming to Chriſt, that good which thou 
haft diſcovered to me, that I may be + doing juſtly, 
loving mercy, and be walking humbly with my 
God; warm my ſoul with a ſenſe of divine love, 
in an aſſured, confirmed hope of everlaſting glory, 
in and through Chriſt Jeſus; ſhed abroad the 
love of God in my heart, that the graces which 


* Ezek. xxxvi. 25 . Mic. vi. K. 
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thou haſt implanted may be watered thereby, and 


may 'be- flouriſhing, that I may be more humble, 
and Chrift may be more exalted within; —even 


ſo, gracious Lord, let it ſeem good unto thee to- 
deal en with. thy ſervant | 


F — ——— 


. EXODUS XXVIII. 36. | — 2 


Holineſs to the Lord. 


IERE there is an internal principle diere 
will be an external evidence; yet there 
may be the external mark where there is, no in- 
ward principle. The applauſe: of man, and the 
exaltation of ſelf, induce to the practice of mo- 
rality, without any view to the glory of God, or 
the benefit of others. If I am *, by the grace 
of God, what I ama renewed a ? muſt 
not all my actions take their riſe in the inward. 
principle? if not, have 1, not been deceiving 
myſelf and others for ſixteen. years nearly? But 
does the introduction of this holy principle expel: 
the old corrupt nature, the old man? No; it re- 
mains, though it hath received its death blow; 
it dies ſtruggling ; and often revives ſo far as to 
bring very great diſquietude into the mind, by 
robbing conſcience. of peace. I feel, by the ex- 


* 1 Cor. XV. to. 
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1 perience of every day, that I can no more Klan 
againſt temptation in my own ſtrength, than J 
can ſtop the flowing of the tide. I think, now 
ſurely I ſee my folly, and feel my ovilt, and ſhall 
ſtand out againſt the next attack: ſoon I am 
convinced I am weakneſs itſelf ; I feel fin ſtirring 
within me, and temptation aſſailing me, ſo that, 
if the Lord did not hedge up my way, I ſhould 
fall, I ſhould periſh. - 1 have learnt by this laſt 
working of fin in me, that I ſhould not be caſt- 
ing a ſtone at another, when there is ſo much 
rubbiſh in my own houſe ; that I ſhould not be 
ſo obſerving the mote in my nezghbour” s eye, 
when there is ſuch a great beam in my own eye. 
1 learn the need of hourly felf-examination,” con- 
Nant prayer and watchfulneſs, and continued 
looking to and leaning upon Chriſt, 


— 2 
PSALM CXI. 9. 


He hath fent redem ſition unto his feofile : he hath 


commanded his covenant for ever. 


WHAT is than that God ſhould be thus mind- 
ful of him! what am I, that I ſhould be 
brought out of darkneſs into marvellous light ! 
The Lord is merciful to whom he pleaſeth ; and 
pardons the rebels that have no claim on his 
mercy. Chriſt undertook the cauſe of man from 
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all eternity; and the Father gave him a people 


to redeem from ſin and miſery: to them he ſends 


his redemption by his word, and applies and ſeals 


it by the Spirit; their ears are open to hear the 


word of the living God; their eyes are open to 


ſee beauty, excellency, and all- ſuitableneſs in 
Chriſt Jeſus; they feel, under the quickening 
power of the everlaſting Spirit, their guilt; and 


their want of Chriſt, and their hearts are opened 
to receive Chriſt ; ſick of ſin, and weary of the 
burden of their guilt, they make application to 
Chriſt, the phyſician of fouls, and from him they - 
receive health and a cure; they hear the voice of 


the Son of God, and live; faith is wrought in 


them by the Spirit, by the word of God the ap- 
pointed mean, and they receive the earneſt from 
God of that gloriops inheritance which is in- 
corruptible: In * whom (Chriſt Jefus). ye alſo 
truſted, after that ye heard the word of truth, the 
goſpel of your ſalvation; in whom alſo, after that 
ye believed; ye were ſealed with the Holy Spirit 
of promiſe. How ſure is their mercy !. it depends 

upon the everlaſting love of God, and his faith 
fulneſs, who is not a man + that he ſhould lie, or 
the ſon of. man that he ſhould repent-: it is more 
durable than the ſun and moon, and all creation 
in its preſent ſtate, for it is everlaſting mercy— 
his mercy endureth for ever; and they who par- 


* Eph, i. 13. + Num. xxili. 19. 
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** it in time, by the effectual vocation of the 
Holy Spirit, will undoubtedly rejoice in it for 
ever and ever. Who are the ſubjects of it? 
Sinners, vile, wretched, helpleſs, and in themſelves 
hopeleſs. Such are invited, exhorted, inſtructed 
to come unto Chriſt for ſalvation ; and ſuch ſen- 
{ible finners are inclined to come, becauſe they 
are convinced they can obtain help no where elſe. 
To whom, ſay they, ſhall we go, but to him 
who hath the words of eternal life? The cha- 
racer of ſinner is mine; the invitation is to me: 
I have ſinned againſt thee, O Lord, and am not 
worthy to be called thy ſon; but rebellious as 
I am, I again throw myſelf upon thy mercy in 
Chriſt Jeſus ; I come unto thee under the warrant. 
of the covenant which thou haſt commanded for 
ever: If * any man ſin any man / it includes 
me, even vile me | © we have an advocate with 
the Father, Jeſus Chriſt the righteous one, and 
he is the propitiation for our fins. This is indeed 
good news from a far country; this is redemption 
ſent unto his people: may my foul aan _ 
in it belieying. 


* 


* ſobn 11, x. 
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A tried ſtone. 

HOUSANDS have found Chriſt to be this; 
and tens of thouſands are ſhouting hallelujabs 
to him for having been this unto them. What is 
man naturally ? Darkneſs, till God illuminate his 
underſtanding ; and dead, till God enliven his 


. 
* 


ſoul. God brings the ſinner, either by the terrors 


of the law, to embrace Chriſt, or, by the mildneſs 
of the goſpel, opens his heart to receive Chriſt, 
and ſo draws him with bands * of love. But 
ſince all are ſinners, and acknowledge it, why do 
not all come to Chriſt, who is declared to be the 
only Saviour of ſinners? If + our goſpel be hid, 
it is hid to then» that are loſt, in whom the God 


of this world, the prince of darkneſs, hath blinded: 


their eyes, the minds of them which believe not, 
left the light of the glorious goſpel of Chriſt, 
who is the image of God, ſhould thine unto them. 
The traſh of this world, its glittering toys, eclipſe 
this ſun of righteouſneſs ; and counters are pre- 
ferred to the ſterling gold of God's love, grace, 
and favour. Ah, my ſoul, how long was it thus 
with thee ! and yet mercy intervened, and reſcued 
thee from the iron bondage of faſhion, vanity, 
and every licentious amuſement ; reſcued thee 


. 


* Hoſga xi. 4 + 2 Cor. iv. 3, 4. 
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them ! how often has ſin, in its operation within, 
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from the jaws of the deyouring lion ; reſcued thee 


from the dominion of pride, ſelf- importance, and 
ſelf-ſufficiency : but how often art thou aſſailed 
by theſe thine enemies! how often diſtreſſed by 


joining temptation without, for a time brought on 
deranged faculties, ſo that thou haſt been'aQting 
like a madman againſt thine own intereſt. My * 


leanneſs ! my leanneſs! Woe unto me ! the 
treacherous dealers have dealt treacherouſly ; yea, 
the treacherous dealers have dealt very treache- 


rouſly ! Vet how oft hath grace intervened, and, 


when 1 have been writing bitter things againſt 


myſelf, brought me relief by freſh. diſcoveries of 
Chriſt's fullneſs, and by leadmg me to the ever- 
flowing fountain. Thou art, indeed, Chriſt, a 
tried flone—ele&, precious; a tried friend that 
loveth at all times; a firm everlaſting Saviour: 
let thy Spirit incline me to look more to thee, that 
I may. never be looking to my poor reſolutions 
or performances, and ſo turning from thee ; never 


permit me to be cherithing a ſerpent in my boſom, 


which will ſting me to death; never ſuffer me to 


be weeping for Tammuz ; but may I be always 
looking to thee, whom my fins have pierced, and 


be mourning as for an only ſon. Ah ! wht 
reaſon have I to go mourning all my days, and 


to mourn that I grieve ſo little for my mum 


* Iſa. xxiv. 16. + Ezck. viii. 14. 
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my inſenſibility. O Jeſus Lord, I would glory in 
thee my tried Saviour; I would exalt thee before 
the people: — give me thy grace to do it both by 


preaching and living. 


ISAIAH LVII. 2. 4 Pg 


He fhall emer into fieace. 


Hp believer, who is ſafely arrived at the 
haven of eternal reſt, of uninterrupted peace! 


what contentions, tumults, and wars, didſt thou 


meet with in the way! ſometimes enjoying ſpi- 
ritual freedom in thy nearer approach to thy Be- 


loved ; at other times annoyed by thine enemies, 
and contending with them in great weakneſs— 


faint *, yet purſuing : but thou art out of the 


reach of all thine enemies, who, as to their 


exiſtence in and with thee, are now no more ! 


How chequered the life of a real Chriſtian, now 


rejoicing upon the mount of love and communion 


with God, now mourning in the valley of humi- 
liation ; rejoicmg at one time in the preſence 


of his God, whoſe + love is ſhed abroad in his 


heart by the Holy Spirit given unto him, and 
now anon mourning the abſence of his Beloved; 
yet alike in theſe trying ſituations beloved of his 
God, and precious in his ſight as the redeemed of 


* Judges viii. 4. + Rom. v. 5. 
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the Lord! O my ſoul, why art thou caſt down? 
and why art thou ſo diſquieted within me? I ſhall. 
yet praiſe him who is the health of my counte- 
nance, and my God!] hope thou in God. How 
beautifully David argues here] and how does he 
encourage his poor downcaſt ſoul to truſt in the 
Lord, from a conviction. that he-was his faithful 
unchangeable God! Tempeſt-tofſed, and afflicted 
with a jenſe of my great unworthineſs, but not 
deſpairing of my God's mercy, do thou, O my 
ſoul, put thy truſt in God, hope. in him; thy 
Saviour is the Prince of Peace; and thou oughteſt. 
to recollect he will not permit thee to be more 
exerciſed than ſhall be for his glory and thy be- 
nefit. Do the ſtreams run high, and the billows 
daſh againſt thee ? he hath ſaid, the floods ſhall. 
not oyerwhelm thee. Caſt thyſelf then upon that: 
God who careth for thee ;, ſoon he will bring thee, 
under a proſperous gale, into the haven of eternal. 
ſafety. Conſider the number, who, after paſſing, 
through much tribulation with faith and patience, 
are now aſcribing glory to God, in the higheſt: 
ſtrains, for bringing them into his everlaſting 
preſence : their ſong is that of ſinners ſaved by 
grace; their work, to be aſcribing the glory, of 
ſalvation to their Redeemer God. Doſt thou not 
join with them here, whilſt thou art on earth, 
ſinging Not unto me, not unto: me, O Lord, 


* Pſalm xlii, 21. + Rey, xiv. 73. 
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dut unto thy name be all the praiſe ? O for a 
deeper ſenſe of divine love] a deeper ſenſe of the - 
obligation I am under to my God for that peace 
which is in and by Chriſt Jeſus | and rejoice, 
O my ſoul, that the ſhadows of the evening are 
ſtretching out, that che time of thy releaſe is ad- 
vancing, that ſoon thou ſhalt enter into everlaſting 
peace — Bleſſed are the dead who die in the Lord, 
even ſo ſaith the e for they reſt from their 
labours. . 


! 


PSALM CXIX, 113. 


T hate wain thoughts ; but thy law do I le. 


How oſten do vain thoughts ariſe in my 
mind, and get poſſeſſion, drawing off my 
attention from matters of the utmaſt importance 
yet, I can truly lay, J hate vain thoughts ; they 
diſturb my peace, and check the growth of the 
good ſeed. At ſome ſeaſons I think I do find they 
have a ſalutary tendency; they drive me to ſelſ- 
examination, and to prayer for deliverance from 
them, and for greater inward conformity to Chriſt: 
and alſo cauſe me to look forward to that time 
when vain thoughts ſhall no more have an ex- 
iſtence in me. Lord, grant that I may love thy 
law more, and that my meditation may be of it 
by day and by night, when I lie down, and when 


186 J 
Inſe up again, in the day of proſperity, and in 
the ſeaſons of adverſity. How ought I, like 
David, to love thy law, thy word? and that for 
the diſcoveries it makes of the plan of ſalvation, 
formed from everlaſting in thine eternal mind, 
and, in the fullneſs of the time appointed, executed 
by Chriſt Jeſus, the only begotten of the Father, 
Full of grace and truth; revealed in the word of 
thy truth by the Spirit Jehovah ; -and, I truſt, 
revealed in me and to me by the ſame Spirit. 
Lord, what am I, that thy diſtinguiſhing mercy. 
ſhould fave ſuch a vile polluted: creature, deſerv- 
ing nothing from thee but thine everlaſting in. 
_  dignation? write gratitude on my heart, that I 
may be continually bringing my ſacrifice of praiſe 
and thankſgiving unto thee, through Chrilt Jeſus, 
my mediator and advocate with thee. Thy law, 
or word; reveals him to be the only way of acceſs 
_ unto God: inſtruct me more fully by thy word; 
fix in me a deeper conviction that Chriſt is the 
way, the truth, and the life ; open mine eyes, to 
behold more clearly the wonderous things of thy 
law; and make me, under divine teaching, a 
ſound experienced ſcholar in all the doctrines of 
thy goſpel : when vain thoughts ariſe, and would 
diſpute thy ſovereignty, let thy law be-my delight; 
when unbelieving thoughts ariſe, enable me, by 
faith in Chriſt Jeſus, to take the comfort of the 
promiſes in thy word; when Satan is bringing 
my great weakneſs as an argument againſt-my 
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being in the covenant, let me find thy word re- 


joicing- my ſoul; that when I am weak then I am 


ſtrong : ſanctify my memory for the retention of 


thy truth ;- give me all in Chriſt, whereby I may 


be more alive to thee, and more active in thy ſer- 


vice. In the time of alarm, and now that the 


clouds gather increaſing blackneſs, let me be liv- 
ing under a conviction that Zion's God reigneth, 
that the Lord Jehovah is my ſalvation, that all 
my confidence may be in the Lord. Thou “, 
O Lord, art great in Zion; and unto thee ſhall 
the vow; be performed in Jeruſalem thou that 
makeſt the wie of evening and N 
to 1 * R 
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1 TIMOTHY v. 13. » LO 
8 Mandering about. 
JA * on this earth is conſtantly nie 


about from one place to another. Here 
nothing is fixed, nothing is certain. It muſt be 


thus from the nature of all things around us, and 
from our own nature too: changeable diſpo- 
ſitions muſt have change of ſituation, and of cir- 


cumſtances to ſatisfy them; and how ſhort- lived 
the ſatisfaction they yield! There is, however, 


one unchanging good, which, poſſeſſed, gives 


* Pſalm lxy, 1&8. T 
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durable ſatisfaction; becauſe, when given, it f 
given for ever: Chriſt is this good, and God is 
the giver; that God with whom there is no va- 
riableneſs nor ſhadow of turning. While all. 
things elſe periſh 4 in the uſing, let me be ſeeking 
for enjoyment in the knowledge of Chriſt Jeſus, 
and him. crucified ;. becauſe here only can. I find 
what will. ſatisfy me a poor, indigent, helpleſs. 
creature. Chriſt is the good; eſſentially ſo as he 
is God; beneficially ſo as he is God and man, 
one Chriſt, the Saviour of all that believe inſhim. 
Have I found him? here let me fix; and never 
may my heart be wandering after other lovers, 
ſince all others muſt fail in the enjoyment? Is 
Chriſt mine? I may rejoice; becauſe he goes 
with me whereſoever I go, and dwells with me 
whereſoever I dwell. I may move from one ha- 
bitation to another, he moves with me, his watch- 
ful eye is ever upon me, his power is conſtantly. 
engaged in preſerving me, and his grace is ſuf- 
ficient for me: leſt any hurt his vineyard, he 
watches over it night +. and day. What a Sa- 
viour then is Chriſt! O my ſoul, rejoice in him 
who f joys over thee with ſinging'; who reſts in 
his love, and whoſe everlaſting arms of meray 
are always underneath. thee ;: who careth for thee, 
and by his gentle corrections is giving proof 

thereof. I have been this day upon a bed of mm 


X. James i 17. + Iſa. xxvil. 3. } Zeph. ui. 17; 
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neſs nd; mite and yet I have found my Saviour 
there, and faithful to his-own gracious promiſe; 
he has removed. my pain, and brought me to this 
new habitation in ſafety: L will praiſe him for 0 
his every mercy, and pray to lim to kerp me | 
cloſe in his bleeding ſide, leaning: upon him, the 
beloved of my ſoul. Viſit me with thy ſalvation, 
O Lord, and give me thy Spirit, reigning and 
ruling in and over me, that I may live all the days 
thou haſt allotted me in this houſe in thy fear, and 
to thy glory. O that every heart of this family 
may be a Bethel! and every mind fixed upon 
Chriſt the God of ſalvation! - Bleſs me with a 
fixed loye of thee, O Jeſus, and confirmed hope 
of eternal glory with thee: may my mind's eye 
be always fixed upon thee, and my heart devoted 
to thee, that | wy; Ng r after other 
yen. % ont yolk, | 
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The merry-hearted do l. 


HY-? Becauſe deprived of that which. Fang 
caſioned their mirth. The vital principle 
implanted- in a ſinner's ſoul muſt be conſtantly. 
ſupplied ; and the word of God ig like oil to the 
lamp, ſupplyiug what adminiſters; to the flame, 
and ſo cauſes light. What is this world to the 
renewed ſoul? Boch an enemy and a friend: an 
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enemy: to damp the flame, and weaken the ope- 


ration of love; and a friend to quicken the ſenſe 
of the want and worth of Chriſt, and drive the 
foul to ſeek for revival in her beloved. The world 
is the thief of time, and my ſoul's plunderer, as 

it robs me of that which ought to be devoted to 
my Saviour, and thereby diminiſhes the flouriſh- 
ing peace of my conſcience, and comforts of my 
ſoul. Who would truſt a thief and a murderer, 
that is continually holding out allurements ? Yet 
Jam in the world: if that were all 1 might re- 
Joice; but I find the world in me, taking poſſeſſion 
of my thoughts, working upon my affections. 
Well then may I figh, to think that any thing 


| ſhould only for a moment draw my thoughts, or 


detach my affections from my Lord. Have I not 
reaſon hence to doubt the ſincerity of my profeſſion 
and affeftion. Lord, thou knoweſt I deſire to 
love and ſerve thee. better, the longer I am ſpared 
in time, O that I did but ſigh more for my ſpi- 
ritual unchaſtity, and for thy comfortable pre- 
ſence, withdrawn from me on that account 
Rejoice * the ſoul of thy ſervant, for in thee do 
I put my truſt;-give me more of the wine of thy 
gracious promiſes, - and of communion with thee, 
that I may find my ſpirit refreſhed, and my ſoul 
comforted. Here I am, a ſtranger in a ſtrange 
place ;—never let me find peace but in thee, nor 


* Pſalm Ixxxvi. E 114 
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myſelf at home but with thee, that my longitg- 


ſoul may be rejoicing in tir ſalvation. Doſt thou, 


O Saviour Chriſt, ſay, Aſk what thou wilt, and 


I will give it thee ? I then aſk for all thou canſt 
give—thyſelf, that art all in all, that 1 may enjoy 

more holy communion and fellowſhip with thee, 
and, under the teaching of chy Spirit, may be in- 


ereaſing. in the knowledge of thee: give me thy, 
word, a feaſt “ of fat things, of wines on the lees 


well refined, that, from a ſenſe of its divine power, 


I may be enabled to preach it feelingly to the con- 


gregation; to ſpeak of thy love, and of the ſor- 
rowful ſighing of the, priſoners coming to thee : 
do thou apply thy word for the joy of the mourn-. 
ers; and ſeeing thy work proſper, enable me to 
* with them that do rejoice. TE 
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HEBREWS 2 x11 14. 


— lineſs, without which no man Hall fe : the 
Lord. 


How often does he, who n bimſelf 

into an angel + of light, work upon the 
minds of babes in Chriſt, by bringing this text 
to diſtreſs and terrify them. Young men in Chriſt 
are not exempt from his ſuggeſtions ; nor are 


the .aged always upon their guard againſt his 


* Iſa, xxv. 6. +2 Cor. xi. 14. 
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_ wiles:- Alas! how apt are we, under ſuch * 


ſaults; to think nothing: is going on well; and 


ourſelves as the devil would perſuade us is neceſ- 


pn ſary for God's acceptance of us in Chrift ; as if 


our obedience were to be put into the ſcale with 
Chriſt, to male it preponderate againſt the: guilt 
of our ſins! ' Well might the Apoſtle ſay, Wen 


are not ignorant of his devices: this is a ſtrong 


one, and a tried one on his part, by which he hath 
and does ſucceed to the diſtreſſing many a young 
ſoldicr of Jeſus Chriſt, yea, and to the ſometimes 
ſurpriz ing an old veteran: he delights in ſtirring 
up our pride, and to make us think ourſelves to 

be ſomething when we are nothing; how oft does 
he hereby blind our eyes againſt the fullneſs and 
the ſufficiency of the Redeemer. Surely whatever 


tends to feed pride muſt be dangerous, and, if in- 


dulged, fatal too: but here God is pleaſed to 
come, and, by freſh light communicated, to make 
diſcoveries of this deceiver's treacherous intentions; 
and, by convincing me more of my own weak- 
neſs and helpleſsnefs, to make me more ſenſible of 
my abſolute need of Chriſt, and his all-fufficient 
righteouſneſs ; ſo that, under the leadings of the 
Spirit, I am again brought as a poor ſinner; in 
myſelf bankrupt, to. Chriſt, for that holineſs, 
without which no man can ſee the Lord: and 


* 2 Cor. ii. 11. 


% 


that; becauſe we do not find fo much holineſs in 


 - &-- 


> 


"_ 


- thc: 


80 


. 


W 


when, by the operation of the ſame Spirit, l am 


made truly ſenſible of the obligations I am under 
to Chriſt for his juſtifying obedience, I feel grie ved 
that I cannot be always perfeCting * holineſs in 
the fear of the Lord. The defire to be found 
walking in the ways of my God is good, as it is 
by the Holy Spirit wrought in me; and a ſenſe of 
my deficiencies in the obedience I owe for mercies 
received, inclines me to rely more on Chriſt, and 
to depend more wholly upon him. Lord, increaſe 
this deſire, that, under increaſing convictions of 
my need of Chriſt, I may, depending upon him, 
have + no confidence in the fleſh; I may be more 


ſtudious to learn thy will, and to produce the 
fruit of righteouſneſs. I have continual reaſon to 
lament my barrenneſs and unfruitfulneſs, and to 
admire the abounding grace of my God in per- 


mitting ſuch a cumberer of the ground to continue, 


yea, in condeſcending to uſe ſuch a poor veſſel , 


tor his own ſervice. O Holy Spirit, make me 


more like my Saviour, more delighting in doing 
my heavenly Father's will, more meek, more holy, 


more humble! Quicken me, that I may feel my- 
ſelf alive in the ſervice of 'my God, Father, 12 


and Spirit. 


Come, Holy Spirit, heay'nly Dove, 
With all thy quick' ning pow'rs ! 
Come, ſhed abroad a Saviour's love, 

And that ſhall kindle ours 


* 2 Cor. vii. 2. Phil. ili, , 
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| | MATTHEW Xl. 6. 
Bleed is he, whoſoever ſhall not be offended in me. 


AM I thus bleſſed, ſo that I am not offended in 
- Chriſt? How is it that I, a proud, ſelfiſh, 
rebellious ſinner, am brought to receive Chriſt, 
and to be accepted through him ? By the grace 
of God, grace humbled that proud heart, which 
once cried, If I cannot ſave myſelf, Chriſt, I am 
| ſure, cannot ſave me. Here was the very pride of 
= the devil who conquered it? God, by his power, 
making me willing to receive ſalvation by grace, 
to be ſaved wholly by Chriſt, to be juſtified by 
is righteouſneſs, waſhed in the fountain of his 
blood. I will praiſe the Lord for his mercies, and 
ſpeak of his loving-kindneſs to the children of 
men. But, alas! how proud and rebellious am I 
ftill ! how ſinful and polluted |. I come this hour, 
O Lord, again to thee, with the publican's prayer, 
and I think with ſome fimilar feelings, and cry, 
God be merciful to me a ſinner. Never let me 
be offended ; but give me an underſtanding heart, 
an humbled ſoul, a judgment rightly informed, 
and a will wholly in ſubjection to thy will, with 
ſpiritualized affections. Once I was' offended with 
the poverty of thoſe who embrace the goſpel ; 
but now I rejoice that the poor are evangelized. 
I was too haughty to think the unlearned of men 
were * the taught of God,” becauſe this ſtained 
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the hs of man, and the ideal dignity of human 
nature; hence J rejected the doctrines, and de- 
nied the authority of the God of falvation; but 
now I admire the ſovereignty of God in ſaving 
whom he will, and truſt I am taught and in- 
fluenced by that Spirit whoſe agency on the hu- 
man mind I once denied. Am I not the bleffed 
of the Lord, who hath enabled me to glory in | 
the croſs of Chriſt? 


PSALM CIIL. 2. "of . 
Bleſs the Lord, O my foul ! | 


T AM continually called upon to engage in this 
work by the continued mercies I am receiving 
from my God. Protected on my way, I am ar- 
rived here in fafety ; ſupplies are given me for the 
ſupport of animal life; and more, yea much more 
than this—the Lord my Redeemer is viſiting me 
with his ſalvation, and thereby calling upon me 
to praiſe and glorify him. Where had I now 
been but for the gracious mercy of my God ? 
He * brought me out of the horrible pit, and ſet 
my feet upon a rock, and eſtabliſhed my goings, 
Through his mercy I am delivered from the pit 
of corruption; by his grace I am fixed on Chriſt | 
Jeſus ; and by his Spirit I am led into the way, 


* Pſalm xl. 2. 
MO 


„ 0... 
Af. truth. Do not ſuch mercies call for gratitude? 
I will praiſe the Lord, and call upon the name of 
my God. O Lord, give me more grace, more 
wiſdom from above, and more of the ſanctifying 
influences of the Spirit, that I may be acknow- 
ledging thee in all my ways; revive thy work 
more in my ſoul, that I may be always living to 
thee. I bleſs thee, O Lord, for Chriſt Jeſus, and 
for that fullneſs there is in him for me a ſinner, 
wholly, and, if poſſible, more than wholly unde- 
ſerving thy mercy: thou mighteſt juſtly caſt me 
off for my ſins of omiſſion and of commiſſion; 
but thou art faithful and unchangeable: Many * 
Waters cannot quench divine love. The filth of 
my ſins might ſo ſtick to me as to keep me from 
entering into that place where no unclean thing 
can come; but thou haſt ſaid, Waſh + and be 
clean ;—yea, thou haſt ſaid, I will ſprinkle clean 
water upon you, and will cleanſe. you from all 
your filthineſs. O Lord &, purge me with hyſſop, 
and I ſhall be clean; waſh me, and I ſhall be 
whiter than ſnow. Satan tempts me with ſtrong 
temptations : why is it I do not always com- 
ply, but becauſe thou art pleaſed to make a way 
for my eſcape, that 1 may be able to bear it? 
My corruptions ſtir within me, and cry, Give, 
give] it is wholly of thy grace that I am enabled 


* Cantic, viii. 7. + 2 Kings v. 13. 
+ Ezek, xxxvi. 25. $ Pſalm li. 7. 


„5 
at any time to reſiſt them. The world frowns— 
through thy grace I can bear it: the world ſmiles, 
and I feel the danger of my ſituation, and cry to 
the Lord, who gives me grace equal to my day. 
Surely then 1 ought, at all times, and in all exi- 
gencies, to rely upon God, even my God and Sa- 
viour, for grace, ſtrength, and conqueſt; and not 
leſs ought I to be continually ſummoning my ſoul, 
and all that is within me, to bleſs and praiſe God 
for what he hath done for me, as well as for what 
he is doing, and for what he ſtands engaged to do: 
HE is faithful and true, and there is no unrigh- 
teouſneſs in him. To him will I Iook for grace 
to help me in every time of need; for firength to 
reſiſt the renewed: attacks of mine enemies; and 
for the fulfilment-of his promiſe to lift up a ſtant 
ard when the enemy comes in like a flood; I will 
thank him for all that is paſt, and, through his 
own grace, will truſt him -for all that is to come. 
Let me ever remember the loving-kindneſfs of the 
Lord; let me ever remember his gracious decla- 
ration concerning thoſe who, from a ſenſe of paſt 
mercies, are putting their truſt in him They“ 
that truſt in the Lord ſhall be as Mount Zion, 
which cannot be removed, and abideth for ever; 
and let me bleſs the Lord, for it is a good thing 
to ſing praiſes to our God; * it is pleaſant, and 
praiſe is comely. 

* Pſalm exxv. 1. 
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GENESIS xxxtx. 5 

The Lord was with Jaſ eln. 
Thx Lord's people are his delight; he is ever 
with them wherefoever they are. In the 


dungeon in Egypt he was with Joſeph, giving 
him favour in the fight of the keeper of the 


priſon; and was he not alſo afterward with Peter, 


whea he ſent his angel, and delivered him from 


priſon? © Herod thought to put Peter to death ; 


but che Lord was with Peter. Is* the Lord's 
band ſhortened, that he cannot ſave ? or his ear 
heavy, that he cannot hear ? is God a changeable 
Being, that he ſhould not at all times regard his 
people? No; he is the ſame gracious God and 


* bving Father; the ſame compaſſionate and tender 


Saviour; the ſame merciful and comforting Spirit. 
Joſeph fuffered for his plainneſs, fimplicity, and 
ſincerity; for his ſtrong attachment to his Fa- 
ther's God; for his fidelity to his Maker; and 
the Lord was with Joſeph. Alas! what am I ? 

A worm, yea, à rebel againſt my God: when 
my focs approach me, how often do I partey with 
them, and give them the advantage over me ! 
how frequently am I entangled with wicked 
thoughts, and going on giving them an exiſtence 
yet ſtronger within me, before I am aware that 


* Iſa, lix. . 
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1 am in the enemies company! I awake, I at- 


tempt to ſhake myſelf ; but ſoon bnd I have. been 
ſtrengthening the hands of my enemy, and have 


been weakening myſelf. What muſt I do? 1 will 


acknowledge my tranſgreſſion; and I will confeſs 


my fin, Lord, deliver me from the power, malice, 
and treachery of all mine enemies! Oh, when 


will that happy time arrive, when I ſhall be con- 
vinced, by ſweet experience, that they have no 


longer any exiſtence within me | that my whole 
foul is taken up with thee ! Oh, that it were ſo 

now ! that, by the aboundings of thy grace; and 
by the operations of thy Spirit, I was,. Joſeph- 
like, heartily alive to my God, and always meet- 
ing temptation with, How * can I do this great 


wickedneſs, and ſin againſt Gad | Keep me as 
the apple of the eye; hide me under the ſhadow: 


of thy wings; purify me by the blood of fprink- 
ling, which purgeth the conſcience from dead 
works: give me, O my God, the faith of Abra- 
ham, the chaſtity of Joſeph, that my heart may 
never be going after idols ; ; but that in thought, 
word, and deed, I may be living to thy glory. 
Let me conſider, that the hearts of all men are 
under thy power, that thou turneſt them whither- 
ſoever it pleaſech thee, and that thy will ſhall take, 
place, mauger all oppoſition from men and devils. 

Thou reigneſt over all the kingdane of the arm. 


* Gen, xxxix, 9. 
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Surely then J ought never to be driven, by the 
fear of man, to forget thee, to. renounce my al- 
legiance to thee, to diſhonour thee. Grant that, 
under thy reſtraining grace, I may be kept from 
yielding to ſinful ſolicitations, from doubting thy 
faithfulneſs ; but may, in the exerciſe of faith, be 
committing the keeping of my ſoul unto thee, as 
unto a faithful creator: in evety ſeaſon of adver- 
ſity let me find that Joſeph's God is with me, my 
counfellor, my guide, my comfort : in life let me 
find thou art with me, to guide me into, and keep 
me in all truth ; in ſickneſs my health ; in proſ- 
perity my hope; in death my all: let me, like 


- Joſeph, be, in all circumftances, a chaſte wor- 
| ſhipper of my God; and find, wherefoever J am, 


my God is with me. 


| » . . 


ACTS XVII. 31. | 
He hath aſiſtointed a day, in which he will judge 
the world in righteouſneſs, by that man whom he 
hath ordained ; whereof he hath given aſſurance 
unto all men, in that he hath raiſed him from the 
dead. 


Ir is certain that I muſt die; and it is as certain 


that 1 muſt appear before Chriſt the judge. 
All the ſecrets of my heart will then be diſcloſed; 
the hidden things of darkneſs brought to light ; 
and ſentence will be paſfed upon all the human 


* 


| be ] 


Ace, Who can ſtand the trial of that day, ſeeing - 


all have finned, and come ſhort of the glory of 
God? and how can I appear before Chrift the 


judge? How oft have I trampled on his laws, 


diſputed his authority, and contended with him ! 
yet a brand pluckt out of the burning when I ar. 
deftroying myſelf! Lord, how great is thy mercy ' 

and how full of compaſſion art thou to' a poor 


 wretch, who, wallowing in his blood, merited no- 
thing from thee but thine everlaſting indignation ! - 


glory be to thee for what thou haſt done for me, 
even for me!—for the light and life thou haſt 
 youchſafed me]! How long was I walking in 


darkneſs, not knowing whither I was going, till 


mercy intervened, convinced me of the error of 


my ways, and grace was diſplayed in the gift of 


Jeſus Chriſt, and his ſalvation ! Yet, Lord, how 
often am I aſſaulted by Satan, who is from time 
to time trying to work upon my treacherous 


heart, and to bring me to doubt thy mercy and 


thy truth, as if it were a thing impoſſible for thee 
to raiſe the dead. The returning Spring convinces 
me what thou canſt do; the reſurrection of thy 
Son Jeſus Chriſt, my Saviour, confirms me in the 
_ doctrine ; and what I read in thy word. J believe. 

1 believe my foul is immortal, becauſe I find no- 
thing leſs than thee, the infinite Good, will ſatisfy 
it: its deſires after thee are increaſing, and can 
only be ſatisfied by the everlaſting enjoyment of 
thee. 900 bodv, now groſs matter, fleſh and blood, 
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all be raiſed a glorious body, to be with the ſoul 


| rr Can I doubt it? Is it 


more difficult for thee to gather thy work together, 
however divided, than it was for thee to form this 
body out of nothing by thy all-creative power? 
Let me then never, for one moment, indulge a 
doubt of what thou haſt afſerted ; but, under the 
influences of the Spirit Jehovah, let me be glori- 
fying thee with my foul and body, which are 
thine—thine by right of creation; thine by right 
of redemption. Am I begotten * again to a lively 


hope by the reſurrection of Jeſus Chriſt ? let me 
be always ſerving God with reverence and godly 


fear; living under a conviction that my whole 
dependance is on God, for life, and breath, and 
all things: and in a firm perſuaſion that this mor- 
tal ſhall put on immortality, may the Lord, the 
Spirit, dire& + my heart into the love of God, and 
into the patient waiting for Chriſt. I would daily 
be realizing the ſolemnities of that day, when this 
body, raiſed from the dead, ſhall, with the ſoul, 


ſtand both approved in Chriſt my righteouſneſs and 


my atonement, and be advanced to EY 


When from the duſt of death I riſe, 
To take my manſion in the ſkies ; 
E'en then ſhall this be all my plea, 
Jeſus hath liv'd, and died for me. 
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_ PROVERBS XII. 25. 


| good word maknth.n glad. 
HE heart of man is from time to time creat- 
ing its own heavineſs :. it 1s juſtly deſcribed 
as deceitful above all things, and deſperately 
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| Heavineſs in the heart of man maketh it flop 5 but 


wicked. The depth of -iniquity in the human 


heart who can. fathom ? what high thoughts of 
felf ! what low thoughts of God! what deſires 
after the periſhing things of this world | how 
tele concerned for God's glory, and the chings of 


eternal duration! When I recollect the wan- 


derings of my heart, the coldheſs of my love, and 


the inſenſibility I lie under, while receiving gra- 


eious mercy from the Lord, I feel heavineſs, and 


find the neceſſity of divine revelation. From the 
relief afforded me by the word of God rejoicing, 
my heart, I have an inward teſtimony of the di- 
vine original of that word, and have growing 
cauſe to ſet my ſeal to it. When worldly cares 


oppreſs, I am directed to ſeek * the kingdom of 


God, and his righteouſneſs ; and aſſured by my 


heavenly Father, that whatever is needful ſhall 
be given unto me. When ſoul troubles increaſe, 


J find my God ſpeaking to me with the affection 
of a parent: —Call + upon. me in the day of 


* Matt, vi. 33. + Pſalm 1, re. 
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_— I will deliver thee, and thou ſhalt glorify 
When ſickneſs pervades this ſinful, body, 

bay Satan whiſpers, Where is your God now ? 
my God ſays, My“ ſon, deſpiſe not thou the 
chaſtening of the Lord, nor faint when thou art re- 
buked of him ; for whom the Lord loveth he chaſ- 
teneth, and ſcourgeth every ſon whom he receiv- 
eth; and if ye are without chaſliſement, whereof 
all are partakers, then are ye baſtards, and. not 
ſons. When loſſes abound, and croſſes ariſe from 
eyery quarter; when clauds. obſcure the bright 
Hons of the glorious ſun of righteouſneſs, and 
an enemy cries, Your God hath forſaken. you ; 
my God addreſſes me with—Can+ a woman for- 
get her ſucking child, that ſhe ſhould not have 
compaſſion. on the fruit of her womb ? Yea, they 


may forget, yet will J not forget thee. But un- 


belief aſks, How may I know this for a certainty ? 
The Lord. declares for thy conviftion : Behold ! 
I have graven. thee upon the palms of my hands. 
After all this, my heart is at times full of heavi- 
neſs; I am ungrateful, proud, ſelf-ſufficient, in- 
ſenſible of my mercies, which are ſo continually. 
renewed unto. me by a gracious God. O that 
I could be mourning my. fins more, and be con- 


| tinually looking unto Jeſus,. that through divine 


grace, in its powerful operation, I might, from 


viewing him crucified for me a ſinner, find my 


* Heb. xi. 5, 6. . + Ifa, xlix. 15, 16. 
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hard heart ſoftened, my proud hearthumbled, m 

ſelf-ſufficient heart renouncing ſelf wholly, and 
my inſenſible heart under lively impreſſions of the 
Lord's mercies to me a ſinner, and my tongue 
ſpeaking the praiſes of the Lord! Lord, give me 
increaſing faith in thee, and increaſing love of 
thee, that I may at all times be ſenfible of thy 
goodneſs and grace in Jeſus Chriſt to me a ſinner ; 
keep me waiting in the uſe of the means of grace; 
and refreſh my ſoul with the conſolations. of thy 


Spirit. Do thou, in mercy to my ſoul, make thy 


word effectual for the removing heavineſs from 
my heart, and let me find it my comfort in this 
place of my pilgrimage. Glorify thyſelf, O God, 
in bringing me ſafely through all my troubles to. 
thine everlaſting kingdom of glory ! 


* 
- 
* 


NUMBERS VII. 2. 


The Aries of Ißrael, heads. of the Jab of 1 thein 
| Fathers, offered. 


WHAT condeſcenſion in God to accept any 
| offering from man! What is man's na- 
tural character? He“ drinketh iniquity like wa- 
ter; is continually treſpaſſing againſt the Moſt 
High; and is carnal, ſenſual, and deviliſh : and 
can ſuch an one preſume to draw nigh unto 


# Job xv. 16. 
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God ? In himſelf there is no-acceptation for him: 


but in Chriſt even ſuch may be- juſtified, and 


ſanctified, and accepted of God; and then he 
may bring his offering unto the Lord: he muſt 


firſt come to Chriſt for ſalvation; and then to 
God, chrough Chriſt, with his offering of praiſe 


and prayer: No“ man, ſays Chriſt, can come 
unto the Father but by me: and Chriſt is able, 
and does fave to the uttermoſt all that eome unto 
God dy him. Gracious news this from a far coun- 


try, like cold water to a thirſty ſoul. The princes. 


of Iſrael offered. Every diſciple of Chriſt, being 


born of the Spirit, is ſuch an one —an Ifraelite, 
a prince ; honoured of the- Lord he is honourable: 
indeed ; choſen in Chriſt Jeſus from among the- 
children of men, who are lying in wiekedneſs, in 
the everlaſting purpoſe of the Father called and 
ſanctified by the Spirit Jehovah, he is made a 
prince and an Iſraelite indeed; a true child of 
Abraham, living in faith on Chriſt, and bringing 
his offering of praiſe unto the Lord. Lord, I 
would at all times approach thee with that offer- 
ing who is Chriſt the Lord, and plead with thee 
his atonement for my pardon, his righteouſneſs for 


my juſtification, and his word and promiſe for the 


ſanctifying influences of the Spirit, that under his 
powerful operation I may be continually bringing 
thee the offering which. thou doſt require, even 


* John. xiv. 6, + Heb, vii, 25, 
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that of a broken * and contrite heart, which thow 
wilt not deſpiſe ; yea, the ſacrifice of my ſoul and 
body: let the faculties of the one, and the mem- 
bers of the other, be always holy to the Lord; 
let me conſider them as devoted to thee, and thine, 
by redemption from the power of the enemy, that 
I may be ſerving thee continually. What great 
reafons are there that 1 ſhould be doing this 
how long didſt thou bear with me in my fins and 
folly, when thy juſtice would have been glorified 

in my eternal damnation ' but thou delighteſt in 
mercy, and ſpared me, that I might partake of thy 
grace in the gift of that ſalvation which is by 
Jeſus Chriſt :—And what + is thy ſervant, that 
thou ſhouldeſt look upon ſuch a dead dog as I am! 
The Iſraelites were brought into Canaan ; I am 
brought into the liberty of the goſpel. - Shall I not 
then praiſe the Lord, who hath liberated me from. 
the bondage of fin, Satan, and my own corrup- 


tions? I will magnify thee, O Lord, and praiſe 


thy name for ever | praiſe thee for ſpiritual light 
and life, and pray to thee for more of both; and 
do thou receive me in Chriſt Jeſus the Lord. As 
a prince, may I, by power derived graciouſly from 
thee, rule my inclinations, deſires, and paſſions, in 
ſubjection to the law of love in Chriſt Jeſus.; 
and, as a prieſt, may I be continually bringing my 
thank- offering to the Lord my God, offering it up 


* Pſalm li, 27. + 2 Sam. ix. 8. 


[ 208 1 5 
on that altar thou haſt given me a right to, that it 
may be accepted of thee for Chriſt's ſake :— 
We“ have an altar, whereof they have no right 
to eat which ſerve the tabernacle. | 
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PSALM XXXVII. 3. 
The law of his God is in his heart... 


HAT an evidence is this of the perſon's ad- 
miſſion into the covenant of grace, of his 
being quickened by God the Spirit, and of his 
being an heir of everlaſting glory ? How came 
God's law in the heart? This + is the covenant 
that I will make with the houſe of Ifrael after 
thoſe days, faith the Lord: I will put my laws 
into their mind, and write them in their hearts ; 
and I will be to them a God, and they ſhall be to 
me a people. Such is the grace of God in Chriſt. 


Jeſus to ſinners of mankind, by which they bes 


come ſenſible they are partakers of divine mercy, _ 
and are alive unto God. Where the law of God is 
in the heart, there the love of God is in the ſoul : 


_ theſe are cloſely connected; they are inſeparable. 


The knowledge of God, as a covenant God in 
his Son Chriſt Jeſus, draws the affections of the 
foul to him; the ſenſe of fin pardoned rejoices the 
heart, and excites to 1 God. But how may 


+ Heb. X111; 10. + Jer. XXXI. 33. 


[ 29 
Iknow God has done this in me? Do ] delight * 
in the law of God after the inner man? and is 
fin hateful, Chriſt precious—ſo precious, that I 
would ſooner part with all than part with bim P 
is he the defire of my ſoul ? and am I acting for 
his glory? then 1 may hope God is my God: 
feeling ſomething of this, I may ſay, Other Lords 
have had dominion over me, but by thee, the only 
true God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, will I 
now make mention of thy name : enable me, at 
all times, by a life and converſation becoming - 
thy goſpel, to evidence thy law is in my heart; 
and that my mouth, ſpeaking out of the abun- 
dance of my heart, may miniſter grace unto the 
hearers: let thy law be my meditation by day 
and by night. I am indeed a poor beggar: do 
thou, O Lord, relieve me | feed and clothe my 
ſoul with Chriſt, that I may glorify thee more! 


— — — 5 
— | . 77 


ISAIAH LVII. 18. 
1 will lead him, and reſtore comforts unto him, and 


to his mourners, 


OST and wandering from God, what a miſe- 
rable creature is man] yet how inſenſible 4 
ignorant of his ſtate, like a madman who imagines 
himſelf to be a king, till, like the Prodigal, he 


* Rom. vii. 22. 


| 
| 
lf 
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comes to himſelf, feels his ſituation, and is 
wretched: He now mourns his guilt, and ſup- 
plicates mercy ;—-the Lord ſees him, and is ma- 
nifeſting mercy to him; leads him in the right 
way; and reſtores comfort to him à ſenſible 
mourning ſinner. Lord, I plead with thee thine 
own. gracious word of promiſe : I am ignorant ; 
teach me, lead me, and guide me into the path of 
peace, and into the path-way of holineſs: thou haſt 
made me to * poſſeſs the i iniquities of my youth; 

mine iniquities are more in number than the hairs 


of my head; my ſorrows are enlarged O bring 


thou me out of all my troubles | comfort my ſoul. 
with the truths of thy word, th give me the oil 
of joy for mourning, the garment of praiſe for 
the ſpirit of heayineſs! I find my need of thy 
guidance every moment; I feel hs want of thy 
comforts to rejoice my heart; I find all other. 


loves not only inſufficient, but increaſing ſorrow. 
Blind, without divine illumination, I ſhould ever 
have wandered from the Lord, like a loſt ſheep, 


if ſovereign mercy had not intervened, and brought 
me back to the fold of Jeſus Chriſt. Living in 
ſorrow and vexation of ſpirit, from renewed. diſ- 
appointments, I had till been lying a wretched 
outcaſt, an alien from the commonwealth of If. 
rael, if thou hadſt not had compaſſion on me, 


and bound up my wounds, and given peace to my 


* Job xiii, 26, 


„ „ 
conſcience, by giving me faith in Jeſus Chriſt; 
Now, Lord, I ſtand in momentary need of thy 
leading and comforts.!—Lord, do thou lead me, 
and comfort me with hy conſolations. - | 


GENESIS I11, 20. 8 


Kas lem called his wi ifs s name Eve; becauſe fi 
was the mother of all living. 


ADAM, fallen by tranfgreflion, no ſooner heard 

of the Saviour, than he believed: the pro- 
mi given he was enabled to mix faith with, and 
found the benefit in his ſoul. He called his wife's 
name Eve, not ſo much as the general mother of 
human nature, proceeding from them, but in cons 
ſideration of the Saviour, who was to be born the 
ſeed of the woman, not of the man, in the full- 


neſs of time. I have, in my Bible, God's teſti- - 


mony that this Saviour has been born, has lived, 
died, roſe again, and aſcended into heaven; that 
he lived under the law to the law, fulfilling all 
righteouſneſs ; ; that he died a facrifice for ſin, 
role again for my juſtification, aſcended into hea- 


ven, taking paſſeſſion of a kingdom of glory for 


his redeemed ; and that he diſpenſes repentance 
and forgiveneſs of fins. Here then I ſee grace 
abounding where fin abounded ; here I ſee Mercy 


and Truth met together. How will Adam's faith 
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in a promiſed Saviour condemn me, if J receive 


not the teſtimony God hath given me of his Son 
Jeſus Chriſt! But my ſins are different from 


Adam's; they are great, have been repeated again 


and again, and that too againſt the light of rea- 
ſon, of revelation—againft convictions, reſolu- 
tions, and experienced mercies ! Yes, but Chriſt 


died for ſinners; Chriſt compaſſionated a fallen 


Peter; and Chriſt ſays, Turn“ ye, backſliding 
children, and] will heal your backſlidings. Turn + 
thou me, O Lord, and I ſhall be turned; help 
mine unbelief; and enable me to conſider what 
unſpeakable great glory ariſes to God from the 
ſeed of the woman having bruiſed the ſerpent's 
head, and redeeming finners from the curſe of 
the law, that glorying in Chriſt, I may, in re- 
turning to him, find reſt. | 


HEBREWS XI. 32. 7 
Mat fall more ſay 


HAT more can I ſay, than that grace 

abounds to the chief of ſinners, through 
Jeſus Chriſt, the Saviour? Is it a myſtery the 
angels defire to look into? Man, a partaker of 
this grace cannot be ſilent. Grace does abound to 
ſinners, to vile ſinners, or I had been left to periſh 


3 2 Jer. iii. 22. + Jer. xxxi. 18. 


| 1 22g 1 \; | 

in my fins, to lie in darkneſs, not knowing whis 
ther I was going. Why did God vouchſafe his 
grace to perſecuting Saul, and ſave him by Chriſt 
Jeſus? For the encouragement of ſinners like 
him to come to Chriſt for the ſalvation of their 
ſouls, that ſeeing the aboundings of God's grace 
to ſuch a proud rejecting perſecuting Phariſee, 
they might not ſink into deſpair, but might take 
encouragement to come to God for mercy. What 
ſays Paul of God's dealings with him? Hear him 
{peak, and, aſcribing glory to God, call upon you 
and me, fellow ſinner, to open our hearts, and 
receive the ſame Saviour :—The * grace of our 
Lord was exceeding abundant, with faith and 
love, which is in Chriſt Jeſus :—This is a faith- 
ful ſaying, and worthy of all acceptation, that 
Chriſt Jeſus came into the world to ſave ſinners, 
of whom I am chief. This character of the chief 
of finners is mine ; and did Chriſt come to ſave 
ſuch ? O the aboundings of God's grace, where 
fin had ſo abounded to the diſhonouring Gad! 
The Apoſtle adds: Howbeit + for this cauſe I 
obtained mercy, that in me firſt Chriſt Jeſus might 
ſhew forth all long-ſuffering for a pattern or en- 
couragement to them which ſhould hereafter be- 
lieve on him to life everlaſting. Has the fame _ 
gracious God ſaved the writer, the very chiefeſt 

of ſinners? then Reader thou mayeſt not deſpair; 


#* x Tim. i. 14. + Ibid, 16, 
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but take entouragement, and come to him who is 
able to ſave thee to the uttermoſt. O the mercy 
of God, in looking on me in compaſſion, in mer- 
eifully enlightening my mind, quickening my ſoul, 
humbling my pride, ſubjugating my will, chang- 
ing my deſires, and n wy heart . yu 
of him. 


 ECCLESIASTES III. 2. 
A time to be born, and a time to die. 


HO ſhort the time of life ! how certain the 

hour of death! Am I born into this world ? 
it is certain I muſt ſoon, very ſoon, die out of it. 
How neceſſary to be redeeming time, and to be 
ufing it in the acquiring thoſe riches and that wiſ- 
dom which are eternal ! Who is the wiſe man ? 
'The man that ſecures his eternal intereſts, who 
conſiders eternity, and is preparing in time for it. 
Am I chus wiſe ? or am I ſpending time in the 
ſervice. of mine enemies? What an account of 
miſpent days and years appears upon the review 
againſt me ! and how near is death! "This is the 
ſhorteſt day in the year; it may be the laſt of time, 


and the firſt in eternity to me—Awful thought ! 
Am TI prepared for death—for judgment? how 
ſhall I, a prodigal of time and talents, appear be- 
fore God? Lord, what art thou? Gracious and 
merciful, flow to anger, and with thee is plen- 


NY L ans 1] 

teous redemption : hence encouraged, I come 
again to thee, and caſt myſelf, a poor guilty ſin- 
ner, upon thy mercies in Chriſt Jeſus, imploring 
thy pardon for all my miſpent time: Be * merciful 


unto me, O God! according to the multitude of 


thy mercies, do away mine offences; waſh me 


thoroughly from all my fins ; and fo enrich my 


ſoul with thy grace, that I may de careful to re- 
deem time, ſince fo ſmall a portion of it remains 


to me. Death, what art thou ? A ſentence paſſed 


upon me ; and there is no diſcharge :—lt + is ap- 


pointed unto man, unto me, once to die; and 


after-that the judgment. Death, what att thou? 
A privilege to fome ; to whom? To the righ- 
teous in Ckriſt, to his redeemed: a privilege 
4 truſt to me, even to me, who, under divine 
teaching and operation, am bleſſed wick the cir- 


cumciſion of the heart, am renouncing all con 
fidence in the fleſh, worſhipping God in ſpirit, 


and at times rejoicing in Chriſt Jeſus: then, 
through Chriſt, I may triumph over death, know- 
mg that death ſhall not keep me under his do- 
minon ; knowing that death is the appointed way 
of admiſhon ; into a kingdom of glory. | 


reis #+ Hed, is, #7, 
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OBADIAH 17. 1 


Don Mount Zion ſhall be deliverance. — 
HAT thouſands have found this ſcripture 


verified in their experience, to their ever- 
laſting conſolation ! The place where God dwel- 
Jeth, between the cherubims, diſpenſing gracious 
ſalvation: here the ſinner ſhould be looking to 
the mercy-ſeat, viewing a reconciled God in Chriſt 


looking down upon the children of men, and diſ- 


penſing mercy. No deliverance from the curſe 
of the law, but by him who is the“ power of 
God, and the wiſdom of Cod: no deliverance 


from the ruling power of Satan, and the reigning 


power of ſin, but by the ſeed of the woman, who 
bruiſed the ſerpent's head; and deliverance for all, 
who, ſenſible of their captivity, groaning in an- 
guiſh of ſpirit for deliverance, make application to 
Chnſt the deliverer :—There + ſhall come out of 
Zion the deliverer, and ſhall turn away ungodli- 


neſs from Jacob: not only a deliverance from the 


guilt of ſin, but from the allowed-fellowſhip with 
the unfruitful works of darkneſs, the allowed prac- 


tice of fin. But to whom is Chriſt a deliverer ? 


Hear the Lord fpeak, ye fin-fick fouls, who are 
panting for deliverance from the guilt and domi- 


nion of fin, who are weary and heavy laden ;— + 


* x Cor. i. 24. + Rom, xi, 26, 


= 


„ 3 
The * Redeemer ſhall come to Zion, and unto 
them that turn from tranſgreſſion in Jacob, ſaith 
the Lord. It is. God's work, and God's promiſe; 
God's work to turn ſinners from their tranſgreſ- 
ſions, to convince them, to humble them, to bring 
them to ſeek for deliverance; and it is his pro- 
miſe, that hen they are turning from tranſgreſ- 
ſion, he will give Jeſus. unto them by the Spirit $ 
revelation of him in their hearts. How inex- 
cuſable to neglect this ſalvation ! how good is 
God to incline me to come to him for it !—and 
come again and again I muſt to Chriſt my deli- 
verer; the corrupt principle is within, though re- 
ſtraint has been laid upon it through divine grace; 
a little ſpark ſets all en fire; but great grace hum- 
bles, and rich grace pardons, through the divine 
power of cleanſing, which the blood of Chriſt 
n Make haſte, O 880 to deliver me 


+ — 2 | N 7 85 
AMos IX. 14. 


They vob fla make. gardens, and eat the Whey of 
LOT TT | | 

OW. many memorials are ; thers of the once 
happy ſtate of man] yea, and of the fall of 
mew Where can I go? and on what can I look 
that does not ſpeak powerfully, that man; once 


L 


with God in this paradiſe, was this once the 
happy ftate of man? O ingrate | 


| Shi 
the highly favoured creature of God, is now a 
rebel, a ſinner? What wonderful tranſactions, 
having taken place in gardens, how inſtructive 


are they]! yea, how humbling, mortifying, and 


comforting! Man made by God, and placed in 
a garden planted by God, abounding with all the 
delights of nature, and man holding intercourſe 


to fly in the 
face of ſo much love. Adam, where and what 
art thou? A poor miſerable wretch, lying under 
diſappointment. What am 17 Sinful, and miſe- 
rable;—and why ? Becauſe, from God, 
D 
diſappointment, vexation, and guilt, Does God 
fay, Sinner, where art thou! what laſt thou 
done? Guilt makes me ſilent: yet, O my ſoul, 


turn to Gethſemane, and ſee in that garden the 


ſecond Adam agonizing, previous to his drinking 
that cup made ſo bĩtter by thy ſin; ſee redemption- 


work going forward in a garden ; ; and art thou 


not filled with wonder, loſt in admiration? View 
your Creator proftrate in the garden, and hear 
him cry, Father *, if it be poſſible, let this cup 


paſs from me ! Vet hear his love prevailing over 


the agony of his ſoul: The + cup which my 


Father hath given me, hall 'T-not-drink it? not 


my will, as ſtruggling with the feelings of human 


* Matt. xxvi. _ WT John XViii, 11. 
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nature, but thine be done. O beautiful roſe of 
Sharon | O ſweet lily of the valley! O precious 
tree, bearing the fruit af ſalvation for the children 
of men, and enriching their fouls with thy de- 
25 Melt down, O my ſoul, at the recollection 

of thy Redeemer's ſufferings; and while thou 
mourneſt the ſad conſequences of tranſgrefſion i in 
the garden of Eden, look unto Chriſt the repairer 
af the breach; rejoice that Chriſt conflicted with 
thine adverſary, and overcame him. In thy gar- 
den meditate on man's fall and recovery. 1 
fill my ſoul with thy comforts! | 


— 6 


AMOS IX, 15. 


Aud they flall no more be faulled up out of this 
land, which I have given them, 4. the Lord 
thy God. | 


APPY the people who have the Lord for 

their God ! Rejoice, ye redeemed of Chriſt; 
yours is everlaſting redemption ; your kingdom i is 
fortified by ſalvation; Chriſt is the Ring thereof, — 
the * God of the whole earth ſhall he be called. 
The land of your nativity was a barren land, full 
of blood and violence; a land that eateth up the 
inhabitants thereof; the land into which ye are 
brought, and of which ye are now the inhabitants, 


* Ifa, liv. 5. 
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Kaving an unalienable right unto, is a land f 


diberty, and light, and love; a land truly flowing 
with milk and honey; a land inviting hungry and 
thirſty ſinners to come into it and be happy. The 
Lord of this land iſſues his royal proclamation :— 

Ho * every one that thirſteth, come ye to the 
waters; and he that hath no money, come ye, 
buy and eat; yea, come buy wine and milk, with- 
out money, and without price Have I heard 
this invitation? am I come in under this procla- 
mation? it is as free and full as ſovereign grace 


can make it; free to ſuch vile ſinners as I am; 


full, too, of all the pardons I need. Drawn by 
ſovereign grace, and won by conſtraining love, 
IT have been made willing to quit the land of fla- 
very, the land of inglorious living, and come to 
Chriſt for my ſoul's ſalvation, for the redemption 
of ſoul and body. How full the grant]! how ab- 
ſolute the declaration of the ſafety of the inhabi- 
tants — They ſhall no more be plucked up out of 
the land which J have given them, ſaith the Lord 
thy God God : Mind that, O ſoul ! rejoice 
in divine protection; hear thy Redeemer .addreſ- 
ſing thee, —I have + given unto them eternal life, 

and they ſhall never periſh, neither ſhall any 


- pluck them out of my hand. It . is then a land of 


.everlaſting life; they that live in it ſhall live for 
ever, and by and bye be admitted into the ,pre- 


& Aſa. Iv. 1. | + John x. 28. 
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fence of their ſovereign, to be always 
Bleſſed, O Jeſus, be the Lord thy God, who de- 
lighted in thee, to ſet. ther on his throne to be: 


King ; becauſe thy God- loved Ifrael; to eſtabliſh» | 


them for ever; : herefore 5 he thee 1 over 
them - 


— , 


1 TIMOTHY 111. 16. 


Wi ce e great is the m Mery of godli . | 


Co manifeſt i in the fleſh. 


34 


depth, and length, and breadth of God's 
ws paſſes all underſtanding. I am ignorant of 
the myſtery of fin, which cauſed, in the love ob 
God, this myſtery of Godlinefs God i in human 
nature; not in its ſinful ſtate, but low and hum- 


ble; without ſickneſs, becauſe ſickneſs is the con- 
ſequence” of fin; but not without ſorrow, for 
Chriſt was born to ſorrow—4 man of ſorrows, 


and acquainted with grief. Iam ignorant. how. 
body and ſoul are one man: if I cannot account 


for that, which is leſs and more common, why 
ſhould I be controverſial, and diſpute the two na- 


tures, divine and human, in one Chriſt ? God 
was offended by human. nature ; and the ſuffering 
humanity of Chriſt Jeſus fully ſatisfied divine fu 


tice for his redeemed. O Lok divine, ſurpaſſing. 
* 


witlr him 


TELL. might Paul ſay, the height, and 


* 
* 
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W human conception | the Ancient of Days an in- 


fant ! the Creator of the world born in a ſtable, 
and lying in a manger ! the judge fuffering for 
the priſoner ! all is myſtery ! yet the Holy Spirit 
hath ſealed inſtruction on my mind: I ſee the ne- 


ceſſity for this on the part of God, or no mercy 


for ſinful man, no- redemption from the curſe of 
the Iaw. But what do I ſee? Glory in abaſe- 
ment! love in death k heaven and earth united 
Jacob's ladder angels admiring ! devils con- 
quered ! man, ſinful man, pardoned, juſtified, 
ſanctified! all the bleſſed conſequence of Chriſt's 
advent into this world. Can I join in aſcribing 
glory to God in the higheſt, for unto us a child 
is born, unto us a fon is given? Wich humility 


I lift up my foul to God in praiſe for that light 


which has diſcovered this Saviour unto me, and 
for that grace which hath made him precious as - 
the Redeemer of my foul and body: yet, alas, 
I mourn my ignorance, and blindneſs, and dead- 
neſs, that I ſee and know ſo little,” and am fo in- 
ſenſible. Quicken me, O thou life- giving Spirit! 
warm my ſoul with thy bright beams, thou glo- 
ious Sun of Righteouſneſs, thou bright morning- 
Nar, thou only ſource of eternal conſolation ! 
O my Creator Saviour, viſit me with thy falva- 
tion! rejoice the ſoul of thy ſervant ! 
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PROVERBS XXVII. 17. ; 


Iron iar ſienetl iron, fo the countenance of a a * 
hs friend. 5 


Hf | 


"OFTEN eme I-believed. inis cont 


nion of ſaints ! and was ignorant of the mean- 
ing of that expreſſion, and a ſtranger to the com- 
fort ariſing from ſpiritual converſation. How full 
of contradiction is an unenlightened ſinner | pro- 
ſeſſing to believe what in practice he is eonti- 


| oually denying ; ridiculing the very truths which, 


in the houſe of God, he declares he believes. 
The recollection of this is painful; and O that I 
felt it more ! that I might be more humbled before 


God for it, more ſelf-abaſed.in his fight, and be 


excited to praiſe him continually for that ſpiritual 
light and life he hath communicated to my under- 
ſtanding and ſoul. How edifying, how rejoycing 
the account of what God hath done by his grace 
in the renewed ſoul! Come *, ſays David, and 
I will tell you what the Lord hath done for my 
ſoul ! The relations of ſoul-dealings are ſoul- 
comforts: two that are agreed in ſpiritual tings 
walk comfortably. in ſpiritual converſation; z they 
edify one another; their appetites are more, ſhar- 
pened; their deſires more quickened; and their 


ſouls more alive unto God: yet how much more 


* Pſalm 1xvi. 16. 
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animating is the countenance of my almighty friend! 
when Jeſus ſmiles, when Jeſus ſpeaks, how is the 
heart affected! how does the ſoul rejoice ! It * is 
the voice of my Beloved ; he cometh leaping upon 
the mountains, ſkipping upon the hills ;—behold ! 
he ſtandeth dehind our wall ; he looketh forth at 
the windows, ſhewing himſelf through the lattice. 
What condeſcenſion, what grace in God, thus 
to draw near to man, to draw na in love and . 
mercy to a poor polluted worm! Come then, 
O my Saviour, and lift up the light of thy coun- 
tenance upon me: Stay + me with flaggons ; com- 
fort me with apples ;—indulge me with ſweet fel- 
Jowſhip with thee, my God and my Lord, and 
with communion with thy children, hes 7 foul 
may rejoiee in 225 | | 


| | PSALM IX. 12. wa 
| Through God we ſhall do valiantly ; for he Ja 


tread dawn Our enemies. 


HAT diſorder hath fin introduced into this 

world! and what confufion -prevails ! 
Wars and rumours of war; nation riſing againſt 
nation, and kingdom againſt kingdom ! What 
feuds, diſcords, and animoſities prevail! and what 
is my ſoul, my heart! what and where am 1? 


# Cantic. ii, 8. + Ib, ii. 5. 


* 


tas 1 
why ſuch diſcordant notes in my addrefles to God? 
why ſuch tumultuous thoughts interrupting the 
peace of my conſcience ? why ſuch perplexities, 
and fears, and doubts? O my corrupt nature, my 
deceitful heart, my depraved imagination ! and, 
Oh Satan, thou enemy to my ſoul's peace and 
joy, how are mine enemies riſing up againſt me, 
and warring againſt my comforts! But ſhall I 
be caſt down and deſpair, becauſe they are conti- 
nually fighting? ſhall: I give up to them when 
the Lord is on my fide? God forbid . and may 
God enable me te put my truſt in him, and to 
keep looking unto Jeſus. Will not that! God, 
who, in the freeneſs of his mercy, and in the 
riches of his grace, hath wrought out ſalvation 
for me, and revealed it in me, afford me ſtrength 
equal unto my day? I am weak; yet how often 
hath the Lord been my ſtrength, ſv that I have 
been ſaying, when! Lam weak, then am I ſtrong; 


and to the glory of God's grace, and of his, faich- - 


fulneſs, how often hath he, when the enemy. came 
in like a flood, lifted up a ſtandard againſt him. My 
ſtrength is weakneſs ! To thee do I look, O bleſſed 
Jeſus, for renewed ſtrength, for freſh conqueſt ; yea, 
to thee do I look, for complete victory, for everlaſt- 


ing triumph; yea, to.thee.do I look, that here on 
earth I may in thee, by thee, and. through. thea, 


do valiantly ; and that I may finally put my feet 
upon the necks of theſe kings, and ro for 


* 2. Cor. xii. 10. 
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ever in my faithful Redeemer: Through God we 
ſhall' do valiantly, for he ſhall tread down our 
enemies 4 N * 1 A 5 ; "2 g 


PSALM xX. 4 1 


S7 i is the Lord. 


N ers inflances thin l em dumber, in more 
ways than I can tell: good in ſparing. me 
through another night, and bringing me to ſee 
the light of returning day. What mercies do I 
enjoy! habitation, clothes, limbs, reaſon, food, 
fire, attendants ; and for theſe how ſmall my gra- 
titude]! Yet greater mercies than theſe are given 
me grace and peace in Chriſt Jeſus, the God of 
my ſalvation; and yet how poor my returns of 
\praife to the Lord! His goodneſs and mercy have 
prevented and followed me all the days ef my 
life ; through his goodneſs I feel fin my burden, 
and find encouragement to come to Chriſt for re- 
Hef; through it I feel fin my ſorrow, and am led 
to Chriſt for the garment of ſalvation, of joy; 
through it J feel. my inability to do any thing 
that is good, and am brought to Chriſt, a poor 
helpleſs ſinner, for grace and ſtrength; through 
it J find this to be an enemy's country, that it is 
not my reſt, and am inclined to ſeek after that reſt 
which is in Chriſt Jeſus ; throuph it I would live 
free from fin in thought, word, and deed ; and 
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I feel I carry a body of death within me whither» 
ſoever I go; and am conſtrained to look to Chriſt 
for final victory. Satan aſſaults, the world tempts, 
and the fleſh 5 for gratification; and all 


chrough God's goodneſs, in the diſpenſation of his 


grace, drive me more to my refuge, the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt. Good is the Lord: may I acknowledge 
it, and entertain an abiding ſenſe of it. Let a 
| Tweet ſetiſe of the divine complaceney to my ſoul 
make me walk more humbly before thee, in all 
holineſs unto obedience of the faith, and unto un- 
beigned love of the brethren: keep me from fall 
ing; and ſuccour me in every time of need: feed 
my ſoul, ani Rrengthen it with the hread of life; 
and, in thy goodneſs, enable me with joy to . 
* n tremor J Lai 
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boy ECCLESIASTES x. 18. * 44890 


By mur fothfulneſs the building decayeth ; and 
through idleneſs of the hands the houſe be 
through... EL 


not increaſe. in knowledge and comfort ; 
when it would be a Wonder if they did. Buſied 
in worldly conceras, and too much attached. tp 
things of leſs importance, they ſpend little time 


in xcading and in meditation: they probably: go, 
1 6 
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from place to place; to hear; but, alas | their eyes 
are running here and there, and their hearts “ are 
going after their covetouſneſs ; little attention is 
by that mind given to the word of God which has 
been firſt polluted, in the houſe of God, with ideas 
of the dreſs or appearance of others. The build- 
ing decayeth as much by this kind of ſlothfulneſs, 
as by a total withdrawing from the means of grace. 
Who am I condemning ? and whoſe conduct am I 
arraigning, but the writer's ? who, though not 
thinking of dreſs, is frequently under the influence 
of a worldly ſpirit, and obliged to make confeſſion 
with David, My ſoul: cleaveth to the duſt ;— 
and again, how really ſlothful and idle as-to the 
things of God, and the concerns of the foul ? 
Alas ! I feel it; I Rand condemned; and J lament 
it! If I flack my hands, but in one inſtance, 
how foon do I feel the houſe dropping through, 
and alk appears confuſion? If I negle& the 
means, is it any wonder I do: not attain to the 


end? The admiſſion of light diſcovers ; but if 
I ſhut my eyes againſt the light, is it any wonder 


J do not ſee? The ſ entrance of God's word 
giveth light; but if I neglect the reading it, and 
meditating 1 upon it. chewing the cud, to make it 
beneficial, 1s it at all ſurpriſing that the graces of 
the Spirit, which are cheriſhed and brightened by 
chat appointed mean of en en ! 


1 
* Ezek. xxx4il, 38s + Iii ate. ac; - £16,330 
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what a compoſition am I through the introduo - 


tion of ſin, that nature, which was at firſt perſect:; 


is full of evil; the conſequence i is inconſiſtency ; 
the practice hurtful; tlie end, defilement and mi- 
ſery. Here then I find freſh occaſion for humi- 
liation, prayer, and the exerciſe of faith on him 


who' poſſeſſes all fullneſs for me :—humiliation = 
for my floth and idlenefs,. my blindneſs and igno- 


rance, my ſin and guilt; prayer for che forgive- 
neſs and pardon of all my folly, . inconſiſtency, 


and fin, through and by Chriſt my Saviour. 


Lord, quicken: me with thy free Spirit, that Lmay 
be more diligent, yea, that I may be giving» all 
diligence to make my calling and election ſure; 
renew my ſtrength, that I may mount above this 
world, and all the vanities of this life, that I may 


run and not be weary, that I may walk and not 


faint ; keep me from ſlothfulneſs and all mere 
formality ; enliven me, and grant that, by thy 
bleſſed Spirit's influence, I may. be more ſtudious 
of thy word, more obſervant of thy providences, 


and of thy gracious diſpenſations, that I may be 


oe era. time ſince the days are evil ;— - 


And lift my thoughts on high; + 
That I, may end. this mortal race, | 
Andi ſee falyation nigh; . 


2 


that J may run with patience the race that is 75 


and grow dull? What a compoſition is mant 


' Draw me, O God, with-ſov'teign grace, n 


VEE 


before me, looking unto Jeſus, and relying upon 
my Saviour God, that through him I ſhall obtain 


TG een 


© 1SATAH $LIK. 3. 9 267 
Thou art my ſervant, O Iſrael, in whom bo will 25 
glorified. ; _ 


J ORD, glorify thyſelf in me, or 1 hall. x never 
glorify thee. $0 poor, helpleſs, and ignorant 
am I, that without thy teaching, rhe riches of thy 
grace and ſtrength from thee, I am a mere y- 
pher, a blank in creation. How came I co fee 
and feel my fituation ? was it always that T enter- 
_ tained theſe humbling thoughts of myſelf? How 
often, under the influence of the pride of my 
heart deceiving me, have I fancied myſelf to be 
rich, and increaſed with goods, and to have need 
of nothing; when, at the ſame time, I was poor, 
and wretched, and miſerable, and blind, and 
naked. I was eoncluding myſelf to be ſomething, 
when I was not only nothing, but worſe than 
nothing: ſo mould I have continged until this 
day, if grace had not been given to humble me ; 
if God had not made me ſenſible of my weak- 
neſs, ignorance, blindneſs, and ſpiritual deadneſs; 
; bringing me, like the ow 43 to n 
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What is the conſequence ? That 1 ſes the necef. 
ſity of ſalvation by grace, through a perfect obe 
dience, and an immaculate ſacrifice, even that 
which is ſet before me in the ſeripture dhe aton- 
ing Lamb of God, a willing offering, and a fu 
ficient \factifice for the fins of all, who, through | 
divitte grace, ſhall be brought to believe in him. 
O the ſorereignty of grace, mercy, and love of 
God, tb make Satan's bond faves his Tervants ? 
to make the heirs of hell the fons of God, and 
Wh bs eternal life! Oughit not ſuch perſons to 
be glorifying God in faith and fruitfulneſs? they 
are called of God into his fervice; and created 
again, in Chriſt Jeſus, unto good works. Lord, 
ſanctify me by thy Spirit, that, in  Rrvidg =_ 
e 


# al — 1 | T” 4 
2 CHRONICLES XXIV. 23. " 
At the end of the year. | 
WW HAT ought a Chriſtian. man, what * 
a miniſter to do? ſurely to confider what 
hath been his work for God the preceding part of 


the year. Conſideration is not lefs neceſſaty than 
perſeverance : the former will naturally lead a 


ſpiritual man to Chriſt for pardon; of what is 
paſt ; the latter will induce him to look to, and 


make ſupplication to Chriſt for grace, ſtrength, 


| F 238 J | 
and wiſdom, for the time to come. When I look 
back I ſee ſo much defilement adhering to my. bei 
ſervices, as coming from me, that I wonder at the 
Lord's continuing his forbearance and. mercy to- 
wards me; when I recollect ſome of my nume- 
rous fins of omiſſion, I wonder I have not been 
cut down. as a cumberer of the ground; when 
I call to mind the ten. thouſandth part of my 
known actual tranſgreſſions, I ſee ſuch abound, 
ings of God's. mercy. to me a- ſinful, polluted 
creature, that I immediately: ſet. my ſeal; to the 
| Pſalmiſt's declaration: His * mercy endureth for 
| ever; and when I recollect what 1 have heard of 
| ſome profeſſing their love, their regard, their pro- 
| feſſion for me, as God's honoured. inſtrument i in 
| bringing them to the knowledge of the truth as 
it is in Jeſus, I wonder at myſelf, that my af- 
fection ſhould be ſo.dead, my Spirit ſo dull, and 
I myſelf fo little affected with the Lord's won» 
derful condeſcenſion and . goodneſs in thus ho- 
- nouring me. How much of the year paſt has. 
been ſpent in the ſervice of mine enemies, through 
Loth, indifference, formality, and wandeniag! 
what cauſe for humility and ſelf- abaſement before 
God! for prayer and earneſt ſupplication to God! 
'Yet what abundant occaſions hath the Lord given 
me for praiſe and thankſgiving . ought I not to be 
| EY Rong God. for AID? in me and: 
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by me? Who am I, and what my father's houſe, | 
that God ſhould thus honour me ? Glory be to 
God for ſoul mercies, for bodily mercies, for life, 
and breath, and all things. Lord, I thank thee; 
that, worthleſs as I am, I am ſtill a monument of 
thy ſparing mercy; that ignorant and poor as 1 
am, yet it hath pleaſed thee to lay me near the 
heart of ſome of thy dear children, who pray for 
me, that I may be enabled to ſpeak boldly, as I 
ought to ſpeak, the things which concern. the 
glory of God, and the ſalvation of my fellow 
ſinners. | Lord, hear and anſwer their prayers 
for thine own glory ; give me a double portion of 
the prophet's ſpirit, and grace to lay out myſelf in 
thy ſervice: The end of the year is come : ſoon, 

very ſoon, the end of my life will come! Grant 
me, O my God, thy Spirit, that, when my Lord 
comes, I may be found in his work, L may be 
found in him, in the cleſt of the rock of ſalvation, 
Chriſt Jeſus: as thy miniſtering ſervant never let 
me account life precious, but as laid out in thy 
ſervice, that I may fimſh my courſe with joy: 
even ſo Lord Jeſus Chriſt. Bleſſed is that ſervant, 
whom his Lord, when he cometh, ſhall find 
ſo doing. | 

Be * thou faithful unte a and 0 * ire 

thee a crown of life. 
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SIS. ISAIAH LXV. 5. 
Stand by thyſelf'; come not near to me ; Tam taker 
than then. | 


WJ HATEVER you may think of ſelf, re- 
member this — felf is the great enemy. 
What is thine infcription ? The“ imagination of 
thine heart is only evil, from thine youth up. 
Is it not ſaid, Curſed + is every one that conti- 
nueth not in all things which are written in the 
book of the law to do them. What ſayeſt thou 
now? do you feel your ſtate to be that of fepa- 
ration from God by fin ? that you are a tranſ- 
Freſſor, and the law condemms you? that you 
are ende and wretched, helpleſs and hopeleſs ? 
The meſſengers of God announce glad tidings 
falvation by grate ; that a Saviour is born, -Chriſt 
the Lord, to fave from the guilt and reigning 
power of fin; ſalvation free and full. Salvation 
is of this Lord ;—for whom ? The filthy, the un- 
clean: Come f now, and let us reafon together, 
faith the Lord : though your fins be as ſcarlet, 
they ſhall be white as ſnow ; though they be red, 
like crimſon, they ſhall be as wool. Why ſo? 
Becauſe the { blood of Jeſus Chriſt, Gets ons 
cleanſeth from all ſin, 


* Gen. viii. 2. + Sal. iii. 10. 
T 14a, i. 18. $ 1 John 7. 
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 GENES18 XXV. 22. = 
Why am I this s 


CON FLICTING with enemies ? . this 
inward firuggling ? is it becauſe God hath 
manifeſted grace, in communicating a ſpiritual | 
principle of action, which oppoſes the working | 
of corrupt nature? Then let me rejoice, that 0 
| 


through Chriſt victory is certain; - triumph is de- 
creed ; the wicked principle ſhall ceaſe from trou- 
bling; grace ſhall prevail; glory is ſure | 


* 1 * 
1 3 ——ʒ 


- - © EPHESIANS IL. 5. 25 4 5 | 
By grace nre ye ſaved. | 

['N what does this apply to me? This, I truſt, 
1 can ſet my ſeal unto == loſt ſinner reco- 

vered; a ruined finner reſtored; a guilty ſinner 

_ pardoned ; an. unholy creature fanCtified ; a dead 

ſinner quickened ; ; a. wandering ſinner brought 

back; a willing ſinner, made willing, in the day 

of Chriſt's power, to part with fin, ſelf-righteouſ- 

neſs, and all that oppoſed coming to Chrift ; and 

now willing to ſuffer for Chriſt, Is not this by 


grace ? 


O, to grace, what mighty debtor, 
Daily I'm conftrain'd to be! 


Glory to God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
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PSALM LV. 22. . 
Caſt thy burden on the Lord. 


WW HAT ſinful ſtirrings within how they 
wound my peace, deaden my proſpects, ; 
and check my comforts! Caſt thy burden on the 
Lord. What I did yeſterday J have his warrant 
for doing again this day: I come then to him, in 
whom it pleaſed the Father that all fullneſs ſhould 
dwell for righteouſneſs to juſtify me; blood to 
cleanſe me; the Spirit to ſanctify me; grace to 
enrich me; ſtrength to ſtrengthen me; power to. 
protect me; counfet to guide me; life to animate 
me; balm to heal my wounds; and faithfulneſs 
to preſerve me, and bring me to his heavenly 
kingdom. O for a My faith, and a confirmed. 
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' DEUTERONOMY XxXxITI. 14. 
Precious fruits by the fun. oy * 


THE tree, apparently dead in winter, by the 

- warm influences: of the ſun. in. ſpring puts 
forth its buds, its bloſſoms, and, in due time, its 
fruit : ſo the ſinner, quickened by the Spirit Je- 
hovah, and under the power of Jeſus, the glorious 


ſun of righteouſneſs, grows and thrives as a tree 


planted in the courts of the houſe of the Lord, 


8 ® 


[29 1 
and-ſpixitual life is invigorated. Does not the 
ſun, Which this day enlightens and fructifies the 


KCarth, addreſs me very powerfully. Hath it ariſen? 
it ſays, Ariſe “ and ſhine, for thy light is come, 


and the glory of the Lord is riſen upon thee. 
Surely then great is the mercy of the Lord to me, 
who am naturally a poor dark, dead ſinner. Am 
1, through the power of him who is the + reſur- 
rection and the life, .riten, from. a death in fin, to 
a life of righteouſneſs ? then I ſhall delight in 
doing the will of God; and, though my body 
muſt ſet in death, I ſhall, through the ſame power, 
riſe to endleſs glory in the great day of the Lord. 
Grant, Lord, that, in thy light, I may have light; 


let me ſee thee in the ſun to be the creator and 
governor of the world; let me ſee thee, and know 


thee, in the ſun of righteouſneſs, to be my Father 
and my God; and enable me to let my light thine 
before men, that they, ſecing the good work of 
the Spirit, in making me fruitful in every word 
and work, may be moved to glorify my Father, 
who is. in heaven. Shine into, warm, and fructify 
my ſoul, thou glorious Sun in the firmament af 
| the covenant of grace, | 


— 


* Iſa, Ix, 1. + John xi. 25. | 
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1 JOHN iv. 16. 


We have known and believed the love that Ged 
: - hath tous. 


Tir bebe; O God, made me ſenſible of hy | 
wretchedneſs, and a ſupplicant at the throne = 
of grace; thy love ſuperſeded that natural fear 
J had of thee, as a God of ſtrict holineſs and 
inexorable juſtice, inaſmuch as it led me to Chrift, 
the end of the law, for my righteouſnefs and my 
facrifice; that flaviſh principle, which dragged me 
into thy ſervice, is ſuperſeded by that fear which 
worketh by love. O Lord, I love thee, and would 
therefore willingly obey thee in all things: I love 
| thee, and therefore deſire to ſpend and be ſpent 
in thy ſervice. What haſt thou done for me? 
Brought me to the acknowledgment of the truth 
as it is in Jeſus. O my foul, ſtand ftill and admire 
that height and depth of divine grace and love, 
which could pardon thoſe fins, which eried to the 
"Moſt High for judgment, and ſaved thee from the 
Joweft pit of perdition. And why is God thus 
gracious unto me? Becauſe he * will have mercy 
on whom he will have mercy ; becauſe + he de- 
lighteth in merey. Lord Jeſus, how great thy 
grace! Glory be to thee, O God, Father, Son, 
and Spirit, for redeeming love and ſovereign diſ- 


* Rom. ix. 15. T Mic, Vil 18. 


Nn 
tinguiſhing grace. Keep, Lord, this fear alive in 
my foul: I look up to thee for thy bleſing; look 
thou upon me in the face of thine Aneinted, and 
be merciful unto me, as thou uſeſt to do unto 
thoſe that love thy name; increaſe my faitli in 


thee, and my love and fear of thee, that I may 


never wilfully depart from, my God. The * Lord 
taketh pleaſure in them that fear him, in thoſe 
that hope 


whom there is no variableneſs nor ' thadow of 
: a — — 5 
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' EPHESIANS It. 5. 
By Grace. 


Y grace fn is made my burden ; holineſs m 
delight ; and God's fervice perfect freedom ; ; 
coldneſs in it painful ; and wandering thoughts in 
it my grief: by grace God is my friend, who 
poſſeſſes all power, knows all my wants, and 
gives me what is moſt for my advantage: by af- 
fliction he humbles me ;. by kindneſs he melts, me; 
by love he draws me: by grace God wins me to 
| himſelf, and enriches me; by his counſel he guides 
me; by his Spirit he influences me ; by Chriſt's 
righteouſneſs he juſtifies me ; by Chriſt's blood he 


1 Pſalm clxvii. 11, 


in his mercy. This is my God's cha- 
rater, and my ſoul's confidence is in him, with. 


| 
| 
1 
1 
| 


cleanſes me; and by his power he will preſerve 


| me to his kingdom of glory. -Lord, keep me 
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A Ii in Chrid, giving up all be fi 7 ej 

Chriſt is in me, my hope of glory. „And 
will he not be found in me ? He will; my com- 
Fort in mourning ; my ſtrength in my weaknels ; 
my joy in affliction; my humility in proſperity ; 


my ſupport in ſickneſs; my life in death. Then, 
O my ſoul, determine, by God's grace, to give 


up al for Chriſt, that, through divine grace, thou 
mayeſt be found in him, clothed with his garment 


of ſalvation, adorned with the marriage robe of 


his righteouſneſs, united unto him in ſpirit, and 
rejoice in him, thy Lord, through. whom there — 
is now no condemnation to them that are in him, 
and who are giving- this proof of their affections 
for him, that they walk not after the fleth, but 
aſter the ſpirit : 8 —He 1 that is Joined to the Lord 
4s one . ; 


, > 
4% + - 444 , % . — 6:5 4 41 


+ 4 


. * Rom, viti's, 7 | 4 1 Cor. vi. 17. 
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2 PETER 11. 14. 


I, according to his firomiſe, Jol for a new heaven, _ 
and a new earth, wherein awelleth rightoouſnefs. * 


| Sour. art thou locking thus by fa in Chriſt 
then, in God's time, being brought thereunto, 
thou ſhalt look back, and fee the way in which 


thou haſt been led, the unſeen dangers from which - 


thou waſt preſerved, and that love which, being 
manifeſted* in Chriſt, brought thee to ſeek for 
peace, happineſs, and joy in God; that love which 
gave into thine underſtanding light, and, into thy - 
foul, ſpiritual life. The night of time is far ſpent, 
the day of eternity is at hand ; this mortal muſt 
ſoon put on immortality. Lord, let increafing 
years bring increaſing deſires after thee, and in- 
- creaſing love of thee, Sweet is the reſt of the 
labouring man. Unworthy, and, in myſelf, to- 
tally unmeet for the work, thon haſt, in mercy, 
ſent me a labourer into thy yineyard :—make me, 
I pray thee, faithful unto death! let me be found | - 
in my work when my Lord ſhall come, waiting 
his coming, and looking for that new heaven and- 
new earth, wherein dwelleth righteouſneſs—glo- 
rying in Chriſt, my reſurrection and my life 


— 
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1 CORINTHIANS X. 13. 


God is faithful. 
HOUGH * he caufe grief, yet will he have 
compaſſion, according to the multitude of 
his mercies. Lord, I fee thee faithful in the 
execution of thy promiſe. Seed + time and har- 
veſt ſhall not fail: in the miniſtry of thy word, 
they © ſhall be taught of God; in quickening 
dead ſinners, the & dead ſhall hear the voice of 
the Son of God, and live ; in ſtrengthening weak 
ſinners, I will || ftrengthen thee ; in raiſing fallen 
ſinners, though © he fall, he ſhall not utterly be 
caſt down. Rejoice** not againſt me, O mine 
enemy — God is mine. 


* | . 5 ; WE-Y — | 
+, | HOSEA XIV. + / 


Iwill heal their back/lidings. 


HAT encouragement do I meet with here 

to come and to ſpread my caſe before the 
Lord! Thou knoweſt, O my God, the troubles 
of my heart are enlarged; O, bring thou me out 


* Lam. iii. 32, + Gen. viii. 22, t Ifa. liv. 13. 


- { John v. 25. Zech. x, 12. J Pf, xvli. 24. 
#* Mic, vii. 8. | 


1 
nf diſtreſſes thou knoweſt the deſires of 
my ſoul are to thee and to thy ways; heal my 
backſlidings ; and, at all times, guide me with 
thy counſel, and influence me by thy Spirit; 
enrich me with thy grace; ſtrengthen me with 
all might in the jnner man; and let me find, 


that as are my days, ſo is my ſtrength ; ſo ſprinkle - 
my conſcience with the blood of Chriſt, that it 


may be purged from all dead works, to ſerve 
thee the living God ; purify my heart by faith, 


and ſanctify my ſpirit, that the * words of my 


mouth, and the meditation of my heart, may 
always be acceptable in thy ſight, O Lord, my 
ſtrength and my Redeemer ; keep me, O Lord, 


in the moment of temptation ; and enable me to 
rejoice in thy love, and that thine __ is 


* ya from me. 
BY > aback 2 
„ ISAIAH LIV. .. 5 
Dy Redeemer, the Holy One of Iſrael. 


SOUL, take encourage=uty and, under all 
thy diſtreſo, fly to that holy child Jeſus, 


who is the only refuge ſet before thee in the 
goſpel. Juſtice ſatisfied by Chriſt the ſurety ;. 
thou-art juſtified in looking to Chriſt for thy 


* Pſalm xix. 14. 
M 2 


— 
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ſalvation :—Look to Chriſt, and be ye ſaved! 
While I conſider Chriſt, honouring God's law, 
and ſatisfying divine juſtice, let me feel. a deeper 
ſenſe of my unworthineſs, and of my God's ho- 
lineſs, love, grace, and mercy, that I may thereby 
be excited to greater practical holineſs, | 


ROMANS VIII, 12, 

Me are debtors. 8 
A PEBTOR I am to that God who hath 
made me a partaker of that mercy which 

is through Chriſt, who died to redeem me from 
the curſe of the law, and roſe again for my juſ- 
tification ; a debtor to that Chriſt, who became 
my ſurety, and paid my debt to the law and 
juſtice of God; a debtor to him who hath brought 
me out of darkneſs into his marvellous light ; 
a debtor to him who hath quickened my ſoul ; 
or why is it that I feel, lament, hunger, and 
ra, and defire conformity to. the image of 
Chriſt? or why do I Fel fleſh luſting againſt 
the ſpirit, and the ſpirit againſt the Aeſh ? or 
why do I ſee ſo much evil in my heart, and ſo 
abundant a remedy in Chriſt, which drives me, 
and draws me to him for ſalvation and eternal 
redemption? I am a debtor for my being, ex- 


* 
* 
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iſtence, and ſalvation, to Chriſt, the creator of 
the worlds, by whom all things ſubſiſt, and in 
| whom every believer has redemption * through - 


his blood, even the forgiveneſs of fins. O Lord, 
let me ſee more clearly the infinite obligation 
I am under to thee, my Creator, for placing me 
in that rank of intelligent creatures in which thou 
haſt made me ; for preſerving me when hanging 
upon my mother's breaſt, through the age of 
infancy, youth, and manhood, and conſtantly ſup- 
plying my returning wants; for ſparing me in thy 
aſtoniſhing mercy, notwithſtanding innumerable 
crimes of the moſt crimſon dye, by me com- 
mitted, that thou mighteſt manifeſt gracious ſav- 
ing mercy to me, the vileſt of ſinners. What a 
fullneſs muſt there be in thee, O my Saviour, 
to pardon ſuch aggravated, complicated crimes as 
mine! I am debtor to thee for wiſdom , righ- 
teouſneſs, ſanctification, and redemption. 


N A 


| PSALM LXXXIX, 19. 


T have laid helf uſion One that is mighty. 


REJOICE, O my ſoul! Chriſt is this mighty 
one; he is the t mighty God, the everlaſting 


Father, the prince of peace, Am I a ſinner? 


* Col, i. 14. + 1 Cor. i, 30. Ila. ix. 6. 


9 
4 * 
* Wd . 
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Chriſt died for ſinners to him I fly for punk. 


Am 1 weak and helpleſs ? Chriſt is the helper 
of all that flee unto him for ſuccour. Am I ig- 
norant? The Lord declares, If * any of you 


lack wiſdom, let him aſk of God, who giveth + 
liberally. Come then, my fellow-ſinner, under a 
ſenſe of thy numerous wants, to that Saviour 

| who made heaven and earth, the ſea, and all that 


therein is, who keepeth his promiſe for ever ; he 
poſſeſſes all fullneſs, as he is God over all, 
bleſſed for ever; and as he is God and man, one 
Chriſt, ſo is he the only mediator t between God 
and man ; the fullneſs of the Godhead dwells 
in him bodily; and it hath pleaſed the Father 
that all fullneſs ſhould dwell in him, the head of 
his church, for every individual member thereof—. 


ſalvation, redemption, wiſdom, power, grace, 


glory; out of his own fullneſs he will communi- 
cate for their help: he it is who fills heaven 
and earth ; every creature is a proof of his good- 
neſs, his regard for man; thoſe which miniſter 
to his bodily ſupport call for gratitude ; thoſe 
which are noxious and offenſive call for humi- 
lity ; for nothing could be unpleaſant to man if 


be were not a ſinner: and ſince. man cannot: 


deliver himſelf, how aſtoniſhing the mercy of 
God in the gift of his Son: Lord, bleſs me 
| 6 JU 62 


* James i i. 5. + Rom. ix. 5. 
* x Tim. ii. 5. $ Cal. ii. 3. 


— 


: 
| 
[ 
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wich poverty of ſpirit, but give me the riches of 
thy grace; make me more ſenſible of my help- 
leſſneſs, and I will, through thy grace, come more 
to Chriſt; and let me conſtantly find that my 
help cometh of the Lord, the mighty One, * 
whom help is _ for the helpleſs. 


FINIS, 


